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We are losing greatly, because we have al- 
wed the Lord's conception of the church to 
ude us and fall into disuse. The church was 
s creation. It is his representative and organ 
‘earth. Wherever two or three are gathered 
his name, he is in the midst; and that hand- 
1_ plus the Master makes a church. The 
thered souls may be very humble, poor and 
learned, but their recognition of his name 
of his Kingdom and Glory, is enough to 
deem their meeting from insignificance; and 
S$ presence gives it a binding and loosing 
wer which is instantly admitted as valid by 
e angels. What they bind in that lowly 
eeting is bound in heaven and what they 
ose is loosed there. 


These same solemn sanctities apply to the 
ect of our public prayers, in our ordinary 
rvices. The congregation should be re- 
inded, before the minister says, “Let us 
ay; that they have now come to the most 
portant part of the service; and one to 
hich every member should contribute some- 
ing; just as every little bullet in the pan, 
yntributes to the aggregate weight, which 
alls down the opposite scale. 


For this purpose, it is well for the minister 
) announce, before he begins to pray, the 
urious topics for which public prayer is de- 
red. In one case of which I know, quite 
sheaf of letters and suggestions is received 
fore the minister enters thé pulpit, that the 
1urch may bear them before God. In my 
dgment, most ministers pray too quickly, and 
) not give their people time enough to ap- 
‘opriate and endorse their utterances. 

As it seems to me, ministers would do well, 
ter uttering a few well-chosen words on a 
ven topic, to wait whilst congregation has a 
jief opportunity of adopting his petitions, 
ch for himself and herself. Intercessary 
ayer of this kind, backed by the faith which 
alizes that God is and that he is the re- 
urder of those who diligently seek him, is 
obably one of the mightiest forces in earth 
heaven. 

These remarks are specially applicable to the 
turch Prayer Meeting. This is the Power- 
ouse of the Church, and ought to be oc- 
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cupied with doing definite business with God. 
The more definite the requests the better. In- 
deed it is a good plan adopted by some min- 
isters, to write out a number of subjects for 
prayer, and to give on a slip of paper one of 
these subjects to be prayed for at the ap- 
proaching meeting, to some selected brother 
or sister. This plan obviates a pause of 
awkward silence; it concentrates thought on a 
given theme; and obviates long prayers, be- 
cause when the friend has discharged his com- 
mission, he would resume his seat. 

It is well also to keep a Prayer Record 
with a list of the subjects presented before 
God on a given date; with space either beneath 
the entry or on the other side of the page, 
for the further record of the date when the 
answer was given. In this way certain sub- 
jects would come up for repeated intercession 
until the happy moment when prayer was 
merged in praise. 

The numbers that attend the Church Prayer 
Meeting may not be large; but quantity here 
is not so material as quality; and where the 
quality is high the quantity will follow. But 
the patient and regular attendance of pastor 
and officers is imperative. Nothing should be 
allowed to interfere with the regular holding 
of the Weekly Prayer Meeting. 

The exposition of the Bible, or a Bible- 
Talk, unfolding some of the rare treasures of 
Scripture might have a place in these sacred 
times; but the people should not be brought 
together primarily to hear the minister, but 
to meet with God. That should be the prime 
attention. There is no harm, however, in 
stirring up their pure minds, by a few words 
of Scripture exhortation, as a poker stirs a 
dead mass of coal into a flame. 

There are many of tne deeper passages of 
the Bible, which seem almost too precious and 
spiritual for an ordinary congregation. It is 
like reading love letters on a race course, to 
discuss them at the ordinary diet of Sunday 
worship; but we may reserve these for the 
sacred hour when the church gathers in the 
name of Jesus, to sing his most ‘worthy praise. 
to hear his most holy word, and to ask those 
things which are requisite and necessarv as 
well for the body as the soul. 


Preparation, Variety, Devotion 


REV, W. H, HUBBARD, POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y. 
First, what is a successful prayer meeting? _ 
In my judgment a successful prayer meeting 1s 

one in which the fact, force, function and fruits 
of prayer are realized, and this not only at the 
time of the meeting, but in the life afterward. 
This may not mean a “pop-corn meeting.” There 
may not be “many brief prayers.” But the force 
of prayer will be manifested. And the presence 
of the Spirit of God, who always works best in 
an atmosphere of prayer, will be felt. Felt? Yes, 
felt, for the Spirit’s presence is realized in the 
emotional life. And wherever there is true wor- 
shipers, who worship in truth the God who is 
Spirit, he will manifest himself to that spirit. 
The relation between Bible study, personal tes- 
timony, belief in the prayer hearing God and his 
Christ at the throne of Grace is so vital and 
intimate that cause and effect are complementary. 

Second. Can we say that, in the light of this 
definition, our prayer meetings have been success- 
ful? Yes. Within thirty days after my becoming 
pastor in this city, a long resident pastor kindly 
informed me that to maintain a distinctive prayer 
meeting was impossible. Less than three years 
afterward we answer his statement by showing 
one hundred and eighty-five persons present in a 
meeting which at first numbered only fifty-two. 
We have seen Christians grow in grace and the 
knowledge of the Lord. We have seen the weary 
become so refreshed that they became lifters in- 
stead of leaners; critics become cheerers; foes 
become friends; shirkers become workers; para- 
sites become participators; sinners become embryo 
saints, and the attendance multiply nearly four- 
fold, and nearly 250 new members added to the 
church besides the church become self-supporting 
by regular contributions. We believe that the 
prayer meetings were a success. 

Third. How was it brought about? 
hint at an answer: 

1, Preparation. Preaching from the pulpit on 
the function, fruits and necessity for the prayer 
meeting. Personal letters from the pastor to the 
people, followed up by pastoral work in which 
the prayer meeting was presented and attendance 
urged. Frequent references from the pulpit with 
prayer meeting rallies at frequent periods. Seek- 
ing advice and personal help FROM those NOT 
interested, with promise to try it out. They came 
to see. Personally, privately asking from five to 
ten to pray at the NEXT meeting. Also others 
to take assigned parts. Preparation of subject 
and self consisted mostly of hour of devotional 
study of THE WORD and much prayer. Word 
of mouth left for the Lord. At meeting open 
mouth and he filled it. 

2. Variety. Seldom any resemblance between 
meetings except that all were prayerful, cheer- 
ful, devotional and sought to be helpful. Com- 
mittees appointed to introduce the notes of praise, 
cheer and comfort, both in the meeting and to 
those who sounded the note of sorrow, disap- 
pointment or weariness. 

Sometimes the pastor would take his seat 
among the people after announcing that the Spirit 
was waiting to use their tongues and spirits. Al- 
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Successful Prayer Meeting Plans 


SYMPOSIUM BY SEVEN PASTORS UNDER VARIED CONDITIONS 
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ways ASSUME the Presence of the one whi 
promised to be “in the midst’ and remind tl 
people of it. The limit set will not permit th] 
naming of plans covering the year. | 

3. Essentials. Devotional, yet deep and trt 
exposition of the word. The fact and the spir 
of prayer. Never call upon any one by nam 
but “as the spirit may lead.” Warmth of hear 
life of hand, note of praise, face of sunshin 4 
rejoicing in the Lord. His presence assumed; hy 
word believed; his name praised; my brothe 
helped; by Father waiting to bless, and tha 
something -which cannot be simulated and fe 
which there is no substitution, sometimes. calle 
personal magnetism. What is it? Only Gea 
knows and can impart it. He makes the std 
cessful prayer meeting, therefore, FIRST am 
FUNDAMENTAL, to the success is to so rela 
oneself to the VINE that as branches we me 
bear the fruit which he produces. Vines neve 
bear, branches never produce. But both togetheq 
and in union, perfect fruit. | 
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Bible Study in the Prayer Meetin 


C. I. STACY, ELBERTON, GEORGIA. ! 

I have been pastor of but two churches. In ea¢ 
one of them I had a successful prayer meetin: 
attended by six to ten ladies and one old maj 
As soon as possible I changed the time of mee 
ing to the evening hour and called it a “Bibi 
study meeting. After several talks, sermo 
etc., on the importance of Bible study I announce 
a series of talks on “How to study the Bible 
The various subjects were “Historically, Topica 
ly, Deductively, Inductively,” etc., etc., each ta) 
being illustrated with a_study by that methoj 
This series was advertised by neat little folded 
showing pictures of the church and pastor-teache 
list of subjects, etc, and a cordial invitation * 
all interested in Bible study to attend the cours 
This plan was so successful that we often had ¢ 
attendance larger than the resident membersh) 
of the church, a record I have never heard | 
being equalled. This series put the meeting || 
good shape, and opened a way for other “serie 
and other plans later on. | 

In my present work I have used several plag| 
somewhat similar, with good results, but the beq 
plan used, for getting the people to take part, 
my present one. At the beginning of the yed 
printed slips were distributed to all the congrif 
gation( and at intervals since), giving twelt 
topics for the prayer meetings, one for eaal 
month, the first month in each quarter being give| 
to prayer. These twelve topics are Prayer, Mi 
sions, Giving, Prayer, God, Work, Prayer, Hot 
Spirit, Children, Prayer, Church, Christ, and eaal 
topic is studied in all the prayer meetings of th’ 
month. By constant invitation, encouragemer 
suggestion, and advice, the attendance has bee 
about doubled, and the attendants have taken sue¢ 
interest in the studies that the “pastor talk” is ¢ 
most a thing of the past. His part now is to ] 
so well prepared on the subject that as one afti 
another, men, women, boys and girls, gives. 
Scripture verse, a short reading, a verse of 
hymn, a talk, or a prayer, on the subject fe 
the time, he may, in just a few words, give t! 


mnection between each verse or other contribu- 
mn and the subject. Sometimes at the close it 
wise for -him, in a few minutes’ closing talk, 
gather up, classify and enforce the teachings 
at have been brought out. The whole is inter- 
@ersed with hymns, usually on the subject, but 
ways selected by the congregation, not the pas- 
r. The secret of the successful prayer meeting, 
my mind, is to emphasize the Bible and the fact 
at it is the people’s meeting. 


A Social Service 
REY. D. C. YODER, M. E. CHURCH, WESTON, 0. 

The church membership is divided into eight 
sses, thirty members in a class, each class hav- 
g a class leader who keeps an accurate account 
each one’s attendance at prayer meeting and 
mstantly urges the attendance of all. Besides 
is the class leader urges each one to live a 
vayer life at home, and reports to the pastor 
ch quarter how each member is prospering 
iritually. 

Prayer meeting begins om time and lasts one 
ur. Seldom is a singing book used, but ap- 
opriate hymns are sung from memory. Differ- 
it hymns are used and different plans are de- 
sed in singing without the use of hymn books; 
metimes the leader calls for some one he 
10ws is familiar with a hymn to lead it or he 
ill call for some one to recite the poem of the 
min, one verse at a time. We find there is 
ore thought put into the singing when discard- 
@ the hymn book. 

After singing a hymn or two, the names of 
e@ sick are called for and inquiry is made con- 
“ning those who are sick. Several prayers are 
fered in their behalf. 


w to respond in public prayer, asking for short 
ayers, giving a chance for a few voluntary 
‘ayers. : 

‘A practical theme is chosen and very often 
ie round table plan is used, having written on 
‘¢ blackboard some leading questions or giving 
1 one a chance to enlarge on the theme by 
sing scripture, giving a text, a Bible illustration, 
c. 

_A verse of song is often used to deepen some 
ought. 

‘The pastor Jeads about three-fourths of the 
‘eetings, the different class leaders leading the 
ther meetings. 

“Often the last few meetings are given up to 
1, each one given the privilege of praying, sing- 
ig or speaking as he likes. 

After the benediction, all shake hands and take 
lenty of time in speaking to each other, taking 
yecial notice of the strangers and the new peo- 
le and urging them: to come again. 

On every hand can be heard such expressions as 
jis one, “Didn’t we have a good meeting to- 
ight ?” 


Prayer Meeting in a College ‘Town 
- —sO REV, A. L. HALL-QUEST, PARKVILLE, MO. 
urs is distinctively a college church. Attend- 
e at the Sunday services is compulsory, but 
yer meeting is entirely voluntary. Still we 
ten have 400 at the prayer meeting and never 
és than two hundred. 
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The prayer meeting lasts only three-quarters 
of an hour, 7:15 to 8:00. We begin on the dot 
and we close on the last stroke of the big bell. 
If only one is present at 7:15 we begin anyway. 
We don’t wait for anybody. I change the plan 
of meeting every week. No two meetings are 
conducted exactly alike. Sometimes we begin 
with some hymns, sentence prayers, scripture 
verses, or a brief prayer. Sometimes we begin 
with a piano solo or a male or mixed quartet. 
Sometimes with the Doxology. In some part of 
the first 15 minutes I call for special prayers— 
usually three in number—dealing with some phase 
of our American life. I notify the participants 
sometime during the day, and then at the meet- 
ing hand them a slip with the special object and 
the order in which the prayer comes. I enclcse 
samples of these slips. Prayers are offered for 
policemen, car conductors, librarians, street clean- 
ers, American millionaires, paupers, school chil- 
dren, teachers, editors, publishers, sailors, stokers 
—in fact, no class is neglected. We usually have 
three classes a week, and those somewhat related 
as authors, editors, reporters. This feature of our 
meeting is immensely popular. The rapid-fire 
scripture verse reading is fine. I devote five 
minutes to this. We never have time for all 
Before we come to the last twenty, or sometimes 
twenty-five minutes of the meeting, we have a 
solo or musical selection. After this there may 
be a stergopticon talk, a blackboard Bible study, 
a review of a new book (some great piece of 
fiction or books on ethics, literature, as well as re- 
ligion) ; a discussion on vital subjects, such as “Ls 
a Lie Ever Jvstifiable?” “Is the Golden Rule 
Practicable?” “What is a Gentleman?” “What is 
a Lady?” “The Demands upon Modern Chris- 
tianity,” “Forgiveness.” About twice a year I 
give a lecture on some book or character of the 
Bible. We also study the hymnology of the 
church, the boards of the church. 

We find it helpful to have round tables on 
temptations, on doubts and on ambitions of life. 
The various organizations of the church conduct 
each a meeting, and the great cause of the m‘s- 
sions is kept prominent by returning missionaries 
or by letters and reports. We have a large 
missionary map, with the stations in big disks. 
Park College, being an enthusiastic missionary 
center, missions do not need any working up. 

I generally have a helper down at the door who 
gives out the slips containing requests for some 
contribution during the meeting. Very often 
we sing without the instrument, and dovetail 
one hymn into another. Then again in the fore- 
part of the service I may read a brief passage 
and expound it for six or seven minutes. 

Our meetings are attended by almost every- 
body who can find time to come. We count on 
the minutes. Every minute is provided for, and 
if anyone wants to take part he must be spry in 
getting on his feet. It is a bustling, hustling, 
happy, intense three-quarters of an hour. What 
we can do can be done in any church according 
to its size and equipment. I spend as much 
time on prayer meeting preparation 2s I do 
on the Sunday services. I seldom announce the 
topics on the preceding Sunday unless we have 
a special discussion, but during the week we use 
the phone and messenger boy systems. And above 
all else we begin and clcse on schedule time. Al- 
most every family connected with the church is 
represented at every meeting. 


“Choice Chapters” 


NELSON S. BURBANK, REVERE, MASS. 

The most successful series of prayer meet- 
ings I have ever had during a pzestorate ot 
twenty-one years in the First Baptist Church, 
Revere, had for the general subject “Choice 
Chapters.” Every church member was requested 
to inform the pastor of some chapter that had 
been unusually helpful. A record was made of 
these chapters and then a date was given to 
each one of them, and the party who suggested 
the chapter was esked to be present and to tell 
why it had been especially helpful in his or her 
experience. And everybody else was urged to 
read the chapter very carefully during the week 
and report to the meeting the verse or statement 
that made the deepest impression. The response 
was most gratifying and the attendance was in- 
creasingly large. The meetings were intensely 
“interesting and_ spiritual. 

The method was continued for a year, and 
might have been carried with profit even longer. 

The pastor prepared in the same way the peo- 
ple did. We talked briefly on some text taken 
from the chapter. I commend this method for 
the following reasons: 

1.. It makes preparation necessary on the part 
of the people, and this is most desirable. 

2. It enlists a large proportion of the church 
membership in the work of the prayer meeting, 
and this 4s most essential. 

3. It keeps the thought of the meeting on the 
Word of God, and it is always worth while to 
spend an hour with the Scriptures. 

The advertising was simple and confined to 
the church calendar. This statement was em- 
bodied in the announcement: “Come and hear all 
about brother or sister—Choice Chapter.” 


How I Hold and Interest My Peopl 
in the Prayer Meeting i 

REV. S. M. JOHNSTON, ATTICA, IA. +] 

I am using a plan this year that is differen 
from any I have seen published and it has beet 
quite successful in holding the attention of ol 
and young. , , 
My class leader reads a scripture lesson of hi 
own choosing and conducts the prayer service 
which lasts from fifteen to thirty minutes; then - 
take the reins and give a short exposition of ths 
lesson read, not to exceed fifteen minutes; ane 
then ask for testimony from people, asking fo 
comments on the lesson or my exposition of th 
lesson, allowing them as a whole not to excee¢ 
ten minutes. 4} 
In this way there is no drag and an interest 1 
the whole meeting is aroused. This, of course 
demands that a man must be ready to explain an; 
portion of the Word at a moment’s notice; thi 
demands constant study of the Word. | 


I am located in a very small town but have at 
average attendance of thirty. Mostly young mei 
aid women come, and I am confident of the fac 
that they enjoy the meeting, and that they kee 
coming back is proof of their interest. | 

I forgot to mention that one or two verses 0 
some familiar song is sung between every one 0 
two prayers, with or without organ, at the pleas 
ure of the people. | 


i 
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4. Acts 8:26-39. Wonderful Meetings in th 
Life of the Eunuch. 
1. The Eunuch and Isaiah; 
2. The Eunuch and Philip; 
3. The Eunuch and Jesus. 
—M. Frommel. 


What Thomas Missed - 


“Will disciples who don’t go to prayer meetings 
please read’ John 20:19-26? Here an account is 
given of the first Christian prayer and conference 
meeting. The ratio of attendance was much 
greater than is usual now, as all the disciples— 
Judas having gone to ‘his own place—were pres- 
ent, except Thomas. He was absent and apparently 
not excused. Perhaps it rained, or possibly he 
had an important business engagement; he may 
not have felt very well, or after a tiresome day 
may have felt the need of physical relaxation. At 


any rate he was absent, and he missed a great 
deal. 


“In the first place, he missed meeting Jesus— 
for the Master came to that first prayer meeting, 
and spoke at it. In the second place, Thomas 
missed the mysterious gift of the Holy Ghost, 
which those present received from the Saviour. 
In the third place, he lost faith in Christianity. 
When the disciples next met him he had blossomed 
out into a full-fledged agnostic or unbeliever. He 
flatly refused to accept their united testimony, 
and declared that nothing short of full scientific 
proof could ever convince him of the resurrection. 
What a price to pay for neglecting to go to one 
prayer meeting! 


“But it is substantially what the Christian o 
nowadays loses if he absents himself from th 
more intimate meetings of Christ’s disciples. H« 
too, misses the vision of Jesus, the unction of th 
Spirit and the assurance of faith.’—Henry F 
Elliot. 
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A LASTING CHRISTMAS GIFT. 

At this time of the year when every one : 
wondering what will make the most useft 
present, what is better than to encourage th 
habit of saving, while at the same time give 
present which does not grow old or depré 
ciate? Why not present your daughter, so! 
wife or husband with a 6 per cent First Mor 
gage Gold Bond? Every six months the ri 
cipient when cashing the coupons will remen 
ber the donor, and a better gift can hardly b 
chosen. The Nicholls-Ritter-Goodnow Cc 
408-13 Flatiron building, New York, are offe 
ing 6 per cent First Mortgage Gold Bonds 
denominations of $50, $100 or $1,000 as suitab 
Christmas gifts. They give their written gua 
antee that both interest and principal will 1 
promptly paid. Write to the above addre 
for full particulars. 


Do you know of a vacant pulpit? We will send you a 50c book if you will tell 
us how much it pays and give us name and address of church official or chairman 


of pulpit committee. 


Expositor Puilnit -BPyerhance 708 Caston Ridol Glavalanana 


The Mid-week Prayer Meeting is a ‘present- 
wy problem. Success is insured if it is taken 
at of the rut. Interest will win attendants. 
cores of new features can be introduced. Ver- 
tility and variety are necessary in this service, 
he few monopolizers of the time must be re- 
ricted. The preacher dare not talk aimlessly. 
o drone should lead the singing. New songs 
dd spice. Stereotyped order of action in the 
eeting insures spiritlessness. It is the people’s 
eeting. If the young folk enjoy it, the others 
ill come also. Sprightliness and spirituality are 
timately related. Study and thought will bring 
w life into every expiring prayer meeting in 
le country. 

Plans are abundant. Every man must set them 
his own locality. Ready-made church plans 
nnot be purchased or borrowed. Some are here 
ven that have proved workable. 


Usually the pastor should lead. A Western 
tend appointed his officials to take one meeting 
ch to lead. This was followed by a Thirty- 
inute Bible Class, led by himself. That may 
2 feasible where enough ability exists among 
ie officials. The pastor should come early in 
te evening if possible. If he will then greet a 
w folk heartily, a cordial atmosphere that will 
ake itself felt throughout the meeting will be 
ceated. He should prepare carefully for a brief 
ddress. Long talks sap interest. Let the pastor 
epare to ask questions that will insure re- 
yonses. Free discussions by the people and the 
astor will prevent “testimony” monopolizers. 
‘ractical doctrinal methods will awaken thought- 
al remarks. One attendant for 40 years told me 
t the close of such a service that her first audible 
rord had been spoken at prayer meeting that 
ight. Distribute slips of paper into a Sunday 
1orning audience, requesting the attendants to 
rite their reasons for not attending the prayer 
aeeting. Utilize these answers for a sermon. 
et them also write their suggestions for im- 
rovements. Let the people vote on their fa- 
orite Bible lesson and announce that the result 
ill be given at the prayer meeting. In the same 
ray secure the favorite song in the hymnal or 
imiliarly elect five outstanding characters in the 
sible. Or choose the greatest names in church 
istory and study them successively. Or ask 
eople to write the reason why the church serv- 
ses are not better attended and answer that ques- 
ion. It would not be amiss to also ask for 
emedies for bad political conditions in the local- 
y and discuss them. Use the first 15 minutes 
> study hymns. People enjoy a song when they 
now it cost human thought or Gethsemane ex- 
eriences. Or, employe the first few minutes in 
eading a brief biography of some departed or 
yen living great man in your denomination. It 
rould not be amiss to take 10 minutes for a 
eview of the best recent book. It might even 
e a piece of fiction. Such books as “A Certain 
‘ich Man” and “The Dawn of a Tomorrow” 
light well be read by believers. 
Brighten the room with flowers. Ask every 
ge to bring one or more blossoms. Place these 
n a table in the front. The next day send them 
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: The Mid-Week Prayer Meeting 


REV. CHRISTIAN F. REISNER, D. D., PASTOR GRACE M. E. CHURCH, NEW YORK CITY. 


out to the sick. Fruit, in jars, or fresh, might 
be similarly used and it would then be easy to 
discuss God’s providence. Even provisions might 
be brought in and placed in the front. It would 
be the basis for a service of Thanksgiving. It 
would not be amiss to decorate the room. A 
dingy service results often from the auditorium’s 
somberness. Dr. Banks for months had light 
refreshments at the close of every mid-week sery- 
ice. The people enjoyed the .csultant sociability. 

The hour is important. Some Ohio churches 
begin at 7 o’clock. That is impossible in the city. 
The down town church presents a hard problem. 
The First Methodist Church of Syracuse supplies 
a light supper at 6:30. This is followed by a 
Bible class which meets from 7 until the time 
of the regular prayer meeting. Many who do 
not care to go home or who would be tempted 
to remain there, if they did, come to the church 
and thus get to both services. It is usually a 
mistake to run longer than 60 minutes. 


There are many ways to get responses. Ask 
every one to read a verse of his favorite song. 
The heart experiences will be turned into the 
voice and a new meaning will come to the words. 
Request everyone while seated to name a prac- 
tical blessing which they enjoy. It may be health, 
good business, loyal friends, or something along 
these lines. Ask everyone to name a cheering 
fact read in the paper or gathered from conversa- 
tion with others. Propose that everyone give a 
definition of the word “Christian.” Announce 
ahead that everyone is to bring a brief printed 
prayer to be read. In a conversational way put 
the question, “What do you do to cure the 
blues?” People will respond with practical rem- 
edies they employ and thus will be up-lifting. 
Some gloomy one may find use for them. 

All sorts of special attractions are within reach 
and are worthy of notice. Study the seasons of 
the year. Appoint one for each of the four 
divisions of the year and expect them in four 
minutes to give the reason why their particular 
season is the most inspiring. Open the meeting 
then for general discussion. Study the Emanuel 
Movement. Discover all possible good in Chris- 
tian Science. This will bring much practical 
profit. The work of the Anti-Saloon League 
when brought up and discussed will put cheer 
and courage into the heart for many days. 

Study the works of those who have been pe- 
culiarly hampered. This may be done concretely 
with such a life as Francis Havergal. Or let 
everyone present state a noted or investigated 
case. This will help to stop complaining and 
lead everyone to count his blessings. 

Appoint two leaders and allow them six assist- 
ants. One side is to bring in encouraging facts 
in recent history; the other side is to bringin 
discouraging facts. Allow the people present to 
add facts omitted. Prepare a program. Assign 
five-minute papers. Then open for general dis- 
cussion. 

Give a series of short talks, for example on the 
“Apostle’s Creed.” Endeavor to clearly state the 
position of the modern church. Announce as a 


subject, “Higher Criticism’ and “The Modern 
Study of the Bible.” Deal with this question 
cheeringly and in a kindly conversational way. 
“The Witness of the Spirit” is also of interest. 
“What is a Christian?’ “How Do I Know That 
I am Saved?” “When Are My Sins Forgiven?” 
“Why Should I Join the Church?’ “Who Are 


Called to Preach?” “Is the World —Getti1 
Worse?” are a few others that will comman 
notice. This list will doubtless suggest ma 
other subjects to the preacher. We must Db 
awake as God’s representatives in this strenuot 
day. Success and victory are possible. H 
gospel wins. His spirit lights the winning wa. 


One Hundred Prayer Meeting Talks and Plans. | 
ae | 


Dear Sir: ; 

“The prayer meeting is the pulse of the 
church.” How is YOUR prayer meeting? 
Here is the doctor! I will publish November 
Ist, “One Hundred Prayer Meeting Talks and 
Plans with 1,000 Thoughts and Illustrations.” 

This 520 page book will sell at $2.50 post- 
1, Bible Passages; 2, Outlines; 3, Thoughts on 
the Theme; 4, Illustrations; 5, Plans and Sug- 
gestions which have been used successfully in 
restoring health to sick prayer meetings. 


This 520 page ‘book will sell at $2.50 post- 
paid and be a companion volume to my “Pas- 
tor His Own Evangelist,’ which will be in its 
third edition within a year—5,000 copies. 


We can save time and money by printing 
3,000 instead of 2,000 copies. DO YOU 
WANT TO SAVE 75 cents by signing the 
advance order blank below, thereby securing 
this $2.50 book for $1.75? You would have 
willingly paid me $3.00 for this book had I 
made it in two volumes—a year’s talk in each 
volume. 

If you wish to pay at the same time for The 
Expositor (“The best preacher’s magazine 
published.”—J. Wilbur Chapman) sign blank 
No. 2 and get it for $1.25. Many preachers 
have said it was worth $3.00. 

Sincerely, 
F. M. BARTON. 

Not Good After Dec. 1st—Sign It Now. 


SAVE 50 CENTS. 
I. M. Barton, Publisher, 

707-711 Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio. 

1. Send me, when published, “One Hundred 
Prayer Meeting Talks and Plans.” I will re- 
mit $2.00 for it or return the book 10 days 
after receiving same. 


Name, 


iy AS ele, is. wivee) sayy Ale ielte Tans sSnIEAN lel shen ete ere 


SAVE 75 CENTS. 


2. Continue The Expositor one 
i xpos year and 
One Hundred Prayer . Meeting Talks and 
Plans” when published. I will remit $3.25 
within 10 days of receipt of the book. 


Changing the Emphasis in Prayei 
Meeting 4] 

REV. CHARLES E. JEFFERSON, D. D., IN THE CON 
GREGATIONALIST. : 


When one suggests the advisability of intro 
ducing variety into the midweek service, the 
query is sure to be propounded, How can thi: 
be done? One of the answers which might be 
given is: By the shifting of the emphasis. The 
ingredients of the meeting may remain the same 
but no two meetings will be alike if the accen 
each evening is shifted to a different point. 


For instance, if the program is: Praise, Prayer 
Scripture and Testimony, the stress may be firs 
laid upon the praise. Singing may be brought t 
the front, and all else subordinated. The resul 
will be a song service. It is refreshing now anc 
then, when the people are in the mood for it, t¢ 
have a feast of singing. 


The next week the emphasis may be upon thi 
praying. Supplication may be exalted and glori 
fied. Prayer may follow prayer until every hear 
is subdued. The meeting becomes a service 0: 
thanksgiving, confession and intercession. A 
week later the emphasis may be placed upon thi 
Bible. Selected passages from the whole range 0: 
Scripture may be arranged to bring out a certait 
truth or promised blessing, and the reading may 
be done by the pastor and the people reading 
responsively. In this case the meeting become: 
a Bible reading. 


The meeting will be different still if testimom 
is given the right of way, the voices of Prophet: 
and Apostles are for a season silenced that pres 
ent-day saints may be heard. We now have a1 
experience meeting. There will be a strain 0 
praise and a strain of prayer flowing through al 
the meetings and neither Scriptures nor experi 
ence will be altogether crowded out, but by thi 
constant changing of the proportions, the meetin: 
will always be taking on new forms. 


“For Lovers and Others” is the kind o 
book which, given to your wife, will make he 
think that you haven’t forgotten that old sweet 
heart of yours. The verses are by Jame 
Terry White, who says: 

“Tf thou of fortune be bereft, 
And in thy store there be but left 
Two loaves—sell one, and with the dole, 
Buy hyacinths to feed thy soul.” 

The inner cover etching is worth the price 
$1.25, published by the F. A. Stokes Company 
N. Y. It is the most attractive Christma 
‘book we have seen. 
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How a Minister Saved Twenty heieand Dollars 


ae : Continued from November. 
is story is a true story and every fa a e ri > 
interesting human experience stories I vevenient: eas 
perienced it, is doing a more successful church work than the average. He has one of 
the Sneeet Sunday Schools ‘in his denomination. He could have had larger churches. 
i pastors" a ee this when I am working with all my might for a general increase 
; irst, I do it to show that the preacher in the country or small town should get 
his eye off “a church in the city,” The country or small hoard pastor has the best of it 
Sn opportunity, influence and cost of living. 

Second. While as I, have shown that preachers are underpaid to a criminal degree, 
that they in many cases have not cultivated the bump of economy, as they might. 
The Expositor is going to get more money for them, and is going to help them take better 
care of it than they have in the past. 

I would not publish this story in a magazine that reached the laity. It would cause 

} some hard-shelled laymen to close their fists so tight on the money they are giving now 
that it would be cruelty to man and bird—the Indian on the cent and the eagle on the 


It is one of the most 
The pastor who wrote it and ex- 


quarter. 


to feed ninety million Chinamen. 


About nine years ago we concluded to invest 
ur savings in land. After a careful search 
‘e found a farm of eighty acres. splendid land 
ut neglected, that could be bought for $65 per 
cre. We bought this and gave a mortgage 
r $1,700, paying the balance of $3,500 in cash. 
he loan was to run for five years at 5 per 
ent interest and we had the privilege of pay- 
any number of hundred dollars we desired 
t the interest paying periods. Now it was 
hat our financial standing came in good play. 
ometimes we needed money for farm im- 
rovements, seed, etc., and the banks, knowing 
ay methods, were ready to loan us all we 
-eeded with security. This farm is in the corn 
elt, good black land mostly, and was capable 
f being brought into a high state of cultiva- 
ion. 

Twenty-three acres of it were uncleared, 
hough there was enough timber on it to pay 
or this expense. It has been difficult to obtain 
he help to do the work, however, and we are 
ust clearing the last of it for cultivation next 
rear. - 

The fences were—well, they were not fences. 
simply wide rows of brush and saplings with 
wire or two, or some old rails, intermingled. 
falf of the farm was undrained. There was 
fair house and a good, big barn. We first 
egan to clear the fence rows and part of the 
imber as we could get men to do it. The 
lace is now thoroughly ditched, fairly well 
enced and will all be under cultivation next 
ear. The buildings have been repaired and 
e-roofed at a cost of over $200. The ditching 
ost more, and the fencing has cost $200 more. 
*he management has been such that the fields 
yhich were yielding forty-five bushels now 
verage sixty of corn; other crops in similar 
toportion. The place is rented to a tenant 
or grain rent, but the general management of 
he place is in my hands. During the time we 
ave owned the farm we have not saved so 
auch from the farm, for the children are 
irger and family expenses are greater, while 
ving has increased in cost. 

»We'also do not feel the need for the close 
eonomy of former years and spend money 
or things now which we formerly denied our- 


This is an unusual case—and that makes 
and it may inspire some to preach on the wastefulness of Americans. 
The conclusion of the sermon would be: 

- The message to the church of Laodicea fits the present day church very well. 
~We have saved some copies of November issue containing the other part of this 
story for those who become regular subscribers.—F. M. B. 


it interesting. It has its lesson for us, 


We waste enough 
Rev. 3:18. 


selves. During the five years we paid the 
mortgage amounting with interest to $1,960. 
Besides this we have in the eight years saved 
over and above this and all the expenses of 
farm improvement $1,300, to which we added 
the $1,000 of Endowment insurance which was 
paid in that time, and with the $2,300 we 
bought another splendid little farm not far 
from our other land, going in debt on the same 
$400. While this cost us $135 per acre, it is a 
safe investment and, should we desire, will 
furnish us a fine place for a home, while the 
income from the larger farm will provide 
enough to easily keep us in comfort without 
much work. 

The rent from the little farm and the grain 
crop from the other will pay the balance duc 
this year and leave us the corn crop, or about 
$400, from the big farm for this year’s net 
profits. 

At the end of the ninth year of farm man- 
agement we will have from our investment 
nine years ago, of $3,500, two splendid pieces 
of land that are worth $15,000 and which are 
yielding grain rental from $800 to $1,000 per 
year. This could be largely increased if we 
were able to live closer and have share in stock 
and feed all the crop instead of selling it off 
the farm. 

During these years of farm management I 
have taken most of my vacations on the farm. 
During the visits there I have laid aside min- 
isterial dignity and worked the same as any 
farmer with wonderful benefit to my physical 
condition. 

It furnishes a needed rest from the nervous 
strain of strenuous life in a busy pastorate. 
The vacation days on the farm have been of 
untold worth to me. 


I am sometimes asked, “Don’t you find the 
time taken from the work of the ministry to 
devote to your farm management a detriment 
to your work?” I do not, for, in fact, the best 
work I have ever done I am doing now, and 
the most fruitful years of my ministry have 
been in the last few years since I owned the 
farm. As a proof of my statement, without 
telling who I am or where I live, I would say 
that my work for the last five years in a town 
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of 6,000 population has been of such a nature 
that it has attracted attention through the en- 
tire brotherhood to which I belong, and the 
story of the work has been told in press and 
on platform by the religious workers all over 
the land. I find that a little time taken to 
glance over the farm journals, or the farmer’s 
bulletins, a few days’ rest from the nervous 
strain of pastoral life spent in a trip to the 
farm, are valuable helps in breaking the con- 
tinuous strain of the arduous life of a minister 
who really does things. 

In addition to this we have our life.insurance 
policies, money invested in farm loans which 
we have never touched but kept as a safeguard 
in case the place failed to pay for itself, and 
other goods and posssessions, which bring the 
total value of the savings of these twenty-five 
years close to a round $20,000. Not a dollar 
has been left us. 

My wife, who had saved some money teach- 
ing, invested it and it has accumulated until 
the sum exceeds $2,000. This we had in re- 
serve for a home for old age if we needed it. 
Only twice have we drawn on this fund and 
then for only a couple of hundred dollars. 


Not every minister can do as I have done. 
He must have a wife who is a financier. My 
wife has been the chief inspiration in my 
financial success. She had come from a home 
where self-support was not necessary, but with 
independent spirit went to teaching and saved 
her money, and helped and inspired me to do 
the same. 

Besides that, was the ever present memory 
of the bitter day when the sheriff came and the 
determination that financial disaster should 
not overtake me if I could help it. The bitter 
struggle of the early years had left an impress 
that could never be effaced. This; with my 
wife’s help, has resulted in our present hold- 
ings. 

We are in a situation now, still on the 
bright side of fifty, feeling that we are good 
for quite a number of years’ more work, yet 
we are able, if we choose, to retire to a less 
active life. The little farm would be a delight- 
ful home and the lure of the soil has always 
been attractive to me since the time I made it 
yield me my first money in the way of fruits 
and garden truck. 


The larger farm not far away would sup- 
port us with the income of the little place in 
comparative ease. With no rent to pay, our 
own milk and butter, poultry and fruit and the 
usual produce of the farmer’s garden we could 
live an independent life. 


No “ruling elder” could move us on. No 
one could criticize the sermons nor the cut of 
the good wife’s dress. The thousand things 
that worry, and the burdens that are borne 
by the consecrated preacher would be things 
of the past. For me there is no fear that I 
shall have to ask the board to furnish relief 
from the fund for superannuated ministers, nor 
do I fear that they will lay me on the shelf 
ae nor shoot me because I am growing 
old. 

I have my cyclone cellar ready at the ap- 
proach of storm. I cannot say that I will ever 
find myself in the actual enjoyment of the 


ot 


country home. The work of twenty-five yealy 
has bound me with chains hard to break, ant 
though it has its trials, still it is full of miny 
ister’s sunshine. I would loathe to give it UJ 
Now we had nothing but a six hundred dolly 
job and a debt of three hundred dollars to be: 
gin with when the president handed over the 
diploma and sent us out to work twenty-fiv 
years ago. : f 

The good little wife and I, working me 
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gether, in addition to the riches we think wi 
have laid up in heaven, have also laid up this 
earthly store. It is a wise thing to do. More 
ministers should seek to provide for the i 
evitable rainy day. They can do it if they. 
will. i 
In our investments we avoided all stocks 
and bonds, oil wells, mines, insurance com- 
panies and land agents operating in far-off 
climes, offering a lot in Paradise on the install 
ment plan. We were satisfied with a smal 
percentage and a safe investment, preferring 
this to a chance for a large gain with many, 
chances to lose all we had invested. The farm 
loans were as good as gold and perfectly safe 
They were loaned for long periods, hence we 
felt we could not draw on them, but “a 
compelled to look to the present income fo 
all needs. 
I am sure that others can in some ne 
at least do what we have done. I preached ir 
a town on a.salary of $1,000 and paid my housé 
rent. My predecessor received the same sal- 
ary. He had one child, I had three. During 
my two years I never owed a merchant ¢ 
bill, nor asked for credit. He left owing al- 
most every merchant in town and had bor- 
rowed from everybody who would loan hin 
money. He owed some as high as three hun- 
dred dollars. Others from twenty-five to ovet 
a hundred. This was his record for all the 
years of his ministry. Outside of his house: 
hold goods and library he had nothing te 
show for all he had earned and borrowed. — 


We did not have oysters for supper every 
night during the winter season, as he did, bu 
we lived well and had no debts to worry us 
though his did not seem to worry him much 
During the two years here we saved abou’ 
$250 a year. We never buy. on the installmen 
plan and never buy because things are cheap 
nor unless we see an immediate or future 
need. 

We make our estimates sometimes for < 
year ahead and see how close we can com 
to saving the estimated amount. Some of m 
ministerial friends and their wives buy regard 
less of the future, give no thought to the sav 
ing of a dollar and then bemoan the fate o 
the minister doomed to poverty in old ag 
because of meager salary. 


A friend who has preached in Boston an 
some of the larger cities said to me, “Wh: 
don’t you get out of —————— (naming m: 
state), they pay such small salaries there.” 

On asking what he got I found that I ha 
as large an income as he had, taking farm an: 
salary together, and that he was barely abl 
to make both ends meet on what he was get 
ting, the expenses of a western city were s 
great. 


166 


Another friend laughed at a young minister 
or preaching in a village of some three hun- 
ted. On investigation he found the village 
inister received $1,200, owned his own home, 
beautiful place with all modern improve- 
aents, an abundance of fruit, his own poultry 
d horse and carriage, a fine church to work 
r, and was doing a splendid work, while the 
ity preacher got $1,800, paid $40 per month 
ent, with fuel and lights extra, street car fares 
Il the time and city prices for all he bought. 
he village preacher was far better off and 
robably doing as much good as the city 
inister working at a high tension and having 
, hard struggle to support his family. Not 
ll should be village preachers, nor are all 
illage ministers as well paid, but all can 
arn, if they will, how to handle more wisely 
hat they do receive. My experience has been 
city, small town and village, and I have 
ver failed to add something at the end of 
he year to earnings of preceding years. 

It was Micawber in Dicken’s famous “David 
opperfield” who said, “If a man earns twenty 
ounds and spends twenty pounds and six 
ence, the result is misery, but if he earns 


twenty pounds and spends nineteen pounds 
and six pence, the result is happiness.” 

So, no matter what the salary of the minis- 
ter may be, if he will plan to live within the 
income and save a portion of it, the result will 
be a new-found happiness in his life. 

Then, as he nears the days of setting sun, or 
health gives way, the warm nest of his own 
little home and the income from the little sum 
laid away will cheer the heart and the days 
of physical decline will be bright with joy. 

The hardships of the minister’s life will be 
lightened greatly if, as he journeys on, he sees 
not only by faith the crown of righteousness 
as his reward, but with earthly vision sees pro- 
vision made for the days when age draws nigh. 

I once asked a group of business and profes- 
sional men who had made a success in life to 
define a successful life. A good old physician 
answered, “A successful life consists in so liv- 
ing that you may win the approval of God, the 
honor and esteem of your fellow men, and 
enough of this world’s goods to provide a 
home and a comfortable income for old age.” 
A desire to do these things should be the am- 
bition of every man who would be “a good 
minister of Jesus Christ.” 


The “Trustees of Lake Forest University” 
mnounce the second decennial prize of six 
meraand dollars on the Bross Foundation. 
In 1879 the Jate William Bross of Chicago, 
jeutenant-governor of Illinois in 1866-70, de- 
jiring to leave a permanent memorial of his 
von, Nathaniel Bross, who had died in 1856, 
mtered-into an agreement with the “Trustees 
x9— Lake Forest University” whereby there 
yas finally transferred to the trustees a large 
tum of money, the income of which was to 
‘ccumulate in perpetuity for successive periods 
f ten years, the accumulations of one decade 
o be spent in the following decade, for the 
urpose of stimulating the production of the 
yest books or treatises “on the connection, re- 
ation and mutual bearing of any practical 
cience, or the history of our race, or the facts 
n any department of knowledge, with and 
ipon the Christian religion.” 

In his deed of gift the founder had in view 
the religion of the Bible, composed of the 
Yd and New Testaments of our Lord and 
saviour Jesus Christ, as commonly received in 
he Presbyterian and other evangelical 
hurches.” His object was “to call out the 
est efforts of the highest talent and the ripest 
cholarship of the world, to illustrate from 
cience or any department of knowledge, and 
5 demonstrate, the divine origin and the au- 
hority of the Christian Scriptures; and, fur- 
her, to show how both science and revelation 
oincide, and to prove the existence, the prov- 
fence, or any or all of the atrributes of the 
nly living and true God, infinite, eternal and 
nchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, 
oliness, justice, goodness, and truth.” 

*The scope of the gift is thus so compre- 
ensive that any phase of science, of literature, 
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The Bross Prize of Six Thousand Dollars 


of human history, or.of modern life, that may 
throw light upon the Christian religion, or 
upon any phase of the same, as it is received 
by the great body of Christian believers, would 
be a fitting theme for a book offered in the 
competition for the prize announced in the 
next section. 
The Bross Prize. 

A prize of six thousand dollars will be given 
to the author of the best book on any of the 
lines above indicated, which may be presented 
on or before January lst, 1915. The manu- 
scripts, accompanied by a _ sealed envelope 
containing the name of the writer, must be 
sent on or before the above date addressed to 
the President of Lake Forest College, Lake 
Forest, Illinois. 

It is requested that no manuscript be sent 
in before October lst, 1914. Sufficient postage 
should be forwarded for the return of the man- 
uscripts. 

The award is to be made by a committee of 
judges, three in number, composed of dis- 
tinguished men in divinity, science and letters, 
hereafter to be chosen by the “Trustees of 
Lake Forest University,” and duly announced. 
To facilitate a prompt examination and de- 
cision by this committee, three copies of each 
manuscript must be submitted in typewriting. 
If the competitor prefers to submit his man- 
uscript in printed form, he is at liberty to do 
so, provided the book has not been published. 

Prospective authors of books on any of the 
above mentioned lines, who might otherwise 
expect to publish such books about January, 
1915, may, if they so desire, send in the proof 
sheets of such books for this competition, 
provided the following conditions are com- 
plied with, viz: 


(Gaa nace 991). 


1. That the proof sheets be anonymous. 


2. That the books remain unpublished until” 
the award is made. 


3. That the author arrange with his pro- 
spective publisher to transfer the copyright to 
the Lake Forest authorities, in the event of 
his book receiving the Bross Prize. 


The following regulations will govern the 
competition for the Bross Prize: 


1. Three typewritten or printed copies of 
each manuscript must be submitted. 


2. Books by foreign authors must be pre- 
sented in English translation. 


3. The copyright of the book to which the 
Prize is awarded shall be ithe property of the 
“Trustees of Lake Forest University.” 


4, Manuscripts must havea minimum length 
of fifty thousand words. 


5. If any writer desires to submit more 
than one book in competition for the Prize, he 
is at liberty to do so. 


6. Material already published shall be used 
only in the case that it be a small portion of 
a projetced work, which shall be developed 
into a larger or broader treatise for the pur- 
pose of this competition, or some pamphlet 
containing the germ of a larger work, expand- 
ed into a treatise for the purpose of this com- 
petition. 


7. The decision as to the eligibility of any 
book shall rest with the committee of judges. 
This circular contains all the essential con- 


ditions made by the deed of gift; but if am 
further information is desired as to this co 

petition, it may be obtained on application te 
President John S. Nollen, Lake Forest, Iili-} 
nois. : 


—z- 


3 

The Bross Prize for 1905. 4 
The first Decennial Prize on the Bross} 
Foundation, assigned in 1905, was awarded to, 
Professor James Orr, D. D., of the Universit : 
of Glasgow, for his treatise on “The Problem 
of the Old Testament.” ©The judges on thi 
occasion were Professor George Trumbull 
Ladd of Yale University, Professor Alexander! 
Thomas Ormond of Princeton University, and’ 
Professor George Frederick Wright of Ober- 
lin College. 1 


| 
4) 
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The Bross Lectureship. 


rs | 
In addition to the Bross Prize, the trustees, 
in pursuance to the donor’s purpose, instituted! 
the Bross Lectureship, from time to time in-, 
viting distinguished scholars to give courses 
of lectures at Lake Forest College, such lec- 
tures being then published, and forming, with 
the prize books, volumes of “The Bross Li- 
brary.” The Bross Lecturers thus far have 
been, President Francis Landey Patton, D. D., 
of Princeton Seminary; the late Professor 
Marcus Dods, D. D.,-of New College, Edin- 
burgh; Professor J. Arthur Thompson, M. A, 
of the University of Aberdeen; and Frederick 
Jones. Bliss, Ph. D:, of Beirut, Syriay ies 
next series of Bross Lectures will he given at 
Lake Forest College in November, 1911, by 
Professor Josiah Royce, Ph. D., of Harvard 
University, on “The Sources of Religious In- 
sight.” MH 


The Best Christmas Gifts for Scholars 


The International Uniform Lessons for 1912, 
are in the New Testament. Every Sunday 
School scholar should have a Testament or 
Bible of its own. There are few teachers in 
America but can afford to give Testaments to 
every scholar in the class. 


We will furnish Testaments in holly, green, 
gold and red covers for 12 cents e€ch. Or for 
every new four months’ subscription you get 
for The World Evangel at 35 cents we will 
send you a Testament and send the new sub- 
scriber a Testament. Your scholars’ quarter. 
lies will cost you more than the Testament 
aug scholars do not take them home witt 
them. 


These beautiful holly covered Testament: 
will be appreciated. Ask your superintenden 
why the school cannot buy a Testament fot 
every scholar at $10 per 100. 


We can furnish a better Testament witl 
words of Christ emphasized at $15 per 100 
Let us impress scholars with the fact that the 
are studying the Bible. and not lesson leaflets 
F. M .Barton, 702-8 Caxton Bldg. 


In memory of the Christ child! The babe o 
Bethlehem, whose eyes opened to the day’s daw: 
in a manger, brought to men the only real hop 
they have ever known. Let this blessed perio 
soften our hearts and minds, that we may in hi 
name bless the age in which we live.—Georg 
W. Quigley. 
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Another year is coming to a close and we all 
ad ourselves with an unfinished program of 
ork. : Of course we shall never complete our 
ans in this life anyway, but those of us who 
ve our work and yearn for more to do man- 
ze to crowd our programs too full. 
Two years ago the editor of this department 
vised the pastors who had neglected any part 
their work during the year to try to make 
lost time in December. He knows now, how- 
er, that such advice is not very wise, because 
ecember brings so much added work that there 
s not much time left in which to repair the 
mage caused by past negligence. Nevertheless, 
re have thirty days before the old year is ended! 
et us make the most of them, brethren, and 
sh the good work for all we are worth. 
hs ek 

Words of appreciation for the value of this 
partment continue to come in and we are very 
rateful. One of the best ways of showing the 
“operative spirit is by sending in samples of 
ur printed matter, subjects of your sermons, 
counts of your work and other things for use 
1 this department. 
ae * x : 
We suggest that at Christmas time it would be 
vell worth while to give a’ year’s subscription to 
he “Expositor” to some young minister just 
tarting out in the work. The cost is very slight 
nd the usefulness of the magazine very great. 
The publishers make a special price of $1 per 
ear for gift subscriptions to young ministers.) 
. We have had several inquiries for further in- 
ormation concerning methods appearing in this 
epartment. Usually we give all the information 
¢ hand in the article published and sometimes 
he method is an old one. In such cases the 
ditor is unable to furnish further information. 
“he editor will be glad, however, to answer any 
uestions or give further information when he is 
ble to do so. 
Send everything pertaining to this department to 
~. A. King, 4 South Sixth street, North Yakima, 
Vashington. 


THE WEAKNESS IN MOVING 
PICTURES. 

Rev. H. H. Rottmann, International Field Sec- 
etary of the Christian Endeavor movement, 
tipon, Wis., has been using a moving picture ma- 
hine in connection with his rallies. He has been 
ble to draw large audiences of young people 
nd for some time has felt satisfied with his 
york. = : 

In a recent conversation with him he told us 
hat he has given up the plan. He found that 
he picttires were so interesting and so all ab- 
orbing that when his lecture was over the young 
eople talked about the pictures and forgot the 
eal message he intended to convey. : 
He now uses a stereopticon. This he carries 
rith him from town to town. He uses illustrated 
ngs, illustrated stories, and straight pictures 
om which he draws many lessons. . 

e says that where the picture rematiis for 
ome time on the lantern screen it has a chance 
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to “sink in” to the mind and what he says in 
connection with it remains in the memory with 
the image of the picture. 

We have seen and heard him in this latter plan 
and believe he has much truth on his side of the 
argument. Mr. Rottmann feels that something of 
this kind is. quite necessary to his work and a 
man who devotes his life to distinctively religious 
work among young people all over the west ought 
to know whereof he speaks. 


We give this word of warning to those who 
are thinking of using moving pictures among the 
young for religious purposes. Do not allow the 
crowds that gather to see the pictures induce you 
to believe that they are all equally impressed 
with your religious message. Moving pictures do 
serve a purpose in religious education, but just 
what that purpose is in practice should be very 
carefully investigated. 


ADVICE TO A YOUNG PASTOR. 

No man has a more sincere desire to avoid 
mistakes than the average pastor. He feels the 
sacredness of his calling and longs to make the 
most of himself and of his people. He above 
all others wishes to profit by the mistakes of 
others. The following suggestions made to an 
earnest young minister may help others who are 
passing through the beginning days of their pas- 
toral labors. 

1. Have Faith in God. Mark 11:22, 23. 

The Christian minister must above all else be 
a man of faith. For him mountains are ever be- 
ing removed. It is his by the power of Christ 
to be ever doing the impossible. “Prayer and 
pains through faith in Jesus Christ will do al- 
most anything.” It is a mistake for any Chris- 
tian and certainly for any minister to get dis- 
couraged. Under the juniper tree is a poor 
place for the servant of the victorious Christ. 
No man can tell good tidings to others until he 
himself has learned how to live on the high 
mountain with his God. Supremely must the 
man who preaches faith be himself a man of 
faith. 

2. Diligently keep your study hours. 
4 :13-16. 

Carefully prepare every sermon. One way of 
filling the church is to give the people something 
so good that they cannot afford to stay away. 
Study the Word. Preach the great truths. Be 
a master in the pulpit. Your pulpit is your 
throne. Do not fritter away your time on un- 
important details. Nothing that you can do will 
atone for your failure in the pulpit. Just now 
not a few good men are wasting time on meth- 
ods and machinery which ought to be given to 
pulpit preparation. Be diligent in your pulpit 
preparation. For several hours every day give 
yourself wholly to it. 

3. Yourself live the church rule. 
15-18. : 

When anything is wrong in the life of any 
member, go to the member himself; have a heart 
to heart talk with him. As a rule there will be 
no need of a sermon on Sunday. Generally it is 
a mistake to preach about dancing and card play: 


it Abiweny, 


Matt.18: 
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ing. Preaching the Gospel is presenting Jesus 
Christ to men. It is not the emphasizing of the 
“Thou shalt nots’ of the Mosaic or any other 
law. When Jesus Christ in His fulness comes 
into any life foolish things are sure to go out. 

4, In the pulpit avoid personalities. Do not 
reproduce personal conversations. Preach the 
great truths of the Gospel. As pastor you are 
to be the friend and confidant of every one. 
To be worthy of confidence you must not betray 
confidences. Carefully avoid giving away per- 
sonal confidences entrusted to you. 

5. Finally, make it your aim day by day to 
live. 1 Cor. 16:13-14. Rev. Version, “Let all 
that ye do be done in love.” Whenever you have 
an unpleasant thing to say in public or in pri- 
vate, be sure to say it in love—The Rocky 
Mountain Congregationalist. 


SHALL WE GIVE OR RECEIVE? 

During the past few years the question arises 
at Christmas time whether or not the Sunday 
~ School will have a tree for the children’s pres- 
ents or presents from the children to some char- 
itable purpose. Some say that the children in 
the school should receive presents. That is what 
the tree is for. Others declare that to continue 
the receiving tree is to cultivate selfishness among 
the children and this tends to encourage forget- 
fulness for the needs and comforts of others. 

This place has been settled in many places by 
having two trees, one for presents and one for 
gifts. The first tree is unloaded but the second 
remains through the entertainment for the poor 
and unfortunate, the things being gathered up 
and distributed by a committee on the next day. 

In other places the school itself supplies or- 
anges and candy to the primary, junior and in- 
termediate grades only. The whole school is 
then asked to bring such gifts as may be needed 
for the special cause. This may be for the 
church poor, the King’s Daughters’ Society, the 
Salvation Army, or any charitable committee. 

Wherever the plan of giving is urged as over 
against the custom of receiving the children take 
to it with pleasure and enthusiasm. If you have 
never tried this plan attempt it this year and you 
will continue the plan. 

If you have files of the “Expositor” you will 
find this question thoroughly discussed in Vol- 
ume 10, No. 3, December, 1908, page 97. (There 
are other ideas for Christmas in the same mag- 
zine.) Two articles, “Christmas Investments” 
and “Christmas Without a Christmas Tree,” are 
to be found in the “Expositor” for December, 
1909. In the “Expositor” for December, 1910, 
there are many Christmas suggestions and on p. 
140 there is a condensed index to other Christ- 
mas material. 


SUGGESTIVE SERMON TOPICS FOR 
THE CHRISTMAS SEASON. 

What the Christ Child has done for Child- 
hood. Luke 1:78-79. 

A splendid book for use in preparing this 
sermon is Charles Loring Brace’s “Gesta Christi.” 

The Influence of Jesus. Luke 3:30-39. 

Jesus, His Place in History and Life. 

Jesus Christ: What Is He to Me? 

God’s Best Gift to the World. 

Yuletide or Christmas, Which? 


CHRISTMAS SOUVENIRS. 

The Washington Street Church Sunda; 
School, Toledo, Ohio, known as “The Mario: 
Lawrance Sunday School,” always leads in its 
large plans for Christmas and other special oc- 
casions. The following souvenir was used last 
year. Each child was given a star containing 
the words, “Star of Bethlehem Shines for You.” 
on one side, and on the other the words, “191 
Christmas Giving Service.” ; 


_/ STAR 
BETHLEHEM 


SHINES 
FOR YOU 


It is a most excellent plan to give the children 
some reminder to carry away with them. ‘The 
cost is small but the result is large. 


CHRISTMAS IN THE CHURCH. 

The special work at Christmas is done by the 
Sunday School, but the pastor is very often the 
one to make the suggestions and carry out the 
plans. In large churches where there are suit- 
able rooms and plenty of helpers, preparations 
for Christmas are not difficult. In small churches 
the pastor and sometimes his family figure large- 
ly in the plans. 

There is one thing that every church can d 
and that is decorate the auditorium. This ca 
be made ready for Christmas Sunday and dec- 
orations left as they are for several weeks. 
Mottoes may be cut out of card board covered 
with green and placed on the walls. “Peace on 
Earth, Good Will to Men” makes a fine motte 
to place on the wall over the pulpit platform. 

The morning service may have in it the true 
elements of Christmas cheer and brightness. The 
scripture reading, the hymns, the anthem and 
solo may be selected especially for the day. The 
sermon should be the very best of which the 
preacher is capable. 

In the evening a Christmas concert or cantatz 
may be given by the young people of the Sun- 
day School. This should be decidedly religiou: 
and not a mere entertainment. The Christma: 
tree or other exercises should be on a week 
day night. 

We know of a church that was in great neec 
of money. Before Christmas the trustees se. 
cured a supply of collection devices from The 
Christian Finance Association, 2 Maiden Lane 
New York, and distributed them among th 
children. 
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The design used was a star so arranged as to 
sId one dollar in dimes. At the Christmas en- 
ttainment a huge silver star was erected on an 
isel on the platform and the children marched 
2 and hung their stars on the large star by 
eans of pins previously fastened in the large 
ar. In this way much interest was aroused and 
»goodly sum of money was secured. 


The pastor generally sends out a holiday re- 
inder in the nature of a Christmas message or 
reeting. These may be sécured already printed 
> such church printers as the Woolverton. 

thers are mentioned in the advertising pages 
{ this magazine.) 


This plan is an excellent one because at this 
eason of the year everybody is in the mood to 
eceive messages of helpfulness and good cheer. 
he pastor may also write letters to the sick and 
qut-in that are in his parish and thus distri- 
ate Christmas cheer where it will be heartily 
‘elcome. In some places where there are chil- 
ren’s choirs Christmas carols may be sung early 
hhristmas morning in and around the town. 
Too much cannot be made of Christmas in the 
nall town or country. It is the time when 
eople are eager and willing to work. 


Old South Church 


The last four Sunday Even 
ings of the Old Bear with 
Special Music 


THE FINANCIAL STUMBLING-BLOCK 
AND HOW TO REMOVE IT. 

We have in mind three comparatively recent 
cases of ministers who have met with the in- 
evitable financial question. One of them con- 
quered the situation but resigned later; another 
has left the ministry entirely, and the third is 
struggling with a situation that will cause his 
resignation later. 

The first young man had his salary raised by 
the church at its annual meeting. The trustees, 
not securing the money necessary for the cur- 
rent expenses, decided to cut the pastor’s salary 
to the old figure and expected him to resign so 
that the church could “catch up” with its bank 
account before another pastor was called! 

The young man argued against the reduction 
of his salary on the ground that he had can- 
vassed for all the money anyway. He settled 
the disturbance temporarily by going out and 
raising the deficit while the trustees did nothing. 
He succeeded, but resigned because he could not 
endure the business methods employed by the 
board and because of the mean way the men 
took to get rid of him. 

The second young man was a very hard work- 
er. He was not a strong man as a financial man- 


Theme: FArom the Eben 
ing Twilight to the 
Morning Brightness 


Genesis, Third Chapter 


December 9 


he 
ot 


J was afraid and J 
hid myself 
Sermon topic: 

Self-Made Coward. 
Qn after-sermon 
besper serbice: The 
Pilgrims’ Evening 


December 16 


he 
Sea 


Enmity and Sor- 
roy. Sermon topic: 
The Hting of the 
Law anthems and 
Hymn Tunes ar- 
ranged from secu- 
lar music 


December 23 


The Flaming 
Dwword Arise, shine! 
For thy light is come. 
Sermon topic: Bour Lost 
Paradise: can it be Re- 


covered ?>¥. Christmas 
Serbice. yj A carol 
service from ancient 


and modern sources 


December 30 


_Obe 
(Dormng 


The God of Peace 
The New World and the 
Pew Pear. Mermon top- 
ic: The Protevangel: The 
Wonderful Gospel. we | 
After the sermon, : 
ASong of the Night 
bp Dudley Buck; a ser- 
bice appropriate to the 
dping pear 


Hong, Mendelssohn 


A SERMON BY MAIL. 


At the Marble Collegiate Church, Fifth avenue 
id Twenty-ninth street, New York City, printed 
pies of the Rev. David James Burrell’s sermons 
e gratuitously distributed at the evening service 
ery Sunday (usually about 35 issues per annum) 
om October to June, inclusive. 

For the convenience of persons wishing to re- 
ive the sermons weekly, a mailing list has been 
tablished to which names may be added at any 
ne by the payment of one dollar to cover post- 
e and mailing for one year from date of receipt. 
Subscriptions and requests for specimen copies 
ould be sent to Mr. H. P. Wareheim, 1 West 
wenty-ninth street, New York City. 
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ager, but he preached well and was a good 
friend. He was consecrated to his work, but 
the current expenses got behind and the trustees 
held a meeting to inform the preacher that he 
was the cause of the trouble! This has hap- 
pened twice in his ministry! The last time he 
actually gave up. The criticisms of the people, 
spurred on by the trustees, took all the heart 
out of him. He resigned and gave up the min- 
istry altogether. 

The third victim of this miserable policy is 
a splendid minister with a fine education. He is 
able and has done great things for the moral 
uplift of the town in which he lives. The trou- 
ble here is the same. Not a word is said against 


' 


the character of the preacher, but the church is 
running behind financially. What are the trus- 
tees going to do? Will they raise the money? 


In this case the church held a meeting, ex- 
penses were cut down to the minimum and the 
pastor relinquished a good share of his salary 
to make up the deficit. The church will com- 
plete the year without further debt, but several 
of the men have “advised” the pastor to resign! 
He will remain on the field until he can con- 
veniently retire and then resign. 


We learn from these cases several things. 


First: One of the stubborn facts in the life 
of a church is the financial question. So long 
- as churches are supported by voluntary gifts 
from the people the minister is subject to the 
whims and eccentricities of the people. This is 
annoying enough, but when the pastor is charged 
with being the cause of deficits it is exceedingly 
embarrassing. The minister is tempted to yield 
to the desires of the people just to please them. 
He is influenced to make himself popular at the 
sacrifice of principle. 


. Second: Trustees are usually very busy men 
engaged in the thoroughly secular enterprises. 
They are preoccupied and often not interested 
in the spiritual welfare of the church. Then, 
again, they take a cold, businesslike view of the 
money question. 


They have no idea of the conception the pas- 
tor has of the sacredness of his call to the min- 
istry. To the trustees. he is a hired man. It is 
his business to “draw” the crowds, win the good 
will of the people and thus cause the free will 
offerings to increase, When these diminish, the 
minister is blamed, and if he cannot in some way 
make good the loss, he is asked to resign. » An- 
other pastor is sought who can do what the 
former preacher failed to do. For this reason 
short pastorates are economically valuable! This 
is not true of all churches, but true in so many 
cases that the rule is considered general. 


Third: The pastor is thus brought face to 
face with a condition that must be met and con- 
quered. How shall he do it? 


a By making himself conversant with the 
best business methods used by the successful 
pastors and churches. He should be in a posi- 
tion to suggest better ways of handling the 
finances and in cases where necessary, attend to 
some of the work himself. If the trustees de- 
cline to adopt some plan that involves personal 
work on their part, the pastor may secure their 
approval of a plan of his own. With the author- 
ity of the board behind him, he may carry his 
plan to a successful issue among the people. 


wee pastor may seek to educate the trustees 
in church finances. He can raise their estimate 
of the ministerial “call.” He can lead them to 
see that he is not wholly responsible for the 
finances. In many ways the men can be shown 
that the financial responsibility is divided 
throughout the church. He may also show, by 
his action and interest, that he is doing every- 
thing in his power to build up the church. 

¢ There is one other thing to do and that is 
to look forward to the annual meeting to see 
which one of the trustees terms of office expires 
and either work to have him re-elected ot 
dropped and another man put in his place. We 
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| 
know of many critical situations that have been 
saved by this method. The pastor is justified is 
using “politics” here, if he does not injure any: 
one. A minister must be a stavesman. : 

Conclusions: The welfare of the church is of 
such vital importance that any pastor is justified 
in devoting much time to the finances. If he 
can ever once put the church on a thorough- 
going business basis he will have accomplishe¢ 
a really great achievement. a 

Conditions like those mentioned in the begin 
ning of this article serve to discourage young 
ministers and to keep many men from entering 
the ministry; but every calling has its troubles 
and the cause of Christ represented by his 
church is worthy of the best ability of the ee 
est young men. Conditions can be ea 


i 

A CHURCH EMPLOYMENT BUREAU. 
The Second Presbyterian Church of Pitts 
burg has undertaken a very important work ir 
the establishment of an employment bureau. The 
pastor had many requests for aid in securia 
positions and he brought the matter before th 
business men of the congregation. Five men, al 
of them prominently identified with big corpora 
tions in various lines of business, will help in the 
matter, and the assistant pastor of the churel 
will have charge of the bureau. 4 
Smaller churches and churches in smaller cit 
ies would not be able to do so large a work anc 
yet probably there is no town where work o 
this kind is not needed, and no church so smal 
that it cannot give helpful service along this line 
—Exchange. | 
AN EXCELLENT CALLING SYSTEM. | 
The following card is given to any membe: 


of the church requesting them to call on th 
person mentioned on the card; 
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HAVE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION CARD 
Seas READY. 

This is the month to plan for the raising of 
he budget for 1912. Do not put it off until 
anuary. Go over the matter thoroughly, an- 
lounce the budget and prepare a pledge like the 
ollowing: 


=e September r7th, rors. 
Tith the understanding that this pledge is purely voluntary, 
nay be recalled at any time by giving notice, I agree to 
or one year from date, 

j oy 

parrent Expenses of My Church, $................ Weekly, 
O present the same at. the usual time and place appoint- 


* the worship of God, or hand to some properly appointed 
Ae 


505 5 Se eee 


he Church of which I am a member is MY Church, and its 
tions are proportionately MY obligations; hence I am pro- 
nately responsible for its standing in the community. 


_ WHAT ONE PASTOR IS DOING. 

- An active pastor writes as follows in one of 
yur exchanges: 

"The plan of having some particular interest 
= the church represented at each mid-week serv- 
eé¢ has worked satisfactorily. The first Wednes- 
lay evening of eacn month is observed as mis- 
donary night; the second as young people’s 
uight; the third as Bible study night, and fourth 
is men’s night. At the Sunday evening services 
he pastor has just finished a course of addresses 
ipon ‘The True Christian Science,’ and a 
houghtful audience has come together every 
sunday evening during the two months required 
0 give this course. A Bible class of forty-seven 
‘oung people has been organized.” 


ONE WAY TO TEACH MISSIONS. 

In accordance with the plan being taken up in 
Sunday Schools of having a certain room in 
which missionary work is studied, the Sunday 
School of the Baptist church now has a room 
which is at present furnished in simple but 
itistic Japanese style. 

It is Japanese for the time being, because the 
study about missions is on the work in the Jap- 
wnese field. This room is used in turn by each 
‘lass in the school for its lesson on missions. 
With furnishings in the style of the country con- 
sidered, the study is more realistic. There are 
10 seats in the room and a teacher or leader 
sroups her class about on the floor just as Jap- 
nese would do. The Ladies’ Mission Circle 
10ld their meetings in this room also. 


0 


ICHELS DIMES — 


‘ i i ins i ful way of raising 
Collecting a mile of coins is a novel and success ) 
paney for ‘a Church or Society. The coins will not ares off ot 
our holders. No adhesive used. Write for samples and price: 


A HARRISON PRINTING & ADVERTISING CO., UNION CITY, INDIANA 4 


PLAN FOR TEACHERS’ AND WORKERS’ 
MEETING. 

The Presbyterian Church of North Yakima has 
introduced a most excellent plan for this win- 
ter. The outline is as follows: 

Inspiration—information—instruction, 

Time—Last Monday evening in each month, 
6:30 p. m. Fellowship supper, 7:15 p. m. Reg- 
ular program. 

Place—Bible school auditorium. 

Inspiration. 

Program—Devotional. Prayer, scripture les- 
son, song optional. 

Information. 

Subjects for Study—Any one or two of these 
subjects to be considered at each meeting for 10 
or 15 minutes. Any one subject may be con- 
sidered more than once. All leaders selected 
some time in advance. 

1. Unified plan of missionary education. This 
study will embrace the course of instruction as 
outlined by our missionary department instructors. 

2. Personal workers’ methods and Christian 
teachings. Principles involved in presenting the 
claims of Jesus Christ to our scholars and 
friends. 

3. Bible outlines. Books of the Bible and cer- 
tain teachings. 

4. Modern Bible School Methods. This study 
will take up ten Great Sunday Schools. Develop- 
ment in local, state and worldwide fields. 

5. Church History. Our own Presbyterian 
Church in North Yakima. Also some modern 
church methods. 

6. School Problems. All question-box matters 
will be considered in round-table discussion. 
Questions placed in box must bear signature of 
writer. 

7. Recent Publications. Books, pamphlets, 
helps and selected articles bearing on religious 
work, 

8. Illustrations. From history, literature, na- 
ture, art, experience, also by chemical demonstra- 
tion, blackboard drawings, etc. 


A COMMUNION INVITATION. 

Not being able to afford the expense of an 
elaborate invitation letter with a communion 
token we secured an electro of the Last Supper 
and printed it on a postal card and mailed. it to 
the members of the parish. The card is as fol- 
lows: 

This is a very inexpensive plan and_ suf- 
ficiently unique to win attention. We most 
heartily recommend the use of the electros wher- 
ever possible. Such a cut as this one can_be 
secured of Goodenough & Woglom Co., 122 Nas- 
sau St. New York City, at seventy-five cents. 


THE PASTOR’S WELCOME. 

The Old South Church of Worcester, Mass., 
uses a unique and very interesting “Pastor’s Wel- 
come.” a little book that is given to each person 
uniting with the church. : 

The first inside page contains “The Pastor's 
Greeting,’ as follows: 

Beloved Friend in Christ: 

With unfeigned joy I welcome you to thes fel- 
lowship of disciples in our church. 

I hail you in the most blessed of all work, 
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Kingdom-building. The Covenant you have 
taken at the altar of our church is unspeakably 
sacred, Its faithful fulfillment guarantees spir- 
itual progress and the priceless gift of heart 
peace. The bud, the blossom, and the fruit, wit- 
ness to the gracious results of implicit obedi- 
ence to the father’s will. Christian graces come 
to their flowering and fruitage through trustful 
obedience. I entreat you to be loyal, purpose- 
ful, and prayerful. Heaven’s beatitude rests on 
whole-hearted service. 


Only the workers win. Let your service be 
joyful, stimulating, hope-giving. Support the 
stated services of your church by your cheering 
presence. Constancy and consistency are pre- 
eminent qualities in the growing Christian. 


Let us, with heart-sincerity, pledge ourselves to 
affectionate co-operation, remembering that “our 
sufficiency is of God.” 

Faithfully your pastor, 


The second page contains a picture of the 
church. The third page contains the church cov- 
enant as follows: 

My Covenant 
with 
The First (Old South) Church 
of Worcester. 
Trusting in the guiding grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ I cheerfully enter into the 
following Covenant: 


“T covenant with this church as a true church 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that I will study, cher- 
ish, and advance its interests; love and watch 
over its members as brethren, and so order my 
life as to do honor to its faith and ordinances by 
my example.” 


Scriptural monition given with the right hand of 
fellowship. 


The fourth page is a photograph of the pastor 
and the inside cover page carries the “Church’s 
Pledge of Loyalty” as follows: 

“We, then, members of this church, welcome 
you to our communion and to all the blessed 
privileges of children in the Father’s House. 

“We break with you this bread of life. We 
share with you this cup of blessing. We ask 
your aid in turning to our Master the souls of 
men. We covenant with you to hold your peace 
and welfare dear to us and to aid you by our 
sympathy, our counsels and prayers.” 


EXAMINATION FOR CHURCH MEM- 
BERSHIP. 

In many churches the custom of examining 
candidates still prevails, and anything that makes 
the experience less difficult and embarrassing is 
welcome. In one of the older New England 
churches the candidate is given an examination 
blank to fill out and hand to the pastor who 
brings it before the Board of Deacons. It is so 
ame ant and suggestive that we give it in full 

ere: 

toe ts. it your earnest purpose to forsake all 
evil and to live a Christian life, in accordance 
with the spirit and teachings of Jesus? 

2. Have you from your heart accepted God 

Do you know of a vacant pulpit? 


us how much it pays and give us nam 
of pulpit committee. 


as your Father, Christ as your Saviour and M 
ter, and the Holy Spirit as your Guide? — 

3. Do you recognize the need of daily c 
munion with God for wisdom and strength? 

4. Do you believe that knowledge of the trv 
is necessary to Christian life and growth, a 
do you intend to be a diligent student of 1 
Bible? | 

5. How long have you been a Christian 
ciple; and what led you to take the step? 

6. Have you been baptized? | 

7, Are you a member of the. Sunday Schoo 
The Endeavor Society? or other Church orga 
izations? 

8. What reasons can you give for desiring’ 
unite with the church? 


9. What special line of Christian work ma 
strongly appeals to you? | 

10. If you are accepted as a member of tk 
Church will you, as far as you are able, atte: 
its services, help in its work, and contribute to 
support? 


THE “WIN ONE BAND.” 
December and January are often devoted 
revival services. In connection with them it 
often desirable to have a pledged personal wor 
ers’ band. The following, used by a church 
Massachusetts, has been very useful: 


WIN ONE BAND 


Prayeriully relying on God for help, 1 will try and 
win some one for Christ. 
THIS IS THE KING’S BUSINESS 


“He that winneth souls is wise.” ‘And they that be wise shall shine as the 


“‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness 
as the stars for ever and ever.” 


“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”’ 


Name—__. 


Address 


ADVICE TO CHURCHES BY A BUSINES 
EXPERT. 

Let a church face its business courageously. 
better set of officers must replace an old gua 
that has proved its inefficiency. Publicity mt 
replace a policy of pious concealment. Let t 
financial statement be printed, instead of garbl 
and mumbled at the annual meeting. Eve 
shareholder has a right to study the facts. 


_ Let a budget be prepared in businesslike fas 
ion and lived up to. By all means the annt 


We will send you a 50c book if you will tell 
2 ame and address of church official or chairman 
xpositor Pulpit Exchange, 708 Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, O. 
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ficit must be avoided to restore credit. It can 
prevented by anticipating it, and can always 
: obviated either by increasing resources or cur- 
iling expenditures. You do it in private busi- 
‘ss; do it for the church. 

Let the constituency be tactfully increased by 
anly, personal appeals on the broad motives of 
e necessity for local religious work. Let the 
‘stor co-operate in every way necessary. He is 
ost vitally affected; he should be willing .to 


spect, never outside the actual church families. 
2g never. Urge prompt collections and main- 
in the church’s credit by payments when due. 
pec hange. 


THE WEEK OF PRAYER. 


The first of January is the time for the week 
;, prayer for churches of all denominations. 
ae way to make the most of such a season of 
tition is to plan a series of union meetings. 
*t all the prayer meetings combine in one large 
e. Divide up the topics between the pastors of 
e different churches. If there are good lay- 
on speakers, they may be included. 
At each service there ought ‘to be a special 
1sical selection prepared by one of the churches. 
en and women from different churches ought 
be spoken to before the meetings to offer 
ayer when opportunity offers. 
These meetings are especially useful in small 
wns. ‘They tend to unify the people and bring 
2 united church into prominence. It is hoped 
it this year many of the pastors represented 
the “Expositor” family will follow out this 
in. 


BOOK NOTICE. 
At least one book a month will be mentioned. 
ily such books as are requested and calculated 
be helpful to pastors in their work will be 
ticed. 
LITTLE TEN MINUTES,” or a Pastor’s Talk 
th His Children, by Frank T. Bayley, D. D., 
lished by Fleming H. Revell Co., Chicago. 
d cloth, pp. 190. This book contains 65 de- 
htful talks to children by a pastor who under- 
nds them. That the book has been reprinted 
Spanish, Turkish and Armenian for the use 
missionaries indicates its unusual value. We 
mmend it to pastors who desire to win the 
Idren by the story teller’s art. 


Ip. Solicit as little as possible, and, in self-. 
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THE CHURCH AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS. 

We have been trying a new plan with our Sun- 
day evening service. There has been a sort of - 
civic revival going on in the city and the new 
commission form of government has beem intro- 
duced. 

In view of the great interest manifested dur- 
ing the political campaign it seemed wise to at- 
tempt some plan by which the people might be- 
come better acquainted with the social and in- 
dustrial problems of the city. 

The first move was made on Labor Day when 
our church was decorated on the exterior. 
Among other things we placed a huge banner 
across the front of the building bearing the 
words, “Jesus Christ the Master Builder.” 
Strangely enough this was the only decoration 
in the city on that day. Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil acknowledged it by passing resolutions of ap- 
preciation. 

At the next meeting of the Brotherhood a plan 
of Sunday evening services for the study of the 
problems of society was presented and _ heartily 
adopted. The plan consisted of a series of pub- 
lic meetings to be held in the church Sunday 
nights at the usual hour of service. The first 
one was to be a discussion of “City Problems” 
by the three new commissioners. The second a 
study of the “Juvenile Delinquent,’ with ad- 
dresses by the Judge of the Superior Court, the 
Court Commissioner and the District Superin- 
tendent of the State Children’s Home Finding 
Society. 

(Continued on page 176) 


The Editor of this Department has the follow- 
ing books and pamphlets for sale: 
“CLEAN /ND STRONG.’’—A book for Young 
Men—(The best Christmas present fora $4 00 
son)—Rev. E. A. King and F. B. Meyer o— 
“HELPS TO HEALTH AND PURITY” 50 c 

By E. A. King 
“How to Live a Clean Life,’ “and ‘How to 
Teach Personal Purity to aS. S. Class,” 
[oyaye slab ole s6 ee Rana MCS Oe cocest orig Ceceacht TRC 
“The Next Thing in Religion”......... 5 cents 


With each order will be sent gratis copies of “Sexual 
Hygiene” and “The Knights of the White Cross— 
Who They Are and What They Do.” 


E. A. KING d 


4 So. 6th Street NO. YAKIMA, WASH. 


HRE® 


instructions in the use of 
MOORE’S 
LOOSE LEAF 
PARISH 
RECORD 
also Sample Sheets and Catalog of 


AOORE’S: MODERN METHODS 
SENT ON REQUEST 


Affords a labor saving, convenient, and classified 
record of Church attendants, Church, Sunday School 
and Y.P. Society members, with indexes arranged 
by streets, together with a separate alphabetical list 
of all names, also record of the sick, and possible 


members, etc., etc. 


JOHN C. MOORE CORPORATION 


717 STONE STREET 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 
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(Continued from page 175) 


The third meeting was to study “Socialism” 
with two. speakers appointed by the Socialists 
themselves. The fourth meeting was planned for 
a study of the “Problems of Organized Labor.” 
The Trades and Labor Council entertained a 
committee from our Brotherhood and agreed to 
appoint three speakers. 


The newspapers took up the matter with great 
interest and all the people interested responded 
heartily. A large chorus choir was organized 
and much advertising done. The results have 
been satisfactory in every respect. Large crowds 
filled the church to overflowing and the moral 
and civic tone of the community really improved. 


The purpose of the meetings as stated in the 
newspapers was to study the social and indus- 
trial problems of the city and of the country by 
laymen who would be invited to use the pulpit 
as a free platform from which to express their 
honest views. The plan was to bring together 
men and women of different points of view with 
the expectation of their better understanding of 
each other, and that such a fellowship would 
would work out great good for the city. 


We recommend such meetings in small towns 
and cities where the church can sway an influ- 
ence. Many times the churches are criticized 
severely because they seem to ignore the prac- 
tical questions of daily life, but such meetings 
as these remove the objection entirely and create 
a large respect for purpose and aim of the 
church’s leaders. 


Se eee saree 


Envelope 
Rreonn System 


bas two recent improve- 
ments that positively re- 
move the last danger of 
mistakes in crediting contributions. Can be found 


TO TREASURERS 


only in the envelopes manufactured by the origina- 
tors of the Duplex Envclope System 
—the organization responsible for 
every improvement made in Duplex 
service during the past ten years. 


Write for ‘‘Duplex Unit?’ 50 
DUPLEX - RICHMOND, VA. 


TRADE MARK 


BE YOUR OWN 


EVANGELIST 


ILLUSTRATE YOUR SERMONS BY THE USE OF | 


LONG’S PULPIT PAINTINGS 


A two-fold help to the Pastor in presenting Bible truths, 


Counteracting outside attractions and presenting religio’ 


truths in keeping with the object sought in religious in 


struction. 


Experience has proven that their use makes the most 


practical Evangelistic help that a pastor can obtain. They} 
reach non-churchgoers, quicken spiritual life and awakens 


revivals. 


Pastor’s Manual (25 cents) gives full list of subjects it n 


detail. 


EDWIN M. LONG & SON 
Twelfth and Berks Sts., 


q 
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Philadephia, Pa. 


SERRA AAA HM MHASH 


Adopted by Hundreds of 
Pastors and Churches 


In 30 states of the Union— 
in Canada—in Australia, and 
new territory added every 
month. 


The Co-operative Plan is 
Feasible and Practicable 


and has made this enterprise a 
great success which has necessitated 
our removal from St. Charles to 
our present location, one of the in- 
dustrial centres of the North West. 


WRITE FOR PARTICULARS. 


(Department E) 
406 Fifth Avenue South 


62 
We 
S2 
<2 
Ww 
wv 
oe 
oe 
o3 
v 
G2 
We 
$2 
We 
1% 
Se 
G8 
S2 
Se 
We 
<2 
So 
W 
hy 
C0 
62 
We 
We 
Ww 
Vv 
Ve 
1% 
o4 
on 
ve 
We 
vw 
o3 
ov 
o2 
ve 
S2 
Ve 
$2 
S23 
v. 
68 


The Interdenominational Press 


Minneapolis, Minn. | 


The Church Magazine 


A Necessity—A Possibility—A Success 


| 


TITISTISISIISS ESTO SSS ES ESS TSS! 


PRINTING 


for 


know about. 


AVE money for yourself and your church b i 
; C y using our 
Eaated Supplies for churches. : 
almost every occasion in church and Sunday Schoo 
work, church calendars, weekly offering envelope ae 
the duplex envelopes, 
cards, topic cards, 
invitation folders, and lots more that you will be glad to 


TheWOOLVERTON PRINTING 
& PUBLISHING CO.,_ osace, 1owa 


CHURCHES 


We have cards for 


_Pastor’s holiday souvenirs, motto 
birthday cards, class pins, novelty 


Write for our new catalog today. 


SS SS 
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PRINTING 


That Attracts and Brings Results 


is the only kind it pays to buy. A postal 
will bring you enough samples to convince 
you that my line of Illustrated Church 
Printing is far superior to all others in art | 
and workmanship. “an 


JOSEPH E. BAUSMAN {208¢3 
542 E. GIRARD AVENUE PHILADELPHIA | 


Send 85c for a copy of ‘‘Seeing Truth,” a new book 
on object teaching with magical and mechanical | 
effects, by Dr. C. H. Woolston, the greatest object 
teacher of the day; 205 pages; fully illustrated; noth- 
ing like it. a 


7 “HOW I WAKED UP.” 


articular rural life problem in a thorough way, 
etting some distance below the surface of the 
ubject considered. That was seed sowing and 
e hope it is bearing fruit. This year we are 
‘ampaigning for results. And we want the har- 
rest to be many fold greater. 


Do the readers of the Cuuntry Church De- 
artment want a Rural Life Question Box in 
onnection with the department? If there is a 
eneral wish for this let it be expressed. Any 
‘eader may begin at once by sending questions 
elating to the problems and needs of rural 
christianity to the editor, and we will consider 
he matter of answering them for the benefit 
vf all readers of these pages. 

“How I waked up’—that is the question. How 
lid you wake up? How did you become vitally 
nterested in studying country church methods 
ind helps? 

A country pastor with whom I had some cor- 
espondence to learn the actual results of his 
vork writes me as follows: 

“T want to ask your pardon for not replying 
0 you, but the reason was that at that time I 
new nothing of the question and could not cite 
esults. I was simply a ‘city minister’ tem- 
iorarily playing with the problem, scarcely more 
han conscious that the problem existed. Since 
hat date I have been profoundly stirred to 
hought and action, have read a number of books 
nd articles on the subject, have attended two 
onferences and am organizing two conferences, 
nd have delivered a number of addresses in this 
tate on ‘Community Betterment’ and the ‘Coun-. 
ry Church.” 

It is evident that that minister woke up. He 
ives us some hint of the process. 

Now the editor will give a prize of three dol- 
ars to the author of the best report and a prize 
f two dollars to the writer of the second best 
eport on “How I Waked Up,” subject to the 
ollowing conditions: 

1. The statements must contain no more than 
00 words. 

2. They must be in the editor’s hands not later 
aan January 10, 1912. 

3. The reports when submitted are to be the 
roperty of the editor. 

4, The two best reports, and probably others, 
ill be published in the Country Church De- 
artment. 

5. The contestants must be country ministers, 
nd it is to be expected that they shall report 
pon the way that they have become alive and 
fective in handling the religious problems of 
iral or country parishes. 

‘Let us make this contest a campaign for re- 
ilts, 


‘agement and support. 


_ COUNTRY CHURGH DEPARTMENT. 
1 SOU RUSE Ee OE | 


“LBELIEVE IN: THE HOLY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH: 


The editor of the Country Church Depart- 
ment is very much of the conviction that one 
of the most fearful causes of weakness and in- 
efficiency with a multitude of country churches is 
unbelief. Hardly a Sunday passes but we pro- 
fess before solemn congregations, “I believe in 
the Holy Catholic Church,’ and straightway 
within twelve hours, in some open, practical way 
we show to all the world that we believe more 
in scores of other things than the church. We 
freely and habitually give away the opportunity 
and leadership of the church to other organiza- 
tions which we know to be rivals to the church. 
The resources which belong primarily to the 
organization which before and above all others 
is “the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world” we are willing to give to any one of a 
score or more secondary organizations which 
come along with earnest, popular appeals and 
promises. They beg for the privilege of under- 
taking the neglected and unfinished task of the 
Church of Jesus Christ, and we are only too 
glad to go with the crowd which will make the 
loudest noise and flaunt the greatest promises. 
Had we not better, during the month of De- 
cember, earnestly ponder the matter of standing 
by our profession? Why not be consistent? Let 
us blame no one for the past, but let us begin 
at once, get our bearings before the dawning of 
the new year, and settle down to show the world 
that we do believe in the church. The wonder 
is that the rural churches are as vital and help- 
ful as they are when we so often give them 
but the burned cinder of our thought and per- 
sonal service. Our Christian work has been done 
too much by indirection; let us make a full 
and determined demonstration of the power of 
direct, concentrated, \fundamental belief in the 
body of which Christ is the head. 


A Massachusetts minister recently told me the 
story of his experience which illustrates this very 
point. With his permission I repeat his words 
in the hope that some one will catch the much 
needed lesson therefrom of concentration. If 
any country minister has had an experience of 
multiplying life by subtracting machinery, of pro- 
ducing more organization by securing fewer or- 
ganizations, the editor will be glad to learn of 
such instances. The Country Church Depart- 
ment will be glad to publish one or two striking 
accounts of telling results of social pruning in 
rural gardens. 


The account above referred to is as follows: 

“This community is one of Boston’s bedrooms. 
We have a good County Y. M. C. A. work for 
boys which is interdenominational in its man- 
There are societies galore. 
My problem is to secure for the church its share 
of the people’s time, money and strength. On 
account of the over-churched condition the best 
work can be done by the co-operation of all 
well disposed citizens. But in that process the 
church is in danger of dropping out of sight. 
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“The churches must intensify along spiritual 
lines. But as things go now the work of these 
‘societies’ is more popular. The country church 
with a free field lives on ‘easy street’ compared 
with one of our churches. I have held this 
church for fourteen years by keeping it along 
old lines, and by helping as a lay member of 
various ‘societies.’ Have just completed a year’s 
work as member of a town committee for build- 
ing a new high school building. I have mod- 
erated a town meeting. I can sing a tenor solo, 
or train my choir or lead a choral union. I have 
served five years on the school board. I am on 
the board of editors of a town paper.” 


RURAL CHURCHES THAT ARE MAKING 
GOOD. 
I 


I firmly believe that the day of the country 
-church has not yet passed. Rather it is in the 
future. Someone has said that this is the gaso- 
line age. It is being proven so far as the country 
is concerned. Seven or eight of my members 
have automobiles. This means that they are go- 
ing to stay in the country and on the farm, for 
here living is cheap and the work is made easy 
by gas propelled machinery. When the call of 
the city comes they run down in their auto, and 
to use their own language, “have all they want,” 
and are glad to get back to the country again. 

I came to Calumet and Hyland charge in Sep- 
tember, 1909. Calumet is a village of 240 people, 
and Hyland is a rural point five miles away. 
Each of these churches up to this time had been 
“out points” of the larger towns near by. Calu- 
met had never had an English speaking resident 
minister. It is a foreign speaking community, 
but the few Americans sent a request to the con- 
ference for a minister, and it was granted. 


Of course the first thing that was needed was 
a parsonage. The people recognized the need and 
responded nobly, $1,000 being raised in a few 
weeks. ‘The work was commenced and a fine 
cement block bungalow was built at a total cost 
of $2,100, and when dedicated the building was 
pronounced free of debt. 


During the time of building the work of or- 
ganization was attended to. The people deter- 
mined to be a live church. At the town, church 
service had always been held in the afternoon 
with Sunday school preceding it so that neither 
had been well attended because of the incon- 
venience of the hour. So it was decided to have 
services in town in the morning and evening and 
at the rural point in the afternoon. This has 
worked so well that the attendance at all services 
has increased more than 100 per cent, and is in- 
creasing all the time. 


For over ten years there had been no young 
people’s society with the result that a new gen- 
eration had grown up without any religious pro- 
vision for them. So an Epworth League was 
formed. Though it is somewhat difficult to hold 
a prayer meeting in the rural church, the people 
having so far to come, we have had a prayer 
meeting at Calumet with but little interruption 
and the people recognize it as an important branch 
of the church work. 


The pastor’s salary is paid by cheque at the 


by any form of sociables. At the begin- 
ning of the second year it was advanced $100 | 
over that of the first year. The salary with the; 
house is $950. The benevolences are raised by | 
the pastor on the budget plan, all of these being | 
paid in full. At the two churches we have two) 
Sunday Schools, two Epworth Leagues, two) 
Ladies’ Aid Societies and one W. F. M. S., all. 
brought to life in the last two years. It is done; 
by believing that the people have a desire for’ 
the things of God and what the church can give | 
them. The country people will respond to the: 
voice of the church if they are but given the: 
attention which they deserve. : 

IGN s 


My present charge is the best in all my min- 
istry, and the present year the best of all the 
years of humble service. | 

A more undesirable field one could hardly be- 
sent to. One minister informed me that he would 
leave the ministry before he would go to such a_ 
place. Another said, “I could not even start a. 
prayer meeting. But very few came to church.” 
The conference minutes report that my predeces- | 
sor received but $175. The parsonage and church | 
were in a condition which told the story of neg- | 
lect. I climbed the mount of sadness and went) 
to work. 

I struck the optimistic note. I told the people 
I had come to find the good things. They looked | 
at me in surprise. But soon things were com-| 
ing our way. The church began to fill up with 
eager worshipers. For three years we have had) 
from sixty to eighty present at our morning | 
services. 


The first thing was to organize a Ladies’ Aid 
Society. It has responded. to the touch of kindly 
interest and done magnificent work.. They have 
fixed up the parsonage. They have $100 in the 
bank. They have not paid the preacher’s salary. 
They have given but twenty-five dollars a year 
for this purpose. We have raised our $500 for 
the much needed church repairs, and I have had 
$600 each year as my salary. We raise more 
for benevolences than was ever before raised in 
the whole history of the church. 

This year we have received on probation 35 
persons and baptized 26. These were mostly 
adults, several among them being men. We have 
a fine men’s brotherhood, a fine male quartet and 
a happy people who have extended a unanimous 
invitation for their pastor to return for a fourth 
year. 

The Roanoke, Louisiana, United Brethren 
Church is in a hamlet of perhaps 100 people. 
The country about it is not very thickly settled. 
This church has a membership of 60, represent- 
ing 17 different states and eight different de- 
nominations. No other church is at this place, 
with the exception of a Dunkard church, which 
has a very small membership. Twenty-two per- 
sons were received into the membership of this 
church at our last communion. These new mem- 
bers represented five denominations. : 

We have a bright and helpful Young People’s 
prayer meeting to which no one over twenty- 
five years of age is admitted. The average at- 
tendance is twenty. We have a Christian’ En- 
deavor Society with forty members. Each month 
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first of every month. Not a penny of it is raise 


a F < , , ; / \ 


his society gives an entertainment of especial 
nterest to young peole. But the hub into which 
ull the spokes run is, of course, the spiritual 
fe of the church. At our general prayer’ meet- 
ng we have a varied program each Thursday 
ight. Five-minute talks upon different topics 
f the day by four or five different people, short 
sible readings, and answers to questions from 
e Question Box are other features. This 
rayer meeting has an average attendance of 
hirty-five. We have a live Sunday school with 
im average attendance of seventy-five. Our 
unday morning congregations average 100 in 
ttendance. We have a Ladies’ Aid Society of 
‘wenty-five members. 


‘This church of sixty members contributes to 
Missions this conference year $700. The pas- 
‘or’s salary is $1,000 and parsonage. The church 
ives for all purposes a total of $2,500 a year, 
or an average of more than $40 a member. All 
tir members are rich, but not in dollars and 
ents. And yet they have marvelously prospered 
nm material things as they have given to the 
ing¢dom of God what was due of their sub- 
tance. We give in the church this year for 
che benefit of the community, a lyceum course 
xf six numbers. The object of this is not to 
make money but to make men. To keep our 
young people from something worse, we aim to 
zive them something better. We will organize 


a Boys’ Brigade soon, and hope to maintain a 


~ 


reulating library. 
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THE COUNTRY CHURCH AND 
my IMMORALITY. 


What One Rural Church Did. 


- One practical and effective method, as experi- 
ment has shown, of reacting against social im- 
morality in the country church and community 
is for the pastor, preferably early in his pastorate, 
to secure a wise Cnristian specialist to speak in 
his church on this subject. The following is an 
address given by one country pastor upon the 
occasion of introducing such a speaker to his 
congregation : 


“Tn presenting the speaker of the morning I 
wish to make a few careful statements. If any- 
one, absent or present, desires a verbatim report 
of my brief remarks it will be gladly furnished. 

“The Christian church is the special. social or- 
ganization for the enjoyment and use of re- 
ligious and ethical values. The mission of the 
church of Christ is to promote the moral and re- 
ligious interests of society. This morning we 
seek to place special emphasis upon the moral 
duties and standards of the church. 


“During the past week I have made a memo- 
randum in one township similar in size to our 
own of' seven cases of social immorality within 
one year. That town is above the average in 
general culture and educational advantage. Each 
of those seven cases have come under the juris- 
diction of the courts or called for the attention 
of civil officers. This immorality has been of 
the nature of illicit intercourse leading to en- 
forced marriages, assault with intent to rape, and 
desertions with charged adultery. I dismiss the 
facts of these cases with three remarks. First, 
the seven cases have been pretty much in the 
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middle or upper strata of the social life of the 
town. Second, three of the seven cases have di- 
rectly involved members of one church, Third, 
if the pastors of the churches in that community 
were asked what they had done or were to do to 
maintain or to regain the moral standards of the 
churches in order to forward the moral interests 
of the community they could only answer that 
nothing positive had been done and that they did 
not know what to do. 

“The moral phase of the problem of the coun- 
try church is most serious. I believe that the 
per capita per cent of social immorality is greater 
in the average country town than in the great 
cities. No one as yet knows the real facts of 
such conditions. Though I have studied this 
problem to some extent in both city and country, 
I cannot speak with authority. But from the 
situation as I understand it in general, and upon 
mature reflection, I want to make the following 
assertions. These are made with the motive of 
maintaining the moral standards and of fulfilling 
the moral obligations of our own congregation. 

“First, to parents, I wish to urge as the normal 
work of' the home the raising of the standards 
of social etiquette and the teaching of the prin- 
ciples of personal and social purity. 

“Second, I wish to way to the young people 
that common observation. leads me to believe that 
the customs of social propriety are not so well 
observed by the young ladies of our community as 
by the young men. If shame and misfortune 
should result, I could not help but consider, in 
general, the young ladies to be the more at 
fault. 

“Third, to the membership of the churches, 
should there occur a case of publicly recognized 
immorality against a member of one of our 
churches, one of two things would be expected 
of such a member. He should make adequate re- 
pentance for such guilt or voluntarily withdraw 
from membership in the church.”"—A Country 
Pastor. 


AN OLD STEER. : 
An eccentric Baptist minister in Virginia was 
noted for quaint sayings. He was the owner 
of a fine yoke of oxen, and losing one of them 
—a loss he could ill afford—was well nigh in- 
consolable. His good wife, endeavoring to com- 
fort him, quoted, “The Lord giveth, and the 
Lord taketh away.” é 
“Ves, Elizabeth, I know; but I can’t see what 
the Lord wanted with an old steer.” 


THE HEFT OF HIS WIVES. 

Old “Uncle James,” who served as sexton of 
the orthodox church in a little village, was a 
man of most sober demeanor, yet not without 
humor. He had occasion at one time to toll 
the bell announcing the funeral of Brother Amos 
D , an esteemed citizen, who had followed 
the example of Henry the Eighth by taking to 
himself five wives. A passerby seeing Uncle 
James in the church, stepped in for a moment’s 
conversation. 

“Do you know, Uncle James,” he asked, 
“where they are going to lay Amos?” 

“Well,” said the old man, transferring his 
quid, “I believe they are going to take him over 
to Smithtown; the heft of his wives are buried 
there.” 
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EXPOSITOR PASTORS’ EXCHANGE 


708-712 Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio 


Requests for us to put pastors in touch with 1. We will have the co-operation of our 10,000 
pulpit committees of vacant churches have led us subscribers who will report vacant pulpits to us. 
to organize a bureau for the purpose. We are, of 2, We subscribe to press clipping bureaus, and 


course, familiar with the denominational agencies 


: : ve special denominational correspondents. 
for such work, but their efforts are chiefly con- ha P 


fined to the various states. The information will be given the pastor and hg 
We believe that our bureau will have earlier will communicate with the, committee. ae on 
and more accurate information. will know that a pastor is listed with our bureau. 
- 
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References (give two) 


Salary desired 


Please mention upon a separate sheet: 1. Have you trained along any special lines? 2. Do — 


you want a city, suburb, town or country church, and why? 3. Wy do you want to leave your 
‘present charge? Be brief. 


APPLICANT’S AGREEMENT 


Providing that I accept a church to which I am referred directly or indirectly by The Expos- 
itor Pastors’ Exchange, I hereby agree to pay said Pastors’ Exchange within 90 days from date of 
accepting the church, 5 per cent of my first year’s ‘salary. 

In case an offer from The Exchange, or efforts of Thi Exchange, result in my securing an 
increase in salary in my present church, I agree to pay The Exchange within 90 days 10 per cent 


of the amount of the increase. 


I agree to give to no one else information furnished by The Exchange. 


IBN SSG 6 ae Ce eae Sign here 


© ¢ 0 0 8 oe we ple. 6 Qavele Pie Tee SNe 6, n1'6!6 0/6, 0) efbl §) eeP obbLe hoteles seul sake eieleiieteeEsen 


eee 
is wife, 
‘cil Frances Alexander, who died in 1895, was 
e author of the famous poem, “The Burial of 
SES, and of a number of much-loved hymns, 
aong which perhaps the best known is the one 
ginning, “There is a green hill far away.’— 
ie Continent. 


* x 


is one of the most famous and 
ost learned of Jiving sociologists, 
s * * 


Sir Robert W. Perks, the famous’ English 
ethodist layman, has secured the appointment 
an International Central Committee, an equal 
amber of ministers and laymen, half in Europe 
id half in America, to bind world Methodism 
gether. There are 30,000,000 Methodists, 100,000 
aces of public worship, 55,000 ministers and 
12,000 local preachers. There are thousands of 
ethodist families leaving England yearly. 
ethodist employers of labor, steel, coal, lum- 
sr and many other lines, in Canada, New Zea- 
nd, the United States, the Argentine, Australia, 


ch numbers that it is possible to insure every 
Be odist leaving England a position before he 
ils. 

Sir Robert Perks was the layman who pro- 
dosed that one million English Wesleyans give 
ge million guineas, and got eight hundred 
10usand to do it. He is also the layman who 
ought -the old aquarium site in the heart of 
ondon, facing Westminster Abbey, English 
Tesleyans co-operating, and building Central 
-all, to be opened a year hence. It is to be the 
enter of world Methodism, and is to cost, with 
le site, $2,500,000. 

* * * 

The Episcopal House of Bishops’ recently 
lected the Rev. H. St. George Tucker, president 
£ St. Paul’s College, Tokyo, to the missionary 
istrict of Kyoto, Japan; the Rev. D. Trumbull 
funtington, of Ichang,'to the missionary dis- 
cict of Wuhu; and translated the Rt. Rev. Dr. 
‘eter T. Rowe from Alaska to South Dakota. 
‘resident Tucker is a son of the present Bishop 
oadjutor of Southern Virginia. If he accept 
lection to Kyoto father and son will be mem- 
ers of the House of Bishops at the same time. 


The Rev. Reginald J. Campbell, pastor of City 
‘emple, London, will remain until the early part 
f January in America. He was given a lunch- 
on and welcome by the Manhattan Congrega- 
ional Ministers’ Association, New York, at the 
roadway Tabernacle. He is to make a tour of 
rincipal cities, going first to New Haven to 
peak before Yale students, and then to Boston 
nd Portland. He will visit Montreal, Syracuse, 
‘oronto, Buffalo, Rochester, and then go to Chi-~- 
ago and several Middle West cities. 
* 


The family of the late Bishop Potter, of New 

‘ork, has presented a marble bust, life size, to 

rrace Church, in lower Broadway, and_ the 

riends of the late bishop 

ontributed funds for a niche for it. Bishop 

otter was rector of Grace parish when elected. 
* 


On the tenth anniversary of the pastorate of 
he Rev. Wallace McMullen at the Madison 
venue Methodist Churcu, New York, a window 
1 memory of the late Samuel W. Bowne, mem- 
er of the church, philanthropist and New York 
[ethodist leader in many good works, was un- 
eiled. 
f * * * * 

The Chureh at Home. 


The trustees of the Cathedral of St. John the 
vine, New York, have the money in hand for 
1e erection of a building for the Choir School, 
osting $150,000. The present school takes boys 
“om New York only. These. boys give their 


181 


9uth Africa, have now entered the plans in, 


in the parish have - 
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services in the choir, but are afforded in return | 
a good secondary educational course, fitting for 
college. When. the new building is ready a ~ 
boarding feature will be added, and boys will 
be received from every part of the country. 

The trustees will also erect a Synod Hall for 
the use of the Episcopal General Convention, 
meeting in New York in October, 1912. It is to 
cost $250,000. There will be located upon the 
Cathedral grounds of twelve acres a _ bishop’s 
house, a dean’s house, and houses for minor 
clergy. 

A New York daily announced that the bishop’s 
house would cost $1,000,000. It will cost about 
$100,000, the value of the house occupied by 
Bishop Greer at present in Gramercy Park, and 
the property of the diocese. 

* a Ld 


Lately we chronicled the burning of all the 
cigarets in a Southern village at a public bon- 
fire. Now the great Steel Trust bars smoking 
during working hours. The American Bridge 
Company made a similar ruling some time ago. 
Notices have been posted forbidding smoking 
during working hours, and it is understood that 
the officials shall not smoke in the office. Men 
who smoke at their work rarely do as much 
work or as good work.—Christian Work and 
Evangelist. Doers 

* * * 

The First Reformed Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
has just celebrated the 250th anniversary of its 
founding and the twentieth of its occupancy of 
the present edifice. The Rev. Dr. James M. Far- 
rar, pastor of the church, told how a handful of 
Dutch settlers, headed by the Rev, Johnanus 
Theodorus Polhemus, started the church in the 
old village of Breucklyn in 1660, the first service 
being held in the open air in the neighborhood 
of what is now Fulton and Front streets. The 
first church building, a barn, near the site of 
the present Borough Hall, was opened in 1661, 
and when a church was erected on that spot 
soon after, the Dutch East India Company gave 
{o the congregation a bell.—Christian Work and 
Evangelist, 
~ * * * 

Mrs. Ballington Booth has established a home 
for the children of convicts at Gwynedd Valley 
near Philadelphia. A large building is equipped: 
for the reception of seventy-five children, and 
fifty mothers, 

* * 

In England, as in America, the ambitious boy 
can rise from lowly ranks to highest places in 
the kingdom. John Burns, at first a London 
docker, then a labor leader who suffered im- 
prisonment for upholding the right of free 
speech, subsequently the representative of labor 
in Parliament, more recently a member of the 
King’s Privy Council, has lately received the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws from the 
University of Birmingham. 


Almost a million divorces were granted in the 
United States between 1887 and 1906. Last year 
there were 72,062 divorces as against 13,180 in 
France, which had. the next largest number. 

* 


During the last four years, 13,601,362 gallons 
of gin have been poured into Nigeria by Eng- 
lish traders. Gin is used as a currency in the 
colony, and children are often pawned for drink 
debts. 

* * * 

Two or three years ago Dr. W. T. Grenfell 
had some 250 reindeer imported from Norway. 
Since then the herd has increased to 1,200, and 
during last winter they proved particularly use- 
ful for hauling heavy loads and for driving 
along the rugged foreshore. _ Dr. Grenfell is 
equipping a dairy for sterilizing the milk in 
summer, and believes that the enormous supply 
of moss for the nourishing of the reindeer will 
make south Labrador as important as Lapland 


or Finland. 
7 a * 


The historic John Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the “cradle of American Methodism,” 


has just celebrated its one hundred and forty- 
fifth brithday, ae . 
Religious Growth in American Cities, 


Rey. F. L. Anderson, superintendent of the 
Baptist Executive Council of Chicago, gives the 
following facts: 

In Chicago the Protestants have gained from 
10.16 per cent of the population to 11.92 per 
cent within the sixteen years ending 1906. 

Of all American cities, St. Louis made the 
greatest Protestant progress in the _ sixteen 
years already referred to. Their gain was from 
10.88 per cent to 13.55 per cent. 

St. Louis is one of the few large cities that 
had fewer foreign born in 1906 than in 1890. 
This is also true of Baltimore. 

In 1906 Baltimore had the highest percentage 
of Protestant church-membership of any large 
American city. 

New York and Pittsburgh are the only cities 
of 500,000 and over in which the Protestant 
churches declined in proportion to the whole 
population between 1890 and 1906. 

The Roman Catholic Church’s gain in Phila- 
delphia, Boston and Cleveland was less than the 
“increase of population. The Catholic loss in 
Boston is worthy of special note. However, the 
Roman Catholic Church still retains a higher 
percentage in Boston than in any other Amer- 
ican city. 

The Catholic percentage of increase in New 
York City was from 24.79 per cent to 32.78 per 
cent. 

New York City has a higher percentage of its 
population attached to Jewish synagogues than 
any other metropolis in America. 
; Philadelphia and Pittsburg are the only 
American cities reporting a higher percentage of 
Jewish membership in 1906 than in 1890. This 
means that in New York City, Chicago, St. Louis, 
Boston, Cleveland, and Baltimore the synagogue 
membership in proportion to the population in 
1906 was less than 1890, and this in spite of the 
tremendous gains that have been made in the 
Jewish population. 

In New York City between 1890 and 1900 the 
Jewish population increased 750,00, but the Jew- 
ish synagogue membership decreased from 6.08 
per cent of the population in 1890 to 2.82 per 
cent in 1900. 

The Jewish religious schools are reaching less 
than 25 per cent of the Jewish children of school 
age. 

. * * * 

In the little town of Victor, Montana, Presby- 
terians, Baptists and Methodists have taken one 
of their local houses of worship for preaching 
services and the other for Sunday School. They 
have Presbyterian preaching two Sundays in the 
month and Baptist and Methodist preaching one 
Sunday each. But their Sabbath school and 
their Christian Endeavor society run on week 
after week as united bodies, without denomina- 
tional distinctions. A Sunday School of 150 they 
find a great deal more spirited and a great deal 
more effective than would be three Sunday 
Schools of fifty each.—Continent. 

* * * 


Dr. Morse estimates the number of Italian 
churches and missions in the United States as, 
perhaps, 250. With 214 he has actual acquaint- 
ance, 46 of which are Presbyterian, 46 Baptist 
and 38 Methodist. 

* * * 

The National Board of the Young’ Woman’s 
Christian Association is starting work upon its 
new national headquarters building at Lexington 
avenue and Fifty-Second street, New York. The 
land, worth $200,000, was the gift of an un- 
named donor. 

Senator Clark has given $200,000 for a Y. W. 
C. A. building in Los Angeles in memory of his 
mother, who at her death was the oldest life 
member of the Los Angeles Association, 

* * * 


A call has been issued for an Illinois Christian 
Citizenship convention to be held in Chicago. 
One special object of the convention is to in- 
augurate a state-wide movement to secure the 
legality of Bible reading in the schools of the 
state. The convention will consider the neces- 
sary steps to take in order to move according to 
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Jaw, and the best legal advice will be sough 
that the movement may stand the test of the 
courts. While the Bible’s place in the public 
schools is to be the chief subject for considera-| 
tion, mention will be made of the divorce evil, 
temperance and the need of a weekly rest day. 
* * %. Ss + 

One Methodist preacher in Idaho has a circuit) 
220 miles long, on which during 1910 and 1911 I 
built five churches. He is 42 miles from a rail-| 
road station and drove 242 miles to conference. 
His salary amounted to $410, including mission-| 
ary money, and with it he supported a wife and 
six children. : 


* * * 


A number of the ministers and prominent lay- 
men of West Chester on a recent Sunday after- 
noon held a religious service in a visiting circus 
menagerie. Most of the acrobats and animal 
trainers and teamsters and tent men attended 
and gave respectful hearing and showed evi- 
dent appreciation. One remarked that he had 
not been to a church for thirty years, 

* * % 


The membership of Protestant and Roman 


Catholic churches in the United States is di- 
vided as follows: Protestant—males, 8,744,017; 
females, 11,543,725. Roman Catholic—males, 
5,435,614; females, 6,643,528.—Central Christian 
Advocate. 
* *¥ * 
Contributions of Presbyterians last year 


amounted to $25,909,000, or next to Methodists, 
the largest of any religious body in America. 
This is $10 and a trifle more per member, the 
highest average save one, Episcopalians aver- 
aging almost exactly $20 per member. This 
Presbyterian showing of gifts for last year is 
$3,000,000 in excess of the previous year, the 
largest total up to that date. Of the nearly 
$26,000,000 given by Presbyterians last year to 
all causes, $6,300,000 went to missions. In even 
figures $4,000,000 went to missions under the 
regular boards, and $2,000,000 to other mission- 
ary work, such as colleges, the Negroes, Amer- 
ican Bible Society and temperance. To foreign 
missions alone was given $2,500,000. The cost 
to maintain all Presbyterian churches in Con- 
tinental United States last year was $18,000,000, 
or $1,500,000 more than on any preceding year.— 
New York Observer. 
* * * 


An investigation was conducted on a recent 
Sabbath to determine how Grand Rapids, Mich., 
boys spend their Sundays. Not a few instances 
were found of boys who, by their own confes- 
sion, “skipped” church to go to the theaters. 
Other cases were revealed of boys and girls 
under 18 years of age who went from the the- 
aters to lodging houses, some of them staying 
there several hours. The investigators esti- 
mated that not one-fifth of the churches made 
provision for interesting boys on week days, 
In the forty-nine churches investigated it was 
found that there were 1,225 boys between the 
ages of 12 and 18 in the Sunday School on this 
particular Sabbath and 626 at the evening meet- 
ing, while there were approximately 3,320 boys 
of the same age at the theaters. 

* * * 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, which has behind it thirty-one re- 
ligious bodies, with eighteen million church 
members, has just named a commission on peace 
and arbitration, of which the chairman is the 
Rev. J. B. Remensnyder, D. D., president of 
the Lutheran General Synod. A meeting of this 
commission is to be held at once to plan a cam- 
paign to persuade the Christian forces of the 
three greatest nations of the world—Great Brit- 
ain, France and the United States—to seek to 
make war impossible and to end armaments and 
standing armies. ¥ 

* * * 

Christ’s Mission, New York, which aims te 
help Roman Catholic priests leaving their 
church, has elected the Rey. Manuel Ferranda. 
of Porto Rico, to succeed the late Rev. James A. 
O’Connor, the founder of the mission and for 
many years its head, who died recently as the 
result of a trolley accident. 


The Social Service Commission of th 
Council of the Churches of Christ pede ts 


bas begun a nation-wide campaign in every 


state for one-day-in- i i 
eve y-in-seven for industrial 
_ The first effective measure of this Kind to be 


passed by as 


tate legislatur 
last session re e was passed at the 


1 S of the Connecticut legislature, 

bill having been introduced by eeratercua os Gt 
the Federal Council Commission. This com- 
mission will co-operate with societies endeavor- 
ing to improve conditions relating to such mat- 
ters as child and woman labor, occupational 
diseases, Sunday labor, seven days’ labor, the 
reduction of hours, the betterment of wages 
housing conditions, and others. ‘ 

* * * 


Investigators have shown that of 2,891 j - 
nile idiots, epileptics and eae eid ad 
hysterical children admitted to charitable insti- 
tutions, 43.2 per cent had drunken fathers, 3.6 
“per cent drunken mothers, and in 1.9 per cent 
both parents were drunken. Blueler, of Zurich, 
showed that 70 per cent of epileptics admitted 
to a large asylum had alcoholic heredity, while 
Lunier claimed that 50 per cent of the idiot and 
imbecile children of France had: drunken par- 
ents. It has also been shown that in Norway 
idiocy increased or decreased according to the 
amount of drunkenness. 

* * * 


E The Disciples of Christ recently celebrated the 
one hundredth anniversary of the independent 
action of Alexander Campbell in Pittsburgh. 
But there is in New York one congregation out- 
dating: the start which Campbell gave to the 
Disciples. This church was formerly served by 
the Rev. B. B. Tyler, now of Denver. Lately, 
this congregation, the First Disciples, voted to 
unite with the Lenox Avenue Union Christ 
Church. 
* * * 
The Girls Friendly Society, under control of 
the Episcopal Church, the largest Christian or- 
ganization for girls in the world, concluded its 
annual council in New York last week, with 
delegates from more than forty dioceses. There 
Was a reception by Bishop Greer one afternoon 
at his home, and one evening a great service in 
the new Cathedral of St. John the Divine. The 
society has, in all, 39,800 members. 
* * * 


Bishop Guerry, of South Carolina, reports ef- 
forts to elect a bishop suffragan, a negro, for 
the 1,500 colored people in his care. LFEaster 
offerings of Episcopal churches in South Caro- 
lina, white and black, are given to missions and 
divided for negro work. This is the first pro- 
posal to elect a suffragan outside of New York, 
Philadelphia and Chicago. The law was brought 
forward as a partial solution of problems of 
religious work among Colored people. 

* 


Four thousand evangelists in America give all 
their time to rescue mission work and come into 
contact with not fewer than 300,000 men and 
Women a year who reckon themselves, or are 
reckoned’ by others, to be down and outs. 
‘These evangelists, working in many cities, have 
a national federation. The council of this body 
has just met in New York and decided upon a 
mational convention to be held in Boston early 
in 1912, 

Rescue mission work had its start in the 
whole world in the Jerry McAuley Mission, at 
316 Water street, New York. Since then similar 
‘missions have been founded in England, France, 
Germany, South Africa and pas Pelle. 

* 


The Churches Abroad. 

One cent a year is spent for each one of the 
one billion non-Christians in heathen lands. 
We spend fifteen dollars at home for every one 
of the twenty million Christians each year.— 
Service. 

* a * 

A letter to the New York World from Seoul, 
Korea, says that the rapid spread of Christian- 
ity in Korea is causing apprehension to the 
Japanese Resident, the real ruler of Korea, and 
to his government. Sixty thousand natives were 
baptized Christians last year and 236 Christian 
churches were established throughout the coun- 


in America. 


try. So measures are being taken to restrain 
the growth of that religion and to hinder the 
religious and philanthropic work of its mission- 
aries. The Japanese Resident has observed that 
the Christian converts are among the most 
patriotic of Koreans. So a law has been pro- 
mulgated limiting the area in which each set of 
missionaries may seek converts. On the surface 
the laudable purpose of this is to prevent a 
conflict of interests among the missions; really 
the new regulation has been made for the ex- 
press purpose of embarrassing the missionaries 
and of making it easier to learn what they are 
doing. For the greater their success the larger 
is the number of “revolutionaries.” Hereafter, 
by the Resident’s order, the mission schools, hos- 
pitals, and other institutions will be under the 
government’s direct control. 
x * * 


The Korea Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church held recently in Seoul reported a 
total following of 51,244, or a gain of 4,063, 
during the year. These are divided as follows: 
Members, 8,352; probationers, 16,674, and adher- 
ents, 26,218. Adherents are those who have been 
enrolled and are in fairly good attendance. The 
gain in members during the year was 1,762. 
There are 134 day schools with 5,842 scholars. 
The total contributions of the native church for 
the year were $26,798 gold, a gain of $7,846, all 
this in a land where unskilled labor is paid fif- 
teen or twenty cents a day. At the conference 
ten men were ordained as deacons, and five men 
as elders. 


* * * 


The report of the Arabia Mission of the Re- 
formed Church of America shows that in the 
Bahrein station there were over eleven hundred 
Scriptures sold last year. Almost all the sales 
were in the Arabic language, and ninety-three 
per cent were sold to Moslems. Most of them 
were sold after a thorough presentation of the 
gospel’s claim. In the Bible shop the gospel 
was faithfully proclaimed to visitors, of whom 
during the year poere were 375. 

* * 


A new aggressive Moslem society has been 
formed to uphold and extend Islam. The society 
is called the Society of Invitation and Instruc- 
tion, the plan of which is to open a training 
college for Moslem preachers in Cairo, and to 
send them out to non-Moslem countries. The 
brother of the Khedive is patron and honorary 
president. The reason given for this movement 
is the progress of Christian missions.—Miss. Rev. 
of World. ee E ‘ 


There are now 4,000 immigrants from Hindu- 
stan, mostly Sikhs from the Punjab, on the Pa- 
cific coast. The majority of them live in South- 
ern California. The American Bible Society has 
appointed Dr. Thomas, a returned missionary 
from India, to undertake work among them.— 
Record of Chr. Work. rs 2 


The Y. M. C. A. of Oporto has 325 members. 
The total attendance at religious meetings ag- 
gregated in 1910, 22,000 persons. There are 
about fifty Protestant centers in Portugal, with 
a thousand members and thirty-three Sunday 
Schools. 

* * * 

The Baptists have pledged $100,000 for a sem- 
inary in St. Petersburg for the training of 
preachers in Slavic lands. Three thousand bap- 
tisms were recorded in the Baptist churches of 
Hungary last ena 2 

The Methodists have recently secured a five- 
story building in Naples, valued at $60,000, as 
headquarters, 


* * 


The most fully occupied province in China has 
one missionary to every 40,000 people, _while 
five other provinces have only one missionary 
to every 100,000, and no less than four provinces 
have one missionary to every 250,000. That 
would mean 12 missionaries for the whole city 
of New York, 12 more for the rest of the State 
of New York and between three and four hun 
dred for the United States, Out of 1,971 walled 
cities in China only 527 are occupied, 27 per 
cent, leaving 1,450 great cities without a single 
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' missionaries minister. 


” missionary. The aboriginal tribes of China, 
numbering 6,000,000 people, have no missionary. 
* * * 


The English Episcopalians and Methodists in 
Lorenzo Marques, in Portuguese East Africa, 
publish a common catechism. At least, the first 
part is the same, and the second contains the 
distinctive teachings of | the two churches. 


The ninety-two members of two Chinese 
churches in Shansi have been volunteering terms 
of evangelistic touring. Their aggregate peri- 
ods of free service amount to fifteen months. 
In Hunan the members of one church have sys- 
tematically visited 1,448 villages, out of the 
2,211 in their district, and hope to evangelize the 
balance this year. 

* * * 

The hoped for freedom in Madagascar, which 
was to follow the new governor-general’s en- 
trance into office, has not come. Applications 
for reopening the locked schools and churches 
have been either refused or ignored. M. de Cor 
is personally more courteous and well-disposed 
than Augagneur, but he is evidently powerless 
to grant the missions full freedom. Neverthe- 
less, the work goes on. The Norwegian Inland 
mission reports accessions in the past year of 
4,796 souls, an increase of 636 over the preced- 
ing year,— Record of Chr: Work. 

* 


It is startling to read of an electric tramway 
in Damascus, and of the establishment of tele- 
phone systems there and in Jerusalem. The 
three reservoirs about three miles to the south 
of Bethlehem, called ‘‘Solomon’s Pools,’ have 
been utilized, and water from them is conveyed 
to Jerusalem by means of pipes along the ancient 
aqueduct. Beersheba, too, now has its supply 
from one of the seven wells mentioned in Gene- 

is. 
B'S * * * - 

The harvest from Judson’s sowing is now 
abundant. The Baptist mission in Burma dates 
from 1818, and after a century has passed the 
population numbers 10,000,000, to which 196 
The 898 churches have a 
membership of 62,496. In the 704 schools 27,399 
pupils are found. The contributions of the na- 
tive Christians amount to $93,334 annually. 

* * 


There is a mission of the Christian (Disciple) 
Church upon the Kongo in which every member 
pays tithes upon his entire income, and in addi- 
tion every tenth member gives his entire time 
to the proclamation of the gospel, the other 
nine providing for his support. 

* * * 


A fire in the Presbyterian college of Tokyo 
lately destroyed two buildings, Hepburn Hall 
and Harris Hall. It is a singular coincidence 
that Hepburn Hall was burned to the ground on 
the very day that the distinguished pioneer mis- 
sionary for whom it was named died at his home 
in East Orange, N. J. 

% * * 

_ The American Bible Society has had a branch 

in Constantinople for seventy-four years,’ and 

last year was the best of all. Before the late 
Turkish revolution it took from six months to 
a year to secure permission to print a Bible, and 
this permission had to be renewed every five 
years. All these restrictions have now been 
swept away. This last year 154,000 copies of 
the Bible or Portions were distributed from this 
agency in the heart of the Moslem world. This 
is 25,000 more than in any preceding year. In- 
deed, it is difficult to meet the increasing de- 
mand for Bibles in the Levant. Printing is car- 

ried on in 28 languages. Arabic leads with 89,- 

000 copies. Then follow Armenian, Turkish and 

Bulgarian. An edition of John’s Gospel in 

Chulla, a language new to the Scripture, has 
_ just been issued in 5,000 copies. It is the tongue 

of a black tribe near Fashoda, at the junction 

of the Sobat and White Nile. 

; * * * 

All mission boards, save two Methodist ones, 
twenty-one societies in all, have closed their 
fiscal years for 1911. Reports from nineteen 
and estimates for the two Methodist ones put 
the total gifts of Baptist North, Congregational 
Disciples, Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist North, 


the Thursday absences were 1.44 per cent. 


Presbyterian North, and the Dutch branch 
the Reformed Churches, through their home an 
foreign societies, at $13,358,000. ‘Ten years ago 
the same people gave through the same socie- | 
ties $7,429,000, a gain for the decade of $592,44 i 
per year. During the last three years the gain | 
has been $703,948 per year, showing that the} 
new missionary interest on the part of laymen 
has resulted in amounts actually reaching | 
treasurers of missionary societies of $111,060 a) 
year. ? # 
* * * 7 

The Rev. Dr. John W. Butler, thirty years) 
a Methodist missionary in Mexico, says con-. 
cerning the president-elect of Mexico, Francis 
I, Madero, Jr., that he is not a Roman Catholi¢, | 
and does not favor Catholics above other relig- 
ious bodies. Before the late revolution he as-) 
sisted Methodists in Mexico by making an ad-— 
vantageous real estate deal possible. Madero ) 
is a Free Mason and, according to Dr. Butler, | 
a liberal in religion. Methodists in Mexico have 
187 places of worship and 25,000 adherents. 5S 
Butler believes the present to be the time for” 
Protestants to enter. Of the 16,000,000 people} 
’ 


not half are identified with the Roman Catholic} 
Church, and not more than one-third ever go to 
church at all. a 
* * * 

EFFECT OF DRINK ON GERMAN INDUSTRIES. 
The Scientific Temperance Journal in its No- 
vember issue gives the losses German industry 
suffers from the drink habit among German 
workmen: : | 
“Various industries in the Rhine region suf-) 
fered seriously from absence of employes from 
work on Monday. A hemp spinning house in- 
Cologne reported that Monday absences were | 
4.77 per cent of the whole number of work 
e 


losses of the manufacturers were the heaviest! 
where groups of workmen are compelled to lose) 
time by the absence of one man. Complaints of | 
this were made by a jute spinning mill, a cotton) 
factory, a wall-pattern factory and a chocolate } 
factory. z 

“A mine in the Black Forest reported dimin- 
ished working ability on Monday. The work-) 
men excavated from 2.53 per cent to 13.38 per) 
cent more material on other days of the week | 
than on Mondays. The hardest drinkers were): 
able to do from 50 to 100 per cent more work)! 
on Saturday than on Monday. - > 

“A manufacturer of optical instruments in| 
Jena makes a better report. His men worked 
under the most favorable conditions, an eight-. 
hour day, intelligent skilled laborers, and op-! 
portunities for recreation, so that there was not} 
the same temptation to drink. And here the! 
working ability on Monday is only 1.03 per cent 
less than on other days.” 


CONSERVATION OF LIFE. | 
Conservation is a favorite word on American) 
lips of late. Dr. Thos. W. Salmon, in The Sur- 
vey of Nov. 24, calls attention to the need of 
conservation of the greatest asset of the nation, 
that of lives of men, especially of the deep-sea| 
fishermen of the North Atlantic. 
He says: ; 
“The United States Marine Hospital Service| 
was established in 1798 to care for sick and dis-| 
abled American seamen on shore, but the deep-) 
sea fisherman needs to have the hospital sent! 
to him. In other countries where deep-sea fish-) 
ing is an important industry the need for pro- 
viding medical and surgical aid at sea has been 
recognized, and agencies for relief are estab- 
lished institutions. No steps have yet been 
taken to do for American fishermen what is 
done in England by the Royal National Mission. 
| 


to the Deep-Sea Fishermen, in France by the 
Societe des Oeuvres de Mer, and in Newfound- 
land and Labrador by Dr. Grenfell. | 

“In the North Sea there are three hospital 
ships and four dispensary ships’ giving medical 
and surgical relief to fishermen engaged in their 
calling. 

“Off the Grand Banks there is but one ship, 
a French steamer,—and that in the summer only 
—for all the fishermen of the North Atlantic. 
It is proposed to build a schooner of the best 


184 


This must be done by Congress. 


it could support 
part of the multitude it now 


: THE SITUATION IN MAINE. 

In the Methodist Review R. H. Schuett an- 
Swers the question, What is the matter with 
Maine, thus: 

“Maine has been living for years under in- 
herited prohibition. The young men that voted 
for repeal found it here and have treated it as 
they would have treated a wealthy father’s mon- 
ey. They have been carried forward by the 


and they do not look upon it as a great prin- 
ciple. They are not familiar with the lawless- 
ness and bold insolence of the saloon when it 
garbs itself with the sanction of the law, which, 
at its own pleasure, it tramples with contempt 
beneath its feet. To them it was simply a 
change from an old regime to one that was con- 
sidered more up-to-date. It belonged to an- 
other era, like old clothes; it has served its day 
and generation, but has no place in their lives 
‘today. They were devoid of passion in the bat- 
tle. This can be seen in the fact that one out 
of every twelve men in the state did not vote 
at all on this subject. What the state of Maine 
needs is convictions on temperance. She has 
depended. too much upon a law and a statute 
‘which she has inherited an& wnich cost the 
present generation nothing, and hence has 
never been appreciated by many of her voters 
.of the present day.” 


PEACE IS LAW. 

The Independent for Nov. 2 reports a speech 
-made in Tokio by Mr. Holt, at a banquet given 
to Mr, Lindsay Russell, president of the Japan 
Society of New York, and to Mr. Hamilton Holt, 
managing editor of The Independent. 

Mr. Holt said: 

_ “The peace movement is nothing but substi- 
tuting law for war. The peace problem is noth- 
ing but the ways or means of doing between the 
nations what has already been done. within 
‘the nations. At the present international law 
has reached about the same state of develop- 
ment that private or municipal law had at- 
tained in the tenth century. 

“We may look to a future in which the world 
will have an established court with jurisdiction 
Over all questions, and governing conferences 
with power to legislate on all affairs of: com- 
mon concern, and perhaps an executive power of 
some sort to carry out the decrees of botb. To 
deny this is ignoring all the analogies of pri- 
vate law, and the whole trend of the world’s 
political history since the Declaration of Amer- 
‘ican Independence.” : 


THE PURPOSE OF PLAY. 

Joseph Lee in the American Physical Educa- 
tion Review for October discusses the educative 
force of play. 

-| He says: 

‘““A principal reason why play is the best 
preparation for later life is in its character- 
istically powerful attitude, its absorption not 
on the means but on getting the thing done. 
‘That such concentration on the end is the char- 
acteristic of the commonest play, anyone can 
verify who will watch a child when he is play- 
ing. Watch him making a cake of mud, and 
see how the miracle of production takes pos- 
session of him. Watch him as man’s old enemy, 
the desire to make a better one, asserts itself. 
The child is lost, absorbed in the result. Or 
watch him building’ a tower of blocks, or a 


temperance momentum of the past generation’ 


group of children in any of the hunting games. 
the attention is always on the end. The charac- 
teristic of this kind of play is subordination, 
Subservience to an end. 

“Play is not for pleasure, 
result from the other, 
an act is the doing of it. 
; “The man who goes out to have a good time 
is usually disappointed. The one who goes out 
to play the game, and does play it for all it is 
worth, is never wholly so. 

“It is no mere coincidence that the play ideals 
are identical with those of the grown-up world. 
As play instincts are those of real life, it is in 
real life alone that they find satisfying ful- 
filment. All the best work has in it the play 
motive, of seeking an end for its own sake. 
Work that is not also play is drudgery.” 


though one may 
In play the motive of 


THE GREATER PATRIOTISM. 
The Continent discusses the present problem 
of this nation: 


“Chaos, Tyranny, Like-Mindedness.—By these 
three words Professor Giddings of Columbia de- 
picts the only three results which he deems 
possible from present social and political con- 
ditions in the United States. 

“The democracies of past history have all 
been built on a homogeneous’ populace. But 
America has become a conglomerate of virtually 
all the human differences under the sun. Can 
it continue a democracy? Giddings says one of 
three things must happen: 

“Differences may go on growing into deeper 
and wider separations until society dissolves 
into hopeless jumble of warring fragments; 
or— 

“A despot may seize the country and weld the 
unrelated elements of society into solidarity by 
the blunt hammer of sheer power; or—. 

“Americans must make a sincere effort for 
common understanding and mutual sympathy 
and substantial concert of purpose among them- 
selves and so get near enough together to live 
under a mastering likeness of mind for the 
highest welfare of all. 

“Sociology in the past has minimized the dif- 


‘ference between the moral and immoral factors 


of the nation; the orthodox sociological cult has 
insisted that morality and immorality would 
make no matter if only living conditions were 
evened up to a level of universal comfort. But 
Professor Giddings says: j 

“<The difference between the vicious and the 
just is the greatest difference that. keeps us 
apart. It is the most urgent problem.’ 

“This is simply affirming that the perpetuation 
of the American republic depends on whether 
the mass of the people can by any means be 
kept good enough to unite in desiring right- 
eousness. mat 

“The church, preaching its gospel rightly and 
exemplifying it fully, can make religion a 
mighty factor of like-mindedness among Ameri- 
ean citizens. 

“This does not propose any mealy-mouthed 
utterance of Christ’s demands for clean, square 
life in the individual soul; it does not point to 
any paltering compromise with sin; it does not 
signify a weakening down of God’s judgments 
on unrighteousness. 

“But it does mean the constant setting forth 
and showing forth of the loving.compassions of 
Jesus Christ, who never withdraws the hand of 
brotherly solicitude from any man because he 
is vile nor abandons him to his wickedness be- 
cause he is stubborn or stolid. ; 

“Christianity in its ecclesiastical, ritualistic, 
intellectual or cultural aspects—its aspects of 
pride—is often divisive; but with its mission 
for saving men held foremost,: it is a force 
knitting men together and inducing like-mind- 
edness in them. 

“A church thoroughly desiring Christ’s honor 
and men’s redemption can prevent the cleavage 
of America on any fundamental question of 
morals, and if America is not split apart by im- 
moral tendencies, it will hold together in the 
face of all other differences. 

“Ts not the duty thus rising into view fairly 
to be calléd ‘The Greater Patriotism?’ Willi the 
church be faithful in it?” 
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COMING TO THE CITY. / 


The November issue of Rural Manhood was 
placed at the disposal of the National Board of 
the Young Woman’s Christian Association for 
“the future of a country is bound up in the de- 
velopment of-all its citizens.” Mrs. Wm. Kk. 
Ritter tells of the effort of the California Fed- 
eration of Woman’s Clubs to safeguard the 
young woman from the country seeking employ- 
ment in the city. One of their methods was to 
furnish the following poster to be hung’ on the 
wall of a railroad station: 


ATTENTION! 

Warning to Young Women Traveling Alone. 

Do not start to a Strange City or Town with- 
out Information about a Safe Place to Stop. 

Do not leave Home without Money for an 
Emergency, and sufficient for a Return Ticket. 

Do not ask for or take Information or Direc- 
tions except from Officials. 

Do not accept Offers of Work, either by Per- 
son or by Advertisement, without Investigation. 

The Young Women’s Christian Associations of 
all cities and large towns have reliable Employ- 
ment Bureaus and Boarding House Directories. 


Also a Cafeteria Lunch Room and Social Parlors, 
where All Young Women are Welcome. 
Traveler’s Aid Secretaries meet Incoming 
Trains. “EY 
Then followed the addresses of the various 
Associations in California. an 


These were sent to the local clubs to be 
framed and fastened to the wall of depot wait- 
ing-room. Soon came word of a standing rail- 
road rule forbidding the “placing of advertise- 
ments on their walls for any lodge, church or 
charitable organization.” The railway officials 
were appealed to on the plea that this was not) 
advertising any institution, but an aid to their 
own patrons. | 


In a short time the chief of the passenger de- 
partment of the Santa Fe, Atchison and To-- 
peka Railway granted permission to the wom-- 
en’s clubs to place the posters in their depots. 

The traffic department of the Southern Pacific. . 
which had charge of the depots on that line, re-- 
fused to allow the posters to be put up. a 

The Federated Clubs are having the poster 
printed as a little folder which they will dis-- 
tribute in other ways. | 


Magazine Articles of Value to Ministers 


Record of Christian Work. November. 10 cents. 
Beginning of the Student, Volunteer Move- 
ment, John R. Mott. 


The Missionary Review of the World. 
ber. 25 cents. 
Evolution as a Missionary Asset, D. L. Leon- 
ard. Among the Forest Indians of Paraguay, 


Rev. G. W. Ray, F. R. G. S. In the Wake of 
the Boxer Massacres in China, Sherwood Ed- 
dy. Pandharpur Pilgrimage, Alice L, Giles. 


The World’s Work. November. 25 cents. 
The War on Business, Joseph Stanley-Brown. 
Woodrow Wilson II., Wm. Bayard Hale. Rail- 
roading Knowledge to Farmers, Owen Wilson. 
A. Labor Leader’s Own Story, Henry White. 


Methodist Review. November-December. 
The American Newspaper, C. M. Stuart. Where 
Did We Get Our Lord’s Supper Service, Prof. 
J. A, Faulkner. The Place of the Laity in the 
Church, Eugene M. Antrim. 


The Survey. Nov. 4 25 cents. 
A Man-Made Flood (Austin), Graham R. Tay- 
lor. The Human Side of Large Outputs— 


Novem- 


Boosting for Safety, John A. Fitch. Play as 
: Medicine, Joseph Lee. 
Work With Boys. October. 15 cents. 

Play as a Moral Equivalent of War, George 


E. Johnson, 


The Independent. Nov. 2. 
In Zanzibar, ©. Alexander Powell, F. R. G. S. 


Ladies’ Home Journal. November. 15 cents. 
The Mistakes of the Small Church, Amory H. 
Bradford. Making a Child What We Want 
Him to Be, Wm. S, and Lena K. Sadler. 


The pingceenth Century and After. October. 40 
cents, 
Liberty of Criticism Within the Church of 
England, Rev. Cyril W. Emmet. 


The Biblical World. November. 25 cents. 
The Significance of the Maccabean Period, W. 


G. Jordan. An Approach to Boyhood, Allen 
Hoben. 


The Homiletic Review. November. 30 cents. 
The Authority of Confessions of Faith, Prof. G. 


' W. Richards. The Doctrine of Evolution, 
Rev. Walter Foxon. 
Primary Education. November. 15 cents. 


Cruelty in Childhood, M. VY. O’Shea. 


The Atlantic Monthly. November, 35 cents. 
Criticizing the Courts, George W. Alger. The 
College; an Undergraduate View, Randolph S. 


Bourne: The Cult of the Second-Best, Elisa-- 


beth Woodbridge. =| 


November. 10 cents. . 
The Power of Suggestion, Orison Swett Mar-) 
den. { | 


Sucess. 


The North American Review. 
cents. 
} 


How to Put the People Behind the Law, Rev. 
Percy Stickney Grant. One Phase of Journal-: 
ism. Joseph S. Auerbach. Aspects of Public 


Ownership—IV, Sydney Brooks. 


American Review of Reviews. November. 
Has the Church Too Many Ministers? 


November. 35 / 


The fourth annual meeting of the Medical 
Missionary Conference, held under the auspices 
of the American Medical Missionary Board, will 
be held at the Sanitarium in Battle Creek, Mich., 
January 2 to 5 inclusive. Rev. Lemuel C. Barnes, 
field secretary of the Baptist Home - Mission 
Board, is to preside over the conference, and 
the attendance of several prominent mission 
workers is already assured. The Battle Creek 
Sanitarium offers free entertainment for one 
week to all missionaries who attend the meet- 
ing, and the invitation is to all evangelical 
missionaries regardless of denomination, In- 
quiries may be addressed to Geo. C. Tenney, 
Battle Creek, Mich. 


In a recent letter Rev. F. I. Drexler, of Wil- 
lows, Calif., writes to the Interdenominational 
Press of Minneapolis, Minn., as follows: “I con- 
sider that you are doing a very important and 
effective work for the Lord and I want to 
have my hand in it.” If pastors and church of- 
ficials will investigate a little, they will agree 
with Rev. Drexler and find that the Interde- 
nominational Press are offering a co-operative 
plan for publishing a church magazine that gives 
the local church an individual medium of pub- 
licity that will become one of the greatest 
powers for good in its work. We would advise 
that pastors ask for information which will 
cost them nothing and will eventually mean a 
great deal to them. Address The Interdenom- 
inational Press, 406 Fifth Ave., South, Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Dept, E. 
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The Greatest Thing in the World—Bringing the 


iS oe Cnildren-to Christ. > 


The Co-operation of Parents and Teachers, Home and Schoo 
Necessary 


| 


\N ADDRESS BY F. M. BARTON, EDITOR ‘‘THE EVANGEL,” AT THE THIRTEENTH INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION , 
SAN FRANCISCO. 


“And God shall wipe away all tears from 
heir eyes” is a text in Revelation that leads 
1s to question: Will there be tears in heaven? 
There is one thing that I think would cause 
ne to weep in heaven—and that is, if my 
children should not join me there. 

Let us imagine a scene in heaven. There is 
1 father and a mother waiting not far from 
the gates, looking expectantly. And the 
nother says: 

“He'll be coming the while.” And the father 
says: “Don’t be worrying.” Thank God for 
the hopeful, patient, worrying, self-sacrificing 
nothers. A young woman passes through the 
zates. As she comes near the father and 
nother, they recognize her as John’s Sunday 
School teacher. They greet one another, and 
che mother says: “We are waiting for John.” 
“Isn't he here yet?” said the teacher. “Not 
yet, but he’ll be sure to be coming, won’t he?” 
“Why I hope so.” The mother—“Why, 
aren’t you sure John will be here?” The 
reacher might have said, “Yes,’ but minds 
and hearts are transparent there. 

The mother put her arms around the teacher 
and said: “We sent John to Sunday School 
and to you, every Sunday, to be taught the 
way of life, and the way to heaven.” 

“T know, I know,” said the teacher, “and I 
did the best I could, but I only had one hour 
each Sabbath and there were seven others in 
the class, and they were restless, and I did 
not know the way myself, as I should have 
known it. I used to try to keep them quiet, 
and I did not realize how important it was. 
Let us hope for the best.” 

And the teacher joined the parents in hop- 
ing—and if their hopes were futile, we can un- 
derstand why there is need for God to wipe 
away tears in heaven. : 

‘There are some things we trust others to 
do for our children—there are also children 
without parents, who must depend upon others 
for everything. But the most important thing 
in the world should not be left to others, or if 
it is, our children should be designated as re- 
ligious orphans, and treated as such. 

We do not give our children of six to twelve 
years of age $10 or $15 and tell them that 
they can live at a hotel or restaurant for a 
week, that you are too busy to prepare their 
meals. 2 : 

You thoughtful, self-sacrificing, painstaking 
mothers select their clothes, prepare their 
meals, and give most of your time to your 
children. Occasionally you allow father to se- 
lect a suit for eight-year-old John. The result 
pleases father and John, but the next time 
you mothers see to it. - 


Why is it we have time to feed and clothe 
the house in which John lives, but we thought- 
lessly send him away once a week with a 
nickel in his little fist (or more often with a 
copper cent) to purchase food for John him- 
self—the John who is to live forever—and 
often he has to buy from some one entirely 
unfitted for the preparation of it. 

The Sunday School is the greatest power 
for good in the world, but there is one thing 
the Sunday School cannot do and was never 
intended to do—to relieve Christian parents 
of the duty of so teaching and training their 
children that their footsteps shall be estab- 
lished in the way of eternal life. 

How painful the uncertainties and anxieties 
of parents as they lie on beds from which 
other hands shall raise them! 

“John, you'll meet me over there?” 

“Mary, I’ll be waiting for you.” 

The world may write us down as successful, 
but before God we will be ashamed if we have 
not led those whom he gave us, to him. 

When the breath of God came into the tiny 
bodies of John and Mary there came with it 
the homing. instinct that would take their spir- 
its back to the God who gave them. But we 
devote our lives to conforming them to this 
world. One would imagine from our teach- 
ing and our anxiety for worldly success for 
them that they were going to live here for- 
ever. They will live forever, ’tis true, but not 
here. 

And oh, sorrow of sorrows, when those spir- 
its begin to develop between the ages of eight 
and ten years, the surroundings in many nom- 
inal Christian homes are not conducive to 
growth. Some parents, ambitious for riches 
and worldly success for their children, clip the 
wings of these developing spirits, suggesting 
that they are not old enough to follow Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. At that age, they 
begin to follow some one—whom shall it be? 
Parents do not realize the reason, but, too 
often, I fear it is because the religious life of 
the home is not such as will bear the scrutiny 
of the spirit of God, looking out through the 
clear eyes of an eight or ten-year-old boy or 

irl. : 

i The Catholic church has discovered the in- 
clination of children toward God and has re- 
cently changed the time of the first com- 
munion from twelve to eight years. 

At the presentation of the painting, “Am | 
my Brother’s Keeper,” to a high school in 
New York City, recently, Theodore Roosevelt 
said: “I have a weary contempt for the 
cuckoo type of parent, the father or mother 
who deposits the child in school and then 
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goes away with the feeling of satisfaction that 
all needed for the moral and intellectual devel- 
opment of the child has been done.” 


You are familiar with the reference to the 
-cuckoo—the bird that lays its eggs in other 
birds’ nests, and permits the other birds to 
hatch out and rear the young. 


All honor to the sacrificing, painstaking Sun- 
day School teachers who patiently train the 
young of the Christian and non-Christian par- 
ents, but let them say to the parents, “I will 
co-operate with you in teaching John and 
Mary the way of life, but I will not promise 
to take from you the responsibility, which God, 
in his word, has placed upon parents.” Chris- 


tian parents will be aroused to action or be, 


self-condemned. And what stronger incentive 
could you give non-Christian parents to learn 
of Him than that they might properly train 
their children? 


When Jesus approved the bringing of chil- 
dren to him, they were brought by their par- 
ents. 


When Jesus was twelve years old, he might 
have said that he would stay in Jerusalem and 
be taught by the best Bible teachers of that 
day, but he went home with and was subject 
to and taught by his very humble parents. 


What is the responsibility of the Christian 
home to the school? 


It is the responsibility of teaching your own 
children the way of eternal life, and co-operat- 
ing with the Sunday School teachers in their 
instruction in the Bible and in their moral 
training. 


_ The greatest defect of the Sunday School— 
inattention—could be overcome by the pres- 
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Cy teacher & officers of 


ure tr enrolling go oq 


ae | 


ence of a number of children who reverence 
God and his house because they belong to Him. 

Non-Christian parents of children in ‘the 
school should be called upon and told what — 
kind of co-operation is required in the home 
to secure the best results in the religious train-_ 
ing of the child. 


Schools receiving new scholars should issue 
a certificate of membership to each child, stat-_ 
. = 
ing that the teachers and officers would co-— 
operate with the parents in teaching the child 
the way of eternal life and the development of 
character and giving it moral and religious 
training. 


Such notice should be received gladly in 
Christian homes, and in non-Christian homes, — 
it might awaken the parents to responsibility 
which would lead them to seek the way of life 
themselves in order that they might lead 
therein those whom they love more dear than 
any earthly thing. 


The “We're Going Forward” movement de- 
signed to encourage regular attendance at Sun- 
day School, provides for suitable rewards in the 
form of buttons, a white one with motto for three 
months’ regular attendance, a silver colored one 
for six months, and a gold co!ored one for nine 
months. For an entire year’s attendance is given 
an enameled catch pin with the words “We’re 
Going Forward,” and the Christian Flag, the com- 
bination making a most attractive and desirable 
ornament, beautiful and permanent. An attrac- 
tive feature of the plan is the small cost, only 
50 cents per year per scholar. Goodenough & 
Woglom Co., 122 Nassau street, New York City. 


the school take pleas: 


hep destre to co-operate 
with the Parents in teaching the — 
Scholar his duties to God & man. — 


us we become co-workers with irr in 


helping the Scholar obtain the Salvation, 


which makes strong & beautiful the Character, 
&¥ prepares for the duties <° problems of Life. 


Teacher 


Supt. 
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ee Christ in Us. (226) 
vu have seen- a new story of a happy little 
serman girl. She was asked what she would 
jo if the devil were to knock at the door, to 
which she replied: “Jesus lives in me, and he 
would help me to answer the door, and then 
satan would say, ‘I have come to the wrong 
door’ and would go away.” She surely had 
zood scriptural warrant for her faith. 


The Need of Witnesses. (227) 
Mrs. Hugh Price Huges of the West Lon- 
jon Mission at the recent Wesleyan Con- 
ference said a striking thing about Christian 
estimony: “Testimony of the right sort 
zoes right to the heart of the people who sit 
ainmoved throughout any amount of Christian 
apologetics. I myself realized personal re- 
ligion through the personal testimony of a 
little girl-friend—the daughter of Benjamin 
Hellier—who told me of what Jesus had done 
‘or her. One girl I know, in London, rescued 
‘rom the depths of infamy, has gone about 
among other girls of the same sort, and has 
duilt up a whole class-meeting of such cases. 
What I want to plead for is that the work 
of personal witnesses for Jesus should not 
be left to the unlettered and unlearned.” 


: The Right Jesus. (228) 
Gipsy Smith, the evangelist, tells this inter- 
esting and suggestive story of his recent 
Paris Mission. He says: “In Paris, I con- 
ducted a mission to rich French people who 
sould understand English. At first some of 
the people looked as if it were an entertain- 
ment; then they began to be a little inter- 
ssted, and as I talked of Christ on the cross 
heir handkerchiefs came out. I asked them: 
ff they understood me and would like me 
o pray for them, would they stand up? Half 
he 1,500 people who were present stood up. 
' thought they must have misunderstood me, 
ind I asked them, if they had misunderstood 
me to sit down, but instead of any sitting 
flown, more stood up. When the meeting 
losed I still had a feeling that they had mis- 
inderstood, so the next night I determined to 
ell the story of my gipsy days, with a bit of 
un in it, and I knew, if they laughed at the 
ight place they would have understood. They 
lid. Further, they came to me at the close 
0 assure me they had. An inquiry-room 
vould have been regarded as the Confessional, 
ut I had cards distributed to those who 
sked for them, with a pledge printed: “Be- 
ieving Jesus to be the only Saviour for men, 
‘do here and now accept Him as my Lord 
nd Saviour, and promise, by his grace, to 
ove and follow him.’ 
“The first batch of cards returned to me 
umbered 118, representing thirteen national- 
fies, including fifty-three French. Among 
hese were a duchess, a princess, a barcnet, 
nd a count, so we evidently had got hold 
f the people we had catered for. A well- 
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known lady signed one of the cards, and the 
next day invited her friends to a prayer-meet- 
ing in her salon. That prayer-meeting has 
been continued. The duchess came to see me 
before I left, and told me she wanted, not the 
priest’s Jesus, but mine.” Much depends on 
“what sort of Jesus” we are interpreting. If 
we preach the right sort of Jesus, we shall 
see the glorious things, and the full-flowing 
river will be for our enriching and refreshing. 


Are You Good at “Shoving on?” (229) 
I have heard a good story of a worthy dea- 
con in a country chapel, upon whose heart 
was laid the burden of his minister’s success, 
prayed: “Lord, shove him on!” The phrase 
is quaint enough, but a true spirit underlies it. 
Many a toiling pastor suffers from the lack of 
a “shove on” from a critical congregation or 
an unsympathetic official board. In church 
life, we can do much to answer our own pray- 
ers On our minister’s behalf. A belated word 
of thanks, a hearty hand-grip, a look of appre- 
ciation, will do much to “shove him on!” 
There is much force in Saint Peter’s exhorta- 
tion, “We beseech you, brethren, to know 
them which labor among you, and are over 
you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to 
esteem them very highly in love for their 
work’s sake.” 


A Poor Mother’s Bible and What Came of It. 
(230) 

A writer in the World’s Work has paid a 
graceful tribute to Mr. George Tinworth 
whose remarkable panels are to be seen in 
many English cathedrals, and other places. 
After a reference to the artist’s remarkable 
familiarity with every detail of the Old and 
New Testament narratives, the writer goes on 
to show that the little lad in impoverished 
circumstances and sordid surroundings, was 
literally fed upon the inspired Book: 

The Bible is the chief source of his inspira- 
tion. The Bible was the only book which 
his mother read, and she knew it from cover 
to cover, and took care that her only son 
should know it too. In his childhood he was 
steeped in the scriptures. 

The result. of this training at his mother’s 
knee is powerfully shown in Mr. Tinworth’s 
noble.and artistic handiwork. 


“Go About Your Business.” (231) 

The old Temple clock in London bears a 
curious inscription, the origin of which is as- 
cribed to a chance remark. : 
Some two hundred years or so ago a master 
workman was employed to repair and put in 
a new face upon the clock. When his work 
was nearly done he asked the benchers for 
an appropriate motto to carve upon the base. 
They promised to think of one. Week aiter 
week came for their decision, but was put 
off. One day he found them at dinner in the 
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The Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund averages a net premium rate about = 
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the company that gives the greatest possible security; the lowest poss 
net premium and the largest possible benefits. To take insurance on 
other basis is to sacrifice interests that are vital and to waste money 
should contribute to the minister’s own life rather than for the benef 
somebody else. 


below that of other companies. From the New York Insurance Time 
taken the following quotation: “It is the real purpose of life insur 
to protect the family at the lowest possible cost. This the Presbyte 
Ministers’ Fund is doing.” The Carnegie Foundation in a recent an: 
report said: “The most successful example of an attempt to offer che 
life insurance to a select class of risks is, perhaps, that of the Presbyte 
Ministers’ Fund. * * * Its policy contracts excel in liberality those of 
other company, offering greater surrender values, lower interest 
loans to policy-holders, lower initial premiums and lower subsequent 
costs. Its rates probably represent the minimum which is likely te 
reached in conservative insurance management.” 


confirmation of the foregoing highly complimentary references to 
Fund from independent sources of authority, we would call your at 
tion to our annual dividends; 10% of first annual premium being g 
anteed as a dividend to reduce second annual premium; and theres 
our regular annual dividends in increasing amounts, serving to bring 
net premium cost of our insurance 20% below that of other companie 
further confirmation of the foregoing complimentary references to 
Fund, we would say that on a Twenty Year Endowment policy 
$10,000, at age 35, the difference in the net premium of the Fund and 
of the average company, compounded at 5% covering policy period, 
about $1,400; the amount of savings in interest on policy loans nets. 
$1,800, making a total saving of $3,262, or more than 32% of the 
of the policy. This is a saving worth while and should be considere: 
our ministers before taking their insurance elsewhere but in the F 
still further corroboration of above references, attention should be c: 
to our easy terms for payment of premiums; that premiums 

be paid monthly without interest, or if paid in advance, 

discount of 4%; also to the fact that our. policy loans are all 
at the low interest rate of only 4%, while other companies charge 
and many of them 6%; also to the fact that during the 153 years o 
history the Fund has never contested a claim. Its policy-holdefs 

been paid in full and every obligation has been fully met. There i 
life insurance policy issued except by the Fund that guarantees the lil 
conditions above named, all of which conditions are of greatest be 
to the insured, enabling them to take insurance when otherwise im 


sible and to carry it when otherwise it would have to be sacrificed 
lost. 
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- Life Insurance can be better effected by correspondence than by agents. 

_ The Fund’s business is done by correspondence directly with ministers. 
The large commissions paid agents by insurance companies aggregate 
more than their dividends to policy-holders, all of which is saved under 
our correspondence method for the ‘benefit of the insured. Moreover, 
when insurance is written by correspondence from the Home Office it is 
not subject to misrepresentation or misunderstanding. The statements 
regarding same are of record and of binding effect, as much so as any 
part of the contract itself, and are therefore made as simple and clear as 
possible. No advantage can be taken of ignorance. The insured knows 
what he is getting and can refer to his correspondence at any time to re- 
as himself of the character of his contract. This is very well worth 
while. 

The Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund is a ministers’ company insuring the 
clergy of all Protestant Churches, and therefore giving to ministers the 
advantage of the exceptionally low mortality experience of their own 
preferred class of risks. Ministers should insure in their own company 
and nowhere else until they have its limit, and thus stand together under 

= its mutual protection and advantage. 

The Ministers’ Fund writes all legitimate forms of insurance: Whole Life, 

--. Limited Payment Life for Ten, Fifteen or Twenty Years, Endowment for 
Ten, Fifteen, Twenty, Twenty-five and Thirty Years, also Annuity, 
Policies. It also guarantees with every policy contract the payment of 
its proceeds in event of death or on maturity of same in monthly install- 
ments, if desired, at the rate of $5.67, aggregating $68.04 per annum and 
$1,360.40 for each thousand dollars of insurance. 

Every Protestant Clergyman should identify himself with the Presbyteriat 
Ministers’ Fund under one or other of its policy contracts. * * * 
If you will kindly fill out the attached card and mail same, state- 
ments of different policies will be sent to you with special proposition 
which cannot fail to interest you. 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 
for 
LIFE INSURANCE 
908-14 Commonwealth Building 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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commons. “What motto shall I put on the 
clock, your lordship?” he asked of a learned 
judge. “O, go about your business!” his hon- 
or cried angrily. “And very suitable for a 
lazy, dawdling gang!” the clockmaker is 
said to have muttered as he retreated. It is 
certain that he carved “Go about your busi- 
ness” on the base. The lawyers decided that 
no better warning could be given them at any 
‘hour of the day, and there the inscription still 
remains. Every tick of the clock, as well as 
every morning’s sunrise, and still more sol- 
emnly, every birthday should say those earn- 
est words to every one of us. 


A Sure Sign. (232) 
When people do not love the house of 
prayer it is a certain sign of declining spiritual 
life. I saw the other day the story of a 
preacher who found nobody at his prayer 
meeting and began to toll the bell. A dozen 
people came running in, and one said: “Who 
is dead?” “The church,” replied the preacher, 
as he pulled away at the rope. 


The Democracy of Youth. (233) 
Childhood so long as it is unspoiled is al- 
ways democratic and knows nothing of the 
sin of caste. Among the many stories now 
being told about the young Prince of Wales 
is the following: He was sent to school at 
“Osborne. He had just arrived, and was wan- 
dering about the grounds, when he was ac- 
costed by another small boy, who had al- 
ready been a term at Osborne. “Hello,” said 
the other boy, who was the son of a captain 
in the navy. “You’re a new boy: What's 
your name?” “Edward,” the little prince re- 
plied. “Edward what, stupid?” said the other 
boy. “You must have another name.” “Ed- 
ward of Wales,” said the prince. “Oh, so 
you're that ep was his comment as he 
walked away. “I hope you won’t put on too 
much side.” 


5 “The Dregs of the Spirit World.” (234) 

Dr. F. B. Meyer has coined a good phrase 
about spiritualism. He said recently: “I have 
known several families that have been cursed 
by having recourse to clairvoyants and medi- 
ums. There are grave dangers in these 
things; and when occult powers are used for 
selfish ends it is possible for men and women 
to be filled with evil spirits, as was the girl at 
Philippi. People are fools to play with the 
dregs of the syile world.” 


Family “Worship at Night. (235) 

An interesting suggestion which ought to 
suggest to Christian parents the peculiar value 
of Christian worship in the home at the close 
of the day was made last summer by an 
American preacher, supplying a London pul- 
pit. Preaching at Westminster Chapel, Rev. 
Dr. J. Douglas Adam, of Brooklyn, pleaded 
for greater strictness in the habit of private 
prayer on retiring for rest. Some’ of the 
moral processes which are most powerful in 
moulding us takes place when we have no 
definite consciousness of them. If the last 


thoughts before sleep were set upon hig 
things, those thoughts would penetrate a 1 
work themselves out in the subliminal self 
during the hours of unconsciousness. Th 
would weave themselves into the texture o 
character even while we dreamed. Hence ft: 
was of supreme consequence morally that the 
last thoughts at night should convey spiritu 
suggestions. John Keble was not famili 
with modern psychology, but his lines appear 
to contain a vital truth: 
Be my last thought—How sweet to rest 
Forever on my Saviour’s breast! : 
i 
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1. Sam. 1:26-28. How Parents Should Regargd 
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Their Children. 
1. As a gift received from God. 
2. As a gift, to be returned to God. 
—Ziethe. 
2. Luke 2:41-52. The Duty of Parents to | 
Church in their Relation to their Children. 
-They should: 

1. Prepare them for the church (by ad- 
monition, etc.). 

2. Lead the way into the church (by 
joining themselves and living right). 

3. Continue to watch over them. after 
they (the children) have joined the 
church. —Schultze. — 

3. Mark 10:13-16. Suffer the Children to Come 
Unto Me! 

1, Upon. what grounds the command 
was given: they should learn to know | 
and love Him. 

2. To whom was it given To all having 
the care of children. 
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3. How is it to be carried out? Exam- 
ple, admonition, intercession. 
—Schultze. 


4. Eph. 6:4. Home Missionaries in the Familys) 
1. Its necessity and importance. =) 
2. The subjects, with whom it concerns” 


itself. 
3. Its helpers and the means to be em-- 
ployed. — —Schoener. 


HER NEW CALICO ‘FROCK. 

A certain Baptist parson was sometimes quite 
pointed in his rebukes for disorderly deport-— 
ment. One Sunday a young lady in the con- 
gregation had changed her seat several times 
during the delivery of the sermon. As she was 
about taking yet another seat, he said to her: 
“That'll do, my daughter; sit down and keep 
still for the balance of the sermon. Everybody 
has already seen your new calico frock.” i 


The Goodenough & Woglom Co., 122 Nassau 
Street, New York City, have brought out a very 
original and helpful Christmas Letter. It is. 
printed beautifully in red, green and gold, on a 
high grade paper folder, 6%, x 8% inches in size, 
and is accompanied by an appropriately printed 
envelope, and sells at the very reasonable rate 
of 50c a dozen, or in lots of one hundred, $3.50 
a hundred. 5c for a sample. ) 

The message brings to mind the most help-. 
ful fact related to the coming of Christ. Pas- 
tors will do well to use it in preference to. 
many other forms of greeting, because of its. 
spiritual distinctiveness. As a superintendent’s 
greeting’ to a teacher and as a friend’s token. 
of interest in a friend it will also prove very 
acceptable. i 
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sf Outer and Inner. (236) 
We haven’t yet passed beyond the state 
here we, with those old Pharisees, lay all 
€ stress upon the outer things rather than 
the inner. Why, the ribbons and crosses 
€ pin_on our lapels and our bosoms all rep- 
‘sent some thing we are going to leave un- 
yne or else do—generally a promise not to 
ay I’ve seeil women marching in a proces- 
on with blue ribbons flopping proudly in the 
Orning wind off each parader’s breast. That 
as to prove they wouldn’t get drunk. And 
Pass men on the street with white badges 
hich proclaim that they won’t be impure. 
nd the children come thronging up our Sab- 
ath aisles with gold pins glistening in the 
jlored light streaming through our lovely 
indows and the pins shout aloud for all the 
orld to hear, “This child has promised not 
stay away from church. But I never saw a 
dge or a ribbon or a button which pro- 
aimed, “This man loves the Lord his God 
ith all his heart and all his soul and all his 
und.” Yet Jesus says, “Not that which 
eth into the mouth defileth a man; but that 
hich cometh out of the mouth.” And this 
leans, being interpreted, “Not that which 
oesn’t go into the mouth glorifieth a man; 
ut that that does come out of his heart.” 


Goodness and Service. (237) 
A man said to me the other day, “I’m as 
od as most church-members.” And I nearly 
aid, “Heavens, what do I care if you are! 
roodness counts for so little.’ And it does. 
‘he Gospel cry is for service. The Gospel 
‘oes far beyond the Sinaiatic demand for 
ighteousness, has but little patience with the 


aked “Thou-shalt-nots” of Moses. Look at 
esus. He was something far higher. For 
he soul of Jesus craved service. Seeing the 


in in the world he needs must die for it, be- 
olding the woe inthe world he needs must 
uffer with it. He was born to fight men’s 
attles, to be rent and torn, to die in men’s 


attles. The Greeks pictured love as the 
nost boyish of the gods, plump, pleasant, 
miling. They were shallow-eyed. Love is 


he haggard virtue. Love’s eyes are bleared 
y watching; love’s face is wizened by self- 
bnegation; love can be trusted, because love 
Iways_hungers for the cross, love serves. 
shrist asks of you not goodness but Love. 


What For? (238) 
IT was talking the other day to one of my 
mall parishioners, urging upon him attend- 
nce at the morning service, pointing out the 
eauty of the Bibles to be gained this year 
or nine months’ faithful attendance. At the 
nd of my sermonctte, he stretched his plump 
egs far apart, looked me in the eye with a 
omical seriousness, and solemly asked, 
Well, what’s it all for? Why are you so hot 
6 rope us fellers into Church and School? 
Nhat you doin’ it for? What are you after? 


Original Illustrations - 


JAMES CHURCH ALVORD. 


The question struck straight home and, once 
in a year or so, every pastor ought to frankly 
tell his people just why he thinks they should 
come regularly to his church. 


Living and Dying. (239) 
The emphasis in these latter days is placed 
on living for the Lord, and wisely so placed. 


-Fifty years ago our fathers listened to the’ 


cry, “Come to the cross that you may be 
saved from Hell’—so the evangelist vocifer- 
ated: “Come to the cross, that you may enter 
Heaven’—so the preached pleaded: “Come 
to the cross, lest we spend all Eternity apart,” 
—so the believing wife whispered in her hus- 
band’s disbelieving ear. There were verses 
taught in Western Massachusetts, when I was 
a boy, reciting the end of a dissolute infidel, 
killed by a fall from a horse. “Between the 
saddle and the ground, he mercy sought and 
mercy found.” Perhaps he did. Gail Hamil- 
ton once cried out against such preaching, 
“The Gospel was made for live folks as well 
as for dead folks.” You and I are going to 
live tomorrow—not die. At least probably not 
one of us will-die. And, if we have living 
grace, if we live close to the Eternal Christ 
all day tomorrow and the next day and the 
next and the next—Christ will look after the 
dying. Sufficient unto the day is the living 
thereof. 


Stature of Christ Jesus. (240) 
God selects his battalions as did the proud 
father of Frederic the Great his favorite batch 
of guards. For the old king wouldn’t admit 
any man under six-feet four into those ranks; 
and God? God will not allow in his regiments 
any soldier who fails to stretch himself up to- 
wards that divinest pattern, the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ. 


Questionable Amusements. (241) 
The world was never so full as it is today 
of questionable pursuits, questionable ways of 
making money, questionable pleasures. Con- 
cerning these all there is but one dictum— 
the Church of Jesus Christ must either stand 
clear or go under. The rot of sin is like noth- 
ing so much as this invisible, untouchable 
San Jose scale which is devastating our or- 
chards. A good, clean apple tree cannot af- 
ford to be on the same street; nay— it can 
scarcely afford to be a citizen of the same 
town with a scale-infested tree. Stay out and 
stay opposed—on this one command hangs all 
the law and the prophets. “Ye cannot serve 
God and Mammon.” You cannot serve God 
and pursue pleasure. 


Colors That Don’t Run. (242) 

I was talking once on the French sea coast 
with an expatriated American, a man born in 
Massachusetts—I blush for my State—edu- 
cated in Massachusetts, who had inherited a 
lot of money made in Massachusetts; but who 
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lived abroad. We were gazing at a stately 
ship floating up the bay, the stars and stripes 
fluttering over her proud on-coming. My heart 
burned within me as I watched. Then said 
he, “Did you ever notice how crude is the 
coloring of the American flag?” He shud- 
dered with disgust. “It is positively barbaric.” 
I turned to him with blazing eyes. “I sup- 
pose you'd like to see it baby-blue with a 
bunch of tea-roses!” I stormed. “Yes,” he 
drawled, “baby-blue wouldn’t shout so against 
the sky-line.’ But I am glad that I live under 
a flag which shouts against the sky-line; I am 
glad that I belong to a church whose banner, 
scarlet with an emblazoned cross, shouts 
against the sky-line: I am glad that I cannot 
be a Christian unless I make my religion 
heard and seen and known of all men. 


The Eternal Bridge. (243) 
There used to be a huge old bridge, one of 
the covered kind, over the Connecticut River 
at Northampton. We boys used it often. 
When we went for a tramp’ to Hadley, we 
-crossed it; when we started for a swim, we 
slid down its embattlements and dove into the 
darkness beneath its floor; when the floods of 
spring came roaring down the valley and all 
the world went wild, we poked our heads out 
from its slits of windows and watched the 
logs go dancing down. Well, one day there 
came on a frightful. storm, the lightning 
flashed, the thunder roared, the wind howled, 
blustered, threatened: the whole huddle of us 
rushed to cover under the roof of the bridge. 
We had been fishing along the bank. In the 
middle of the storm, as the old structure 
creaked and rocked beneath the fury of the 
hurricane, one of the boys piped up, “Say, 
fellows, suppose the old bridge goes down!” 
We all edged along towards the entrance, 
might have scrambled clean out; but one 
young lad piped up in a high, shrill voice, 
“Huh, I guess I’ve trusted this old bridge too 
often to get skeered now. It won't go 
down.” Here am I, a proof of the fact that 
it didn’t. It is so with God. We test Him 
“in the darkness” as Moses did. In sorrow, 
in doubt, in temptation, we test him—then, 
when the call comes for us to pass into tne 
great darkness, we pass and are not afraid. 
We know whom we have believed and are 
persuaded that He is able to walk clear 
through the Valley of the Shadow with us 
and we with Him. 


Hamlet a Knocker. (244) 

I only know one good thing about that 
-slouch and slump, Hamlet, Prince of Denmark 
—he did get around once in a while to snif- 
fle, “The times are out of joint, oh, woe is 
me that ever I was born to set them right!” 
He was a slouch and a slump. He never took 
.an hour off from soliloquizing to start a move- 
ment towards setting things right; he didn’t 
do what little he could, between soliliquies, 
to urge other people to set them right. BUT 
he did realize that it was his job. He didn’t 
trot about whispering, O, woe is me _ that 
Ophelia doesn’t hustle up and set ’em right!” 


Sel 
He put the blame, where it belonged, on his} 
own shoulders. And you?—do you remember,) 
the other rainy evening when the Male Cho-- 
rus failed to materialize, how many of you! 
muttered to the pastor’s ear on going out, 
“Now, somebody ought to have rushed round) 
and scratched up a quartette to sing—some-- 


body really should have done that.” Why; 
didn’t you do it? Wasn’t it your job? q 
Mechanical Prayer. (245)) 


I knew a deacon once, a dear old saint, who: 
always put his minister into his prayer. That’s: 
a fine thing to do, a fine thing to do regularly! 
This kindly soul lifted his voice to the throne: 
of grace every Sabbath evening, “Lord, bless: 
our dear young pastor.” Sabbath after Sab- 
bath the petition rose to Heaven and _ the; 
heart of the boy behind the pulpit thrilled 
with joy. But the weeks fled—the months 
followed the weeks—the years scampered after 
the months—the parson’s hair thinned on top, 
—grizzled above the ears—showed a wide pink 
streak of baldness through the middle; still 
the deacon prayed, while the boys and girls 
giggled into their hymn-books, “Lord, bless 
our dear young pastor.” He was a good man; 
but his prayer wasn’t a good prayer. It was 
a mechanism, an alarm clock wound up to 
ring out. once a week at a stated hour, as reg 
ular, as rythmical, as unthinking, as the flight 
of a shuttle through the harnesses of a smooth 
running loom. For of all the idols, who today 
perch up in God’s temples and welcome the 
knee-bendings of unthinking crowds, no idol 
is more insidious in the evil he accomplishes. 
the souls he dulls and deadens, than the idol of 
an unthinking, a regular, a stated, a formal 
worship before the Lord of Hosts. God 
wishes no sacrifice which fails to gush from a 
vital and an adoring faith. 


THE JACKASS AND DEBS. 

Eugene V. Debs, the socialist leader, tells the 
following story on himself: 

“T was to address a public meeting and there 
was intense prejudice against me, so the young 
man who had to introduce me thought he would 
try to disarm it. 

“Debs is hated by some people,’ he said, ‘be- 
cause he has been in strikes. This is not right 
Tt is the law of nature to defend yourself. Why 
even a dog will growl if you try to deprive hin 
of the bone he is gnawing, a goat will butt i 
you get in his way, and you all know what : 
jackass will do if you monkey with him. Ladie: 
and gentlemen, this is Debs, who will now ad 
dress you.’”’—Success Magazine. 


AWKWARD. 

“You made a mistake in your paper,” said ai 
indignant man, entering the editorial sanctum o 
a daily journal. “I was one of the competitor 
at an athletic entertainment last night, and yo 
referred to me as ‘the well-known lightweigh 
champion,’ ” 

“Well, are you not?” inquired the sportin 
editor. 

“No, I’m nothing of the kind!” was the angr 
response; “and it’s confoundedly awkward, be 
cause I’m a coal dealer.”—Philadelphia Ledger. 
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Illustrations from the German 


REV, BENJ. SCHLIPF. 


Grandmother’s Prayers. (246) 
i A seOr. Vetaed; Lim: 2°), 

_ An aged grandmother, feeble and ailing, sat 
in her easy chair at the stove. Her pastor 
called and during his conversation with her 
said: “You must at time long to be released 
from the bonds of the flesh, as you can do ab- 
solutely nothing more.” “O, pastor,” said she, 
“you do not remember that I have a great 
and continuous work, namely to pray for my 
children and their families and all my kith 
and kin.” We do not wonder that the pastor 
agreed heartily with this aged saint. What 
an important work is intercession before God’s 
throne of grace! What a noble work, which 


the ill and convalescent members of our 
churches can do! 
fe Child Nurture. (247) 


uf Eph. 6:4; 2 Tim. 3:15. 

_ A mother having a four-year-old child, 
asked her pastor when she should begin train- 
ing her child. “Dear madame,” said he, “if you 
have not already begun it, you have lost four 
precious years of opportunity. When the first 
smile lights up the child’s face, this important 
Ask God’s help 


duty of the mother begins.” 
daily, believingly. 


Living Testimony. 

Matt. 5:16; Luke 10:37. 
_A young and enthusiastic worker in God’s 
vineyard came to an older and more experi- 
enced Christian friend and told him the fol- 
lowing experience: “Yesterday I spoke to old 
Peter M. about his soul’s salvation. I had a 
good opportunity as we went a long way to- 
gether. I spoke to him as fervently as pos- 
sible about the love of God, but the old man 
seemed wholly unresponsive, and replied to 
My invitation to accept Christ, ‘I am a poor 
old man and must stagger under the load of 
firewood I had so much trouble in collecting. 
I’can feel nothing of the love of God.’ How 
terrible is such hard-heartedness!” The ex- 
perienced Christian replied that he must ack- 
nowledge it quite natural that the old man 
did not respond to the invitation as he should 
have. “Natural?” said the man, “what do 
you mean? I told him all about Christ in a 
biblical way.” “My brother, had you borne 
his load of wood for him, he surely would 
have considered your words, as he would have 
not only heard about the love of God, but 
seen an illustration of it in you.” 


(248) 


The Dying Miser. (249) 
Col: 1325:" Eph. 4:19. 

“Dear pastor, I wish I could take my money 
along in the next world,” said a rich old man 
before dying. “It might melt,’ was the reply 
of the pastor. 


y 


Where Will We Land? (250) 
Matt. 25:46; Dan. 12:2. 


A lady was on a train on a line that had a 
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very steep grade, and becoming anxious she 
asked the conductor: “What would be done if 
an accident should happen and the train slip 
back?” “We would put on the brakes.” “And 
what if they should not hold?” “Then the 
double brakes.” “And where would we land 
if they should not prove effective?” “Either 
in heaven or hell, madam, as we deserve!” 


How about your brakes, friend, will they be 
sufficient, do you think, to keep your life’s 
train safe on the downgrade to perdition when 
the couplings break that bind you to life? 


Not Ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. ~ 
Rom. 1:16. 
(251) 

The godly Prussian minister of King Fred- 
eric II., von Pfeil, who died Feb. 14, 1784, 
was accustomed to spend a certain hour each 
morning in prayer and meditation, and had 
given his servants command not to admit any- 
one to him. One morning his King appeared 
at this hour and wished to go over some busi- 
ness with him, but von Pfeil’s servant dared not 
to disturb him and informed the King of the 
reason why the minister had given the order. 
The King replied: “I will wait.” ; 

When von Pfeil came from his chambers he 
excused his delay with these words: “I beg 
your majesty’s pardon; I have just now been 
talking with the King of kings.” <A few 
moments more and they were busy with their 
work. Blessed the king who has such coun- 
sellors and the country which has such rulers! 

The Value of the Human Soul. (251a) 
Luke 15:1-10. 

Seen in: (a) The love with which the Lord 
follows it up; (b) the earnestness with which 
He seeks it; (c) the joy he has when he finds 
it— Engelhardt. 


I Am Lost! (252) 
Luke 19:10; Luke 15. 

In a Swiss village a young lad was missed. 
The parents had looked everywhere for him 
without avail and their hearts were filled with 
sorrow. They told their neighbors and friends 
and several parties went out to hunt for the 
lost boy. Into deep canyons and over high 
snowfields the seekers went. All their ef- 
forts seemed useless. A whole day had passed 
They had heard the song of a milk-maiden 
and the cheery tone of the Alphorn, but never 
the sound of the lost one’s voice, and were 
about to give up the search. Hark, what 1s 
that? They listen. A mournful cry reaches 
their ears: “I am lost.” At last they cry out, 
for it was the voice of the boy. He was in 
a deep canyon into which several stouthearted 
mountaineers descended and soon they had 
the joy of restoring the lost and now found 
boy to his sorrowing parents. 

Manv are lost,—but when they acknowledge 
it, as did the prodigal, as did the publican in 


the temple, the good Shepherd soon finds 
them and restores them to the heavenly 
Father, for He came “to seek and save the 
lost.” 


Confess Jesus. 
Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:10. 
Trying to be a Christian without confess- 
ing Christ is equal to saying to Him: “I ack- 
nowledge you to be my Lord, but I’ll not tell 
the folks; I love you, but no one needs to 
know it.” 


(253) 


Eternity. (254) 

About 25 years ago a boy drowned in Dun- 
dee, Scotland, while trying to save another 
boy. That same morning he had written in 
chalk on the sidewalk in front of his home 
the single word, “Eternity.” 

What is eternity? A gentleman loved to 
visit an asylum for the deaf and dumb, and to 
converse with the older pupils. One day he 
wrote on the slate of a talented boy: ‘What 
is eternity?” The boy thought awhile, then 
his face lit up and he wrote as his answer: 
“The lifetime of the Almighty.” Think of 
the awfulness of the word for those unpre- 
pared! Your day of departure may be as 
near as it was for the Scotch lad. Are you 
ready for eternity? Are you prepared to meet 
your God? 


Walk Worthily. 

Ep heal me Salis: 

There are some clocks that do not strike. 

They may tell the time perfectly, but one 

must look at the dial to see how late it is. So 

it 1s with many Christians. They may not 

make loud professions, but their walk is cor- 
rect and shows their Christianity. 


(255) 


No Home Beyond the Grave. 
Vohnd4 2532 1Comn cle 
A wealthy man lay dying and called a no- 
tary to make his will. In the presence of 
wife and child he said that they should have 
the house which was their home. The child, 
who did not understand what death is, asked: 
“Papa, have you bought yourself a house in 
the land to which you are going when you 
leave us?” The arrow went home, but alas, 
it was too late. The father had not thought 
of a home beyond the grave. We believers 
have the comforting assurance from Jesus: 
.“In my father’s house are many mansions—I 
‘go to prepare a place for you.” 


(256) 


Outlines for Funerals. (257) 
-1. Death Means Victory. 1 C@orelores 52574 
(a) Dying, that i is the terrible battle. 
(b) Sin, that is the powerful enemy. 
(c) Christ, that is the sure victory. 
—Stoecker. 
2. The State of the Believer After Death. 
Rev. 14:13. 
(a) It is blessed. 
(b) In communion with God. 
(ce) And the Saints—Scriver. 


_telling this story; 


3. About Them That Sleep. 1 Thess. 4a 


18. 
(a) The apostle says: They hall aril 
(b) The pledge for its 


_ Christ’s word and His resurrectio 

(c) The result of this sure promise: w 
fear not death for us or our love 
ones.—Schultze. 


4. The Day of the Lord’s Appearing. | 
12:1-13. = ; =| 
(a) The day which we await. 


ih 


Christ’ 


(b) The salvation provided: 
blood and righteousness. _ 3 
(c) The use we should make of it 


watch, pray, walk holily.—Ziethe. 


5. What Is the Blessedness of Heaven? Co 
1:9-14. 
(a) Deliverance from all evil. 
(b) Blessed communion with the Lor 
and the redeemed. 
(c) Joy unspeakable and glory unuttes 
able in the héavenly kingdom. 
—Kapfte 


MORE COURTSHIP AFTER MARRIAGE 


Some men seem to consider their marriag 
certificate as a sort of fully paid-up policy ¢ 
happiness. They act as if the courtship day 
were those of paying premiums of complimen 
cheerfulness, courtesy, consideration and chix 
alry, and that marriage cuts off all these pre 
miums of lover-like attention. The: only wa 
to get an absolutely guaranteed insurance o 
matrimony is to keep paying the premium 
Many first-class matrimonial policies lapse jus 
because of these suspended payments. 


There is a tendency -to assume that this lov 
is known and recognized, so why speak of it 
This is a dangerous taking for granted of whz 
should be made real, pulsing and vital in though 
word and ‘deed. There is little danger of ove: 
it is often the wine of life an 
inspiration to one hungering and _thirsting fc 
the little tendernesses of affection. There a 
more people on this great, big, rolling eart 
hungering for sweetness, tenderness, and wor 
of appreciation, genial confidence and generot 
affection than are starving for bread. Wit 
husband and wife these delicate messengers 
affection cost so little—sometimes only a thoug! 
but it is the thought that is all. 


Continued courtship after marriage presery: 
the lover in the husband and the sweetheart - 
the wife. But courtship is not solitaire; lil 
a quarrel, it requires two to make it a succes 
It is not the wife alone who needs the graciot 
sweetness of concentrated comradeship; for hu 
bands who are built on the right lines have tl 
same hunger for loving kindness and kind 
loving. 


Courtship is a vessel of promise that is oft 
wrecked on the shoals of matrimony. Cour 
ship means two mates without a captain; ma 
riage sometimes becomes two captains without 
mate.-—From the October Delineator. 
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om J. H. Bomberger’s “Three Thousand 
Illustrations,” Central Pub. House, 
Cleveland, Ohio.) 

& Personal Work. (741) 
_ Harlan Page was a merchant in New York 
City. What could a busy man do for the 
world’s good? What were his possibilities 
outside of making money for himself and his 
tome? He saw how many people there were 
*0 whom no one ever spoke a personal word 
ibout their Christian purpose. He resolved 
chat he would speak to as many as he could, 
dr write to them. He sought them in their 
aomes and in their offices, he met them on the 
streets and walked with them, he sent them 
direct and persuasive letters when he could 
not reach them otherwise. It was no easy 
work. It was not always successful. But it 
did good, great good, and scores upon scores 
of people came forth under his influence as 
avowed and worthy Christians —McClure’s. 


Preparation. 


; (742) 
Crossing the Bar, that exquisite gem, 


was 


written on a day in October in Tennyson’s’ 


eighty-first year. 
it was shown, said: 


The poet’s son, to whom 
“Tt is the crown of your 
life’s work.” Tennyson answered, “It came 
in a moment.” But beyond that moment lay 
more than three score years of fastidious 
care in thinking and writing. 
“The heights by great men reached and kept 
Were not attained by sudden flight, 
“But they, while their companions slept, 
Were toiling upward in the night.” 
De —Bradley. 


7 Cool and United. (743) 
On a hot, sultry night a small company 
were vainly trying to be comfortable, sitting 
on the front stoop of a dwelling in a certain 
city. Suddenly one of the party proposed 
that they all go to the prayer meeting “at the 
First Church.” “What on earth put that no- 
tion into your head?” queried one of the party. 
50, it is so hot here, I can’t stand it any 
longer. I thought if we went down there we 
would get cooled off, it is the coldest place I 
know of.” This reminds us of what was once 
said by way of a report made at an associa- 
tion by a delegate from a certain church: 
“We are all united in our-church,” said the 
delegate, and sat down. As he took his seat 
he remarked in an undertone to a neighbor, 
“Frozen together.’—Words and Weapons. 


Progress Underneath. (744) 
“Don’t keep watching the steeple all the 
time!’ The foréman said it to the little girl. 
She had been so much excited the day before 
by seeing the busy workmen clustered about 
the far point of the steeple. This was when 
the new church was being built. But this day 
the steeple was deserted, and the little girl 
had said to the foreman, “You aren’t working 
so fast as you were yesterday, are you, Mr. 
Smith?” And the foreman said: “Don’t keep 
watching the steeple all the time! It’s too 


Cut Gems 


windy to work up there today. But run in- 
side and see if it isn’t coming on pretty well, 
after all!” And the little girl went inside and 
saw there the planing and the measuring and 
the shaping of timbers, and all the work upon 
floors and partitions and great arches. . And 
then she saw that it is not always the steeple 
that shows best the rate of progress. 


Conductors Wanted. (745) 


A man in a temperance meeting said that 
he wondered why God did not send his light- 
ning to destroy all the rumshops. Another 
answered: “God has lightning enough, what 
he needs is conductors.” 


Manual Training. 

A writer in “The North American Review” 

asserts that manual training is almost as good 

as a preventive of crime as vaccination is of 
smallpox. 


“What per cent of the prisoners under your 
care have received any manual training be- 
yond some acquaintance with farming?” a 
Northern man asked the warden of a Southern 
penitentiary. “Not one per cent,” replied the 
warden. “Have you no mechanics in prison?” 
“Orly one mechanic; that is, one man who 
claims to be a house-painter.” “Have you any 
shoemakers?” asked the visitor. “Never had 
a shoemaker.’ “Have you any tailors?” 
“Never had a tailor.’ “Any printers?” “Never 
had a printer.” “Any carpenters?’ “Never 
had a man in this prison that could draw a 
straight line.” 


MISCELLANEOUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 
The Cowboy’s Idea. (750) 


Men have different ideas of religion. With 
some it is mainly feeling, with others it. is 
largely form; with some it is mostly faith, 
with others it is generally talk! 2 

A converted cowboy gives this as his idea 
of what religion is: “Lots of folks that would 
really like to do right think that servin’ the 
Lord means shoutin’ themselves hoarse, prais- 
in’ his name. Now, I'll tell you how I look 
at that. I’m working for Jim here. Now, if 
I’d sit around the house here tellin’ what a 
good fellow Jim is, and singin’ songs to him 
an’ gettin’ up in the night to serenade him, 
I’d be doin’ just like what lots of Christians 
do, but I wouldn’t suit Jim, and I'd get fired 
mighty quick.. But when I buckle on my 
straps and hustle among the hills and see that 
Tim’s head is all right, an’ not sufferin’ for 
water and feed, or bein’ off the range and 


~ pranded by cow-thieves, then I’m serving Jim 
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as he wants to be served.” ; 

This was the converted cowboy’s idea. Does 
it not scund a little like the voice of Him 
who, when his disciple said, “Lord. thou know- 
est all things, thou knowest that I love thee,” 
only answered, “Tend my sheep; Tend my 
lambs” ?—Evangelical Messenger. 


(746) 


{ 


Whistle and Hoe. 


There’s a boy just over the garden fence, 
Who is whistling all through the livelong 
day; 
And his work is not just a mere pretense, 
‘For you see the weeds he has cut away. 
Whistle and hoe, 
Sing as you go, 
Shorten the row 
By the songs you know. 


(766) 


Not a word of bemoaning his task I hear; 
He has scarcely time for a growl, I know; 
For his whistle sounds so merry and clear, 


He must find some pleasure in every row. 
Whistle and hoe, © 
Sing as you go, a 
Shorten the row, 
_ By the songs you know. 
But then, while you whistle, be sure that y 
hoe; 
For if you are idle the briars will spread; | 
And whistling alone to the end of the row 
May do for the weeds, but is bad for a 
bread. | 
Whistle and hoe, 
Sing as you go, 
Shorten the row, 
By the songs you know. 


Lessons 


In working to make men better we may 
learn lessons from men whom we think of 
as hopelessly bad. 

The State Penitentiary at Salem, Oregon, 
prints the publication, “Lend A Hand.” From 
its July issue we reprint the following, as they 
were sent in by the prisoners: 

} iby sneer dn Zeeben 
Self-Sacrifice. 
No. 5644. 


Recently, in discussing a prison affair, a free 
man. who has been closely associated with 
convicts for some time, made this assertion: 
“T have noticed that prisoners help one an- 
other more than outside people do.” 

What a text; thoroughly digest it. The fol- 
lowing shows the correctness of this man’s 
judgment: 

A convict serving a fifteen-year sentence had 
been here less than two years when he was 
caught\in the machinery and crippled for life. 
It was reported in the shops that the governor 
would pardon this man if he would go to his 
people, who lived in an eastern state. But the 
man did not have the means to pay his trans- 
portation. It was suggested by the prisoners 
that they take up a collection and raise the 
funds. One prisoner spoke up and said, “I 
have but 85 cents, but I will give it.” 

Now what was this man’s source of income. 
He drew three packs of tobacco a week in the 
shops. As he did not use tobacco he was per- 
mitted to draw stamps instead—15 cents per 
week. From this he must buy his sugar or 
any little needed extras. He had thus saved 
85 cents, and offered it all to help a fellow 
prisoner who had been unfortunate. And 
this man is serving a life sentence. 


Room Enough for Us All. 
By 6240. 
Never crowd nor push on the march of life, 
Nor tread on each others’ toes; 
For the world at best with its great unrest, 
Is hard enough as it goes. 
Oh, why should the rich oppress the poor, 
Till the latter goes to the wall; 
On this earth of ours with its thorns 
flowers, 
There is room enough for us all. 


and 
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From Prisoners 


If a lagging brother falls behind, 
And drops from the toiling band; 

If fear and doubt puts his soul to rout, 
Then lend him a helping hand. 

Cheer up his heart with a word of hope, 
Don’t season your speech with gall; 

For in the great highway, on the busiest de 
There is room enough for us all. 


And if by doing your duty well, | 
You should get to lead the van, 
Brand not your name with a deed of shame, 
But come out an honest man. 
Keep a bright lookout on every side, 
Till heeding the Master’s cali, 
Then our soul should go from this world k 
low, 
Where there is room enough for us all. 


Music. 
No. 6312, 
Clean hands, a good heart, a vivid imagir 
tion, sharp eyes, a clear brain, a good ear, 
strong nerve and plenty of perseverance a 
some of the essentials in the making of a 3h 
musician. | 


Like woman, musical instruments respo: 
most readily to those who love them best. 

You should select the violin that giyes y 
the most pleasant sensation when placed 
position to play on. 


You will never master any instrument th 
is disagreeable to your touch. 


When singing, good tones leave a pleasa 
sensation in the mouth. 

“The singer, unlike the poet is made, n 
born.” 


Scientists agree that the human ear is a ha 
consisting of at least 750 strings, each stri 
corresponding to the pitch of a certain to1 
therefore A may hear a sound too low for 
to comprehend and B may hear a tone 
high that A can not detect it, even thou 
both possess good ears. 

Sunday, June 4, 1911, was a jewel day 
the prisoners of the O. S. P. If those go 
people could only realize what hope and go 
cheer their singing brought to the sad hea: 
inside these walls, they would come often 


te ;. — 


Love is the note of Christmas. Love is the 
key to the problem of the brotherhood of man. 
Love is to prevail more and more in the world 
as Christ becomes known. Love came down 
at Christmas, love all lovely, Love Divine. 
Brethren, let us try to make our Christmas 
sermons and talks winsome calls to men, wom- 
en and children to yield their hearts to ‘Christ, 
the Christmas-Bringer. 


Suggestive Texts and Themes. (266) 
~God’s Plenipotentiary: “Even the messen- 
al of the covenant whom ye delight in.” Mal. 
2. 

Locating the Christ: “Where is he that is 
born king of the Jews? For,” etc. Matt. 2:2. 
Christ Expected: “I shall not see him now; 
I shall behold him, but not nigh; there shall 
come a star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall 
rise out of Israel.” Num. 24:17. 
ems Peace: “On earth peace.” 
The Word and the World: “The Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us.” John 1:14. 
The Star of Bethlehem: ‘When they saw 
the star they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy.” Matt. 2:10. 

The Christmas Song: “Glory to God in the 
ighest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” Luke 2:14. 

~The Day-Star in the Heart: 2 Pet. 1:19. 
“The Saving Name: “Thou shalt call his 
name Jesus, for he shall save his people from 
their sins.” Matt. 1:21. 
_ Advice For Christmas: 
a dinner, or supper,” etc. 


Luke 


“When thou makest 
Luke 14:12-14. 


Star-Led: “And when they saw the star. 
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.” Matt. 
2:10. : 

; ‘The Incarnation: 


“For ye know the grace 

oF our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was 

tich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that 

z through his poverty might be rich.” 2 Cor. 
9. 


~ Preparing for Christmas a Holy Privilege: 


"Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” Isa. 40:3. 
_ Sent to be Saviour: “The Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the world.” 1 John 


4:14. 

The Bethlehem of the Heart: 
be formed in you.” Gal. 4:19. 
The Story of the Star: “For we have seen 
his star in the east, and are come hither to 
worship him.” Matt. 2:2. 

Why Jesus Came: “The Son of Man is 
come to seek that which was lost.” Luke 
19:10. 

- The Miraculous Birth: “That holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” Luke 1:35, 

A Christmas Day Hope: “And the angel 
said unto them, Fear not; for, behold, I bring 
unto you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people.” Luke 2:10, 11. 

Room for Christ: “There was no room for 
them in the inn.” Luke 2:7. 


“Until Christ 
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_ THE ECCLESIASTICAL YEAR—DECEMBER 


G. B. F. HALLOCK, D, D. 


Christmas 


God’s First Christmas Gift to Man: “Be- 
hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy.” 
Luke 2:10. 

The First Advent: “So Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many.” Heb. 9:28. 

The Second Advent: “Unto them that look 
for him shall he appear the second time vets 
out sin unto salvation.” Heb. 9:28. 

The Nearness of Christ: “The Lord is at 
hand.” Phil. 4:5. 

A Prevision of the Christ: “Behold a virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son and thou shalt 
call his name Immanuel.” Isa. 7:14. 

Pondering of the Christ: “But Mary kept 
all those things and pondered them in her 
heart.” Luke 2:19. : 

Proclaiming the Christ: “And the angel 
said unto them, Fear not; for behold I bring 
you good tidings of great joy,’ etc. Luke 
PEN OS 

Endowing the Christ: “And when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented unto 
him gifts, gold,” etc. Matt. 2:11. 

An Apocalypse of the Christ: “For unto us 
AeChMaeise Olin . and his name shall be 
called Wonderful,” etc. Isa. 6:7. 

Hailing the Christ: “And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the Heimen 
host, praising God,” etc. Luke 2:13, 14. 

The Pedigree of the Christ: “Concerning 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was 
made of the seed of David according to the 
flesh,” etc. Rom. 1:3, 4 

No Room in the Inn. (267) 

“There was no room for them in the inn.” 
Luke 2:7. 

There was no room for Jesus then. 
now? 

I. Among the nations. 
politics, in army and fleet. 

Il. In society. Luxury, show, infidelity, sin. 

Ill. In business. Ideals of Christ in the 
market. 

IVs tn church, 
“Follow me’? 

V. In homes. 
in home. 

VI. In our sinful hearts: 

“Dear little stranger 
Slept in a manger, 

No downy pillow under his head, 

Only the darkness his cradle caresses, 

Only a manger, lowly, his bed, 

Blinded and selfish, the world in its sin. 
No room in the Inn! 
No room in the Inn!” 
—Author Unknown. 


Is there 


In governments, in 


Does church meet test, 


Place of Bible and religion 


The Quest for the King. (268) 
“Where is he that is born king of the Jews? 
for we have seen his star in the east, and are 
come to worship him.” Matt. 2:2. 
A Christmas occupation—to find the King. 
i the «quest is race- old. 1. It began in 
Eden. 2. It is primal in the sinful soul. 


Il. The quest is star-led.. # In predic- 
‘tion, 2. In the footprint of many wise men. 

Ill. The quest is piqued by surprises. 1. 
The King’s lowly lot. 2. The King had ene- 
mies. 

IV. The quest is qualified by fitting gifts. 
V. The quest is consummated in worship. 
The Child-King is now the Man of men.— 

Rev. S. B. Dunn. 


A Babe in Arms. (269) 

“Then took he him up in his arms and 
blessed God.” Luke 2:28. 

The aged Simeon with the holy Babe in his 
arms and blessed God for the load, suggests 
an armful of lessons: 

I. In loving arms is where every babe be- 
longs, since the Christ-child has sanctified all 
childhood. 

II. In affectionate embrace, as a precious 
treasure, is the rightful lot of the holy child 
Jesus, “because of his: personal worth.” 

III. In the closest intimacies of life and 
its most sacred hours, all that this Babe stands 
for should be found—in life’s relations, hopes, 
pursuits. From the face of Christ thus in arms 
it were easy to turn to bless God.—Rev. S. B. 
_=Dunn; D. D; 


The Old World Became a New World When 


Jesus Was Born. (270) 
“Now when Jesus was born.” Matt. 2:1. 
“Now when Jesus was born.” We are 


amazed at the splendid serenity of the an- 
nouncement. Th birth was both mystery and 
fact. As mystery, it will require the remainder 
of eternity to show how it began to be, and 
how it could at once perplex men and save 
them. The time and place and not a few cir- 
cumstances of the birth were all subjects of 
prophecy. Moses knew something of the se- 
cret, and so did Abraham. David and Isaiah 
sang and wrote much about it. The Old Tes- 
tament is full of it, and yet the New Testa- 
ment quietly says, without agitation or any 
surprise, as if it were an answer to expectation, 
“Now when Jesus was born.” The heavens are 
not called on to be astonished, nor is the earth 
called upon to receive the Child with special 
acclaim. The simple annotincement is, “Jesus 
was born.” 


_ I. Now when Jesus was born the world be- 
came a new world. It put off its old and help- 
less self to begin again with new energy and 
new hope. “Jesus was born!” That was the 
explanation. He came to give every waiting 
and willing one new life, new ideas, new im- 
Pec new ambitions—a new star and a new 
sky. 

II. His name Jesus, means Saviour. Jesus 
has come. _ What for?- To save you. You 
have a Saviour if you are only willing to be 
saved. 

A woman of brilliant intellect, refined and 
beautiful, and richly dressed, in a fit of in- 
sanity, threw herself into the lake at Chicago 
a few months ago and was drowned. A rope 
was thrown to her, but she refused to grasp 
it. This woman, so much respected, was in- 
sane, and she could not be saved because she 
would not be saved. But, do we not know it, 


es e | 


that in the matter of eternal salvation there 
are many who act just as insanely? They 
refuse to allow themselves to be saved. They 
reject the Saviour when he would save them, 
But glad and happy fact, to every willing one| 
now, when Jesus was born he came as a Sav-| 
iour. Have you let him save you? ‘ 

Ill. The men who sought were star-led.| 
Those who first found the Saviour were led! 
thither by a star. The star points to Bethle- 
hem and says, “There is the Lord.” The Bible 
points to Bethlehem and says, “There is the. 
Lord.” Both star and Bible were consulted. 
by the wise men, and the two witnesses agreed. 
Nature and the Bible, science and revelation, 
rightly understood, lead to, not away from, 
Christ. Of all the starry beacons that ever 
shone out as a sign of promise to mankind, 
the fairest and sweetest and most significant 
was this one—the star of  Bethlehem— 
“Brightest and best of the sons of the morn- 
ing”’—as it lighted the wandering wise men on 
their way from the East to the little town of 
Bethlehem where lay the Babe of divine prom- 
ise. Seeing his star—that is the way to wor- 
ship and the path to individual, social and 
racial blessing. 

In their search they inquired: “Where is 
he?” Whether the men were conscious of it 
or not their search was for God. “Where 
is he that is born king of the Jews?” It was 
the old, old cry, “Oh, that I knew where I 
might find him!” But in the incarnation God 
revealed himself. He revealed his love, hts 


tenderness, his yearning desire to save. He 
“visited” his people.—H. | 
The Manger-Cradle. (271) 

“And this shall be a sign unto you.” Luke 


Qiliee 

Of what was this babe in the manger a sign 

I. Of the beginning of a more humane 
epoch. Proper treatment of God’s dependent 
creatures. 

II. Of the beginning of a brotherhood with 
no race or color limit, love as the leveler. | 

Ill. Of God’s infinity making a home fot 
itself in our commonplaceness—kitchen, shop 
stable. - | 

IV. Of the Lord constructing a throne fot 
himself out of the common strain of humdrum 
duties. “The Lord content with a manger, ii 
is sin for me to fret in a mansion.”—C, A. T 


The Glory of The Christmas Christ (272) 
“God who at sundry times and in diver: 
manners spake in time past unto the father: 
by the prophets, hath in these last days spoker 
to us by his Son,” etc. Heb. 1:1-6. 

I. A Great Saviour. 1. He is great in hi: 
origin. Verses 2, 3. He is the Son of God 
the effulgence of his Father’s glory, the mani 
festation of his person, higher than the angels 
Yet he became our Saviour! 2. He is grea 
in his power. Verse 3. He made the world 
and he sustains the world. Yet he was willin: 
to renounce all to save us! 3. He is great it 
his self-surrender. Verse 3. He “made puri 
fication for sins,” not by offering a sacrifice 
but by offering himself, giving his own bloo 
to save us. 4. He is great in his present ex 
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ation. Verse 3, Having given himself to 
e, and risen again, he has ascended once 
sore to his throne, and sits at God’s right 
and, bearing the name that is above every 
ame. 5S. He is great in his glorious return. 
erse 6. “When he again bringeth in the 
tstborn.” Revised Version contains a refer- 
yee to the Saviour’s second coming in glor- 
us majesty, attended by the angels. 6. He 
great in his eternal rule. Verse 8. His 
irone and sceptre are forever, and his king- 
om shall never pass away. 


AI.. A Great Salvation. 1. The Gospel sal- 
ation is great because it comes from God. 
erse 1. Its origin is in the throne of the 
jaiverse. 2. It is great in the preparation 
| Verse 1. For thousands of years 
1e prophets were preparing the way and lift- 
ig up the people to a readiness for the gospel. 
| It is great because proclaimed by God’s 
on. Verse 2. The loftiest Being in the uni- 
srse stoops from his throne and brings salva- 
on to guilty men. 4. It is great because of 
S purifying work. Verse 3. Its purpose is 
take away sin, to make men pure; and this 
‘ork it accomplishes for multitudes. Thou- 
nds can say, “He has taken away my sins!” 
_It is great in its responsibilities. Chap. 2, 
arse 1. It requires us to give earnest heed 
st we drift away from its opportunities and 
ye them. 6. It is great because of its pen- 
ties. Verses 2, 3. There is a just recom- 
ense of reward to those who neglect its call, 
punishment all the greater because the neg- 
et shows contempt of God. 7. It is great 
ecause of the miracles attending it. Verse 
_ Its truth is attested by mighty works of 
uvation from sin and transformation of char- 
meer now.—)J. L. Hurlbut, D. D. 
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2 God’s Revelation in Christ. (273) 
“For unto you is born this day in the city 
> David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
uke 2:11. 

Bethlehem’s manger holds the profoundest 
iought of theology, the grandest theme of 
yng, the cheerfulest hope for humanity. The 
iswer to man’s imperious cry. 

I. Incarnation. God coming to dwell in 
lan. 

Il. Revelation. In that cradle man looks 
pon the face of the King and the soul is sat- 
fied. 

III. Presence. “Emmanuel—God with us,” 
le living root of Christian faith—the founda- 
on and superstructure of the church. 

TV., Power. Outward reach of God to help 
s children up. 1. By his power—regenerat- 
@ and sanctifying. 2. By his teachings— 
ftiest and most practical. 3. By his exam- 
e—“‘He went about doing good.”—C. A. T. 


| Back to Work With Joy. (274) 
“And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
aising God for all the things that they had 
ard and seen, and as it had been spoken 
to them.” Luke 2:20. 

The shepherds had just seen angels and 
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heard their marvelous music, and had seen 
the Christ. After that experience we read that 
they “returned.” Back to their sheep. With 
joy they returned to their common duty. 

The difference between Christian joy and the 
world’s pleasure is in this: the one fits for 
duty, while the other unfits. Three thoughts 
are suggested in this. 

I. Christ brings joy. The angels sang when 
Christ was born. Simeon and Anna returned 
thanks. Andrew shouted “Eureka.” A man 
may rejoice indeed when he finds the Saviour. 

Il. Christ would turn joy into the perform- 
ance of duty. The shepherds went back to 
work gladly. Christ brought the disciples 
down from the mountain to where the de- 
moniac child was. Paul exhorts Christians to 
live contentedly where they are. 
was sent back to his earthly master. Our joy 
in Christ is to fit us for the every-day duties. 

III. Christ would have gratitude expressed 
in work. The best way to praise God is by 
our lives.- There is not much spirituality in 
the man who won’t work. The birds praise 
God by their songs, the flowers by their beau- 
ty, the stars by their shining and their motion 
in their spheres. We can best “adorn the doc- 
trine” and praise God by our lives——Author 
Unknown. 


The Rising Star. (275) 

“There shall come a star out of Jacob, and 
a sceptre shall rise out of Israel,” etc. Num. 
DA /E 

Balaam caught the first faint beams of the 
Star-rise of the reign of Christ. 

I. The rising Star brings light. On the 
deepest mysteries—on immediate duties—on 
human destiny. 

Il. The rising Star has a scepter-quality. 
The light is instinct with celestial authority. 
Ts charged with a quickening and governing 
dynamic. 

Ill. The rising Star is born of the human- 
ity lying back of it—of the chosen race—of 
our flesh and blood—of the needs that our 
human nature feels. 

Star-rise to Balaam is Sun-rise to us.—Rev. 
S; Be Dann: 


The Angel’s Song. (276) 

“Behold, I bring you good tidings of great’ 
joy,’ etc. Luke 2:10-14. 

I. The singers are angels—heavenly mes- 
sengers. Christmas joy begins above. Heaven 
rejoices in the coming of the Saviour. 

II. The song is “good tidings of great joy.” 
1. Of God’s love and fatherhood revealed to 
men in Christ. 2. Of the prospective redemp- 
tion of man from sin. 3. Of life and immor- 
tality brought to light. 

III. The listeners are men—shepherds first, 
but now all who will listen and believe. 

IV. The refrain. 1. Praise to God. 2. 
Peace on earth. 3. Divine approval of man, 
“in whom he is well pleased.” (R. V.) 


Onesimus ~ 
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The Wise Men. (277) 

“There came wise men from the East.” Matt. 
22k 

I. They were “wise” men. 
mands the world’s intellect. 

II. They were from the East. 1. The hopes 
of India, China, Japan are to be fulfilled in 
Christ. 2. The faiths of Oriental peoples are 
are to ‘be completed or supplanted by the re- 
ligion of Jesus. 3. The life of the Orient is 
to be transformed by him who is the life of the 
world. 

Il. They came to the cradle of Jesus. 1. 
Who sent them? Is not God’s Spirit at work 
in the East before the Gospel is carried there? 
2. How did they know he should be wor- 
shiped? Jesus is everywhere self-accredited. 
We have only to present him to “the East” 
and he will conquer. 


Jesus com- 


The Christmas Discovery. (278) 

It is said that when the distinguished scien- 
tist, Lord Kelvin, was once approached by a 
pompous young would-be scientist who asked 
the great man which one of all his discoy- 
eries he considered to be the most valuable, 
the lord bared his head and replied, “The most 
valuable of the discoveries I have ever made 
was when I discovered my Saviour in Jesus 
Christ.’ Amen and Amen. And may God 
grant that when the summary of this Christ- 


_ mastide is taken it will be found that an in- 


numerable company have made the same dis- 
covery! F 


The Christ-Child is Cold. (279) 

That is a suggestive and instructive tradi- 
tion which tells us that a century after the 
first Christmas, a missionary stood on the 
banks of the Arno, repeating the story of the 
Christ-child. That night a Roman prince re- 
turned to his stone mansion to feast. Sud- 
denly in the dark he heard a tap on the win- 
dow, and beheld a child’s face, a face beautiful 
enough to have been a model for Raphael’s 
cherubs, and lo, a voice like music in the air 
whispered, “The Christ-child is hungry.” Ir- 
ritated, the prince sent his soldiers to drive 
the child away, but from that moment his 
rich viands became tasteless as ashes and sand. 
Once more he looked up, startled by a tap 
upon the window, and beheld the radiant child, 
standing at the window, in the darkness and 
the storm. Then came the voice saying, “The 
Christ-child is cold.” In his selfishness again 
he bade the soldiers drive the child away, and 
told his servants to draw the curtains close. 
In that moment the very fire grew cold, and 
the blazing embers threw off darkness, a chill 
crept to the heart of the selfish prince. 

And then the ice began to melt. Springing 
up, he flung wide the door and plunged into 
the darkness calling for the child. Faster and 
faster fled the vision, until it came to a house, 
where a widow was dead, and a group of little 
orphan children were sobbing in the night. 
Obedient to the Child’s command, the prince 
and his servants took them to his stately house 
and brought other hungry children in, and 
feasted them, and henceforth his table was 
their table, his house their home, his sword 
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their shield, his feet their wings, and in giv) 
happiness to Christ’s children, his heart bi 


came the very citadel of joy and gladness. 


Lost Christmas out of Her Year. (280 
Some years ago in a Southern village, ther 
lived a woman who once lost a Christmas ov 
of her year. During a season of illness 
Christmas day had passed while she was Ei 
lirious and unconscious of its meaning 
Through sorrows and misfortunes her sou 
was embittered, and the secret gnawing of he 
own trouble tortured her heart and made he 
harsh and cross. It was her duty to serve th 
people of her community all day at the deli 
ery window of the village postoffice. On th 
very first day after she was able to be at he 
work again, it suddenly occurred to her: “Wh 
not pretend that this is Christmas day, an 
keep it, though nobody but God and I wi 
know.” 

She opened the window, and as she gav 
out the letters had a cordial word for ever 
one of the neighbors outside—children an 
hard-worked women and feeble old men. The 
went away laughing and surprised, but strange 
ly heartened. When the office was closed, sh 
bethought herself of gifts, and baked some ¢ 
her famous crullers and carried them to fol 
so poor that they never had any crullers, an 
to the old paupers in the almshouse. She as 
tonished each of them, too, with the gift of 
dollar. | 

“T can do with my old cloak another year 
she thought, “and they will feel rich fe 
days!” “In His name,” she said to herself 
she gave each of her poor presents. i 

The little gifts held out for a long tim 
as she carried them from house to house, he 
face growing kinder as she went and her voic 
softer. It seemed to her that never befor 
had there been so many sick and unhappy fol 
in the town. Surely it was right to mak 
them glad that he had come among us—eve 
if it were not Christmas day. : 

She was very tired when she finished he 
day’s work. She thanked him when she kne 
down at night that he had put it in her min 
to keep his day in this secret fashion. | 

But she could not sleep for thinking ¢ 
other poor neighbors to whom she might hay 
given some little comfort or pleasure. | 

“Why not make them happier that he hz 
come tomorrow, as. well as today?” sk 
thought, with a shock of delight in her di: 
covery. | 

And thus it was that she taught them of he 
Master, and led them to be glad every day « 
the year that he had been born into the worl 
to be its Helper. ; 


Christmas Lessons. (283 

Some one tells of seeing a little lame dc 
trying to climb up the curbstone from tt 
street to the pavement. The poor creatus 
could not quite reach the top; he would a 
ways fall back. A hundred people passed t 
and watched the dog, laughed at his effor 
and failures, and went on their way. No or 
offered to help him. Then a working ma 
came by, saw the dog, and pitied him; an 


pane down on his knees beside the curb, 
e lifted the little creature up to the sidewalk, 
nd then went on. That is what Jesus would 
ave done if he hhad been there that day. 
ove is shown quite as unmistakably in the 
ay a man treats a dog as in the spirit he 
hows toward his own fellows. 

It is part of the lesson Christmas teaches 
s to learn infinite patience with the faults of 
thers and in enduring hurts and wrongs. 
ere are trees which when struck and bruised 
eed fragrant balsam. So should it be with 
Ss when others hurt us, smite us with kind- 
ess; if we bleed, we should bleed love, not 
itterness.—Rev. J. R. Miller, D. D. 


Christ’s Beauty Hides Our Sins. (282) 
Seeary Grady, the genial Southern states- 
tan, used to tell of his Christmas visits to 
is mother, and how, looking into his face 
nd smoothing his hair, as she used to in 
ears gone by, she would tell for the hun- 
redth time, what a brightness he had been 
D- her life, and how she thought of him 
rhenever a boy whistled along the street. Oh, 
2 see the Christ home-coming to us as the 
ears hasten. A true child is very jealous for 
te good name of his parents. Do you re- 
1ember the beautiful story of the beautiful 
roman whose father had been branded on the 
orehead for some crime? When the daugh- 
*r had come to great estate and praise she 
tood by her father’s chair among the notables 
nd rested her fair hand on his brow, so that 
o one else could see the scar. Her own 
onor covered his disgrace; her own beauty 
is hideous mark. Thus Christ, the child of 
umanity, covers the sins of humanity. His 
onor’ for our dishonor; his merits for out 
emerits. 

A charming story brightens the dark annals 
f the career of Alexander the Great. Anti- 
ater wrote Alexander a long letter, setting 
orth many fauits in the conduct of Alex- 
nder’s mother. The great conqueror replied: 
Antipater does not know that one tear of a 
other effaces a thousand such letters as 
ese.” It is because Christ is God and the 
on of humanity, that he has ordained that 
ne genuine tear of contrition shall blot out 
il the telltale record that the great adver- 
ary and accuser of souls can make against us. 


: The Best Gift. (283) 

A friend told me that the best gift he re- 
sived last Christmas was a tiny bookmark— 
nly a few irregular stitches of colored 
reads on a bit of cloth. Nobody could ever 
yell out the letters. But he could read it all: 
iY it was the handiwork of his little child, 
id, though his eyes were blinded by his 
ars, the father read, Love, Love, in every 
itch of it. Our best offering to the Christ 
ay in itself be intrinsically of as little value 
y him who possesses all things. But if it be 
ymething our love has wrought—love to him 
lown by our love to another—he will never 
rget it. Let us try to write his name upon 
i lives. Ah, the fabric is coarse and the 
ind unskilled, but he can read it—Dr. James 
. Ludlow. 
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Giving to Christ. (284) 
_The Congregationalist tells the following in- 
cident: “A woman of our acquaintance who 
has been in the habit of spending fifty dollars 
annually for Christmas gifts to about that 
number of friends was moved this year to 
send $25 to help educate a black girl in the 
South, and $25 more to aid a crippled Ar- 
menian orphan. On Christmas morning the 
friends of this woman received a letter from 
her, saying that instead of the customary in- 
dividual gifts, she was sending in their name 
these two distinctly missionary offerings, one 
to the home and one to the foreign field. She 
graciously assumed that in so doing she was 
acting as the agent of such friends. Litas 
safe to say that no one of them failed to 
admire what she did, and several have already 
been led by her example to think more seri- 
ously on the question.” 


If Christ had Not Come? (285) 

What would have been the result if Jesus 
Christ had not come? Who can measure the 
loss? No Christmas message, no Christian 
churches, hospitals or schools; no Christian 
‘books, no missions to save the drunkard and 
sinner, no missionaries to the ignorant and 
degraded in Africa and Asia, no Christian 
preachers, no Christian Endeavor societies, no 
Y. M. C. A. no Sunday-school workers; no 
New Testament, no Christian family prayers or 
prayer-meetings, no inspiration from any 
Christian truths, examples, and ideals. Amer- 
ica and England would be no. farther 
advanced in religion than ancient Rome and 
Greece, Persia and Egypt, no better than 
India, China, Japan, or perchance Africa be- 
fore the first Christian missionary~ entered 
those lands. What restraining power would 
there be to offset the selfishness, cruelty, and 
impurity that show themselves in men and 
nations who know nothing of God as re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ and his gospel? 

Recall the benefits brought to women and 
children and to all mankind by Christ and 
then say if his coming was worth while. Was 
it worth while for you? Are you helping to 
make it known to the world?—Delevan L. 
Pierson. 


The Origin of Gifts. (236) 

When the Three Wise Men rode from the 
East they bore on their saddle-bows three 
caskets filled with gold and frankincense and 
myrrh, to be laid at the feet of the manger- 
cradled babe of Bethlehem. Beginning with 
this old, old journey, the spirit of giving crept 
into the world’s heart. As the Magi came 
bearing gifts, so do we also: gifts that relieve 
want, gifts that are sweet and fragrant with 
friendship, gifts that breathe love, gifts that 
mean service, gifts inspired still by the star 
that shone over the City of David—K. D. 


Wiggin. 


Christmas and Christ’s Spirit. (287) 

Two artists were asked each to name a 
copy of a famous painting. The one made 
mathematical calculation and produced a tech- 
nically correct copy. The other studied the 


painting, entered into the spirit-of the artist, 
and produced not merely an imitation, but a 
picture which glowed with warmth and life. 
We are not, as Christians, simply to copy 
Christ, but rather to become possessed of his 
spirit, and so reproduce his life in our lives. 
At this Christmas season let us aim to be- 
come possessed of the spirit of Christ, and so 
reproduce his life. 


Christmas-Giving and Christmas-Living. 
(288) 
The first Christmas gift was a life; and the 
motive of the gift was love. 
“God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son.” 


Here is the true test and standard of Christ- 
mas giving. This is the keynote of the music 
and every air and variation must be in. tune 
with this, else the harmony is broken. 


The custom of giving or exchanging pres- 
ents on a certain day in the year is very much 
older than Christmas and means very much 
less. It has obtained in almost all ages of 
the world, and among many different nations. 
It is a fine thing or a foolish thing, as the 
case may be; an encouragement to friendli- 
ness or a tribute to fashion; an expression of 
good nature or a bid for favor; an outlet of 
generosity or a disguise of greed; a cheerful 
old custom or a futile old farce, according to 
the spirit which animates it and the form 
which it takes. 

But when this ancient, almost universal and 
variously interpreted, tradition of a day of 
gifts was transferred to the Christmas season, 
it was brought into vital contact with an idea 
which must transform it and with an example 
which must lift it up to a higher plane. The 
example is the life of Jesus. The idea is un- 
selfish interest in the joy of others. 

The great gift of Jesus to the world was 
himself.—Henry Van Dyke. 


Be Born in Us Today. 


(289) 
Eph. 3:14-21. 
A Salvation Army lassie, a_ successful 


worker in the slums, a girl whose only book 
was the Bible, and who was sadly ignorant 
of the things that go to make people “cul- 
tured,’ was asked on one occasion what was 
the secret of her success. Her eyes sparkled 
as she answered: “O, it’s love; it’s love in the 
heart. You let it come out, and they feel it.” 
Christ was continually re-born in her. 


Today, tomorrow, every day, Christ must 
be born in us; that is to say, his Spirit must 
inspire us and shed the love of God abroad 
in our hearts. 


Every day will be Christmas for us if 
Christ appears in some deed of kindness, and 
once more the angels will sing, “Glory to 
God.” We may take him to our heart, praise 
him, worship him, follow him, and so give 
him to the world of needy men clothed in 
our acts. What greater reward is possible 
than to have friends see Christ in us? This 
alone has the power of winning souls to serve 
him.—Rev. R. P. Anderson. 


No Room Today. (290 
“And he sent them to Bethlehem.” O 
Christmas Eve the successor of Herod, bt 
nobler far than he, His Excéllency the Pash 
of Jerusalem, called a company of faithf 
soldiers and sent them to Bethlehem, not o 
a mission of murder, nor with cny evil me 
tive (Matt. 2:8-16), but to escort from ee 
lem to Bethlehem and back the patriarch, th 
official head of the worshipers of the “Youn 
Child,’ and also to watch the crowded roa 
as well as the city itself, in the interest c 
peace and public comfort. We arrived ahea 
of the patriarch, but the crowd was alread 
so great that there was literally “no roor 
for us in the inn” (Luke 2:7), nor in the cor 
vents. We summoned a private friend, wh 
took us up into a furnished upper-room in hi 
own house.—A Palestine Missionary, 1910. — 


Earnest Seekers—Glad Finders. 
Matt2:2: 

Earnest seekers always become glad finder 
The star-led seekers found the King. The 
found him in a strange place for a King, bt 
they didn’t, care for the manger so long a 
they saw the King. Persistently and faithful] 
they had followed the light that came, an 
it led them straight to Jesus. Every ligh 
of heaven and earth leads to Jesus, for - 
starts from him. They that follow the ligk 
that comes will find him without fail. The 
who knock are sure of finding an openin 
door. These seekers sought a king. Jus 
what their thought was it is not possible fe 
us to know. It was certainly very differer 
from the Herod and the Jerusalem though 
No. self-seeking ambitions hindered the: 
search. When they found, their joy knew n 
bounds. They paid the reverent homage c 
their hearts, and poured out the wealth c 
their treasures. Such seekers always fine 
The unselfish seeker for light and for Jesu 
always finds it and him,—it in him. He find 
far more than he had expected. And the fin) 
brings a joy that gets even deeper, and Pi 
bubbles over into all his life, and out of | 
to others. | 
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Our Stars in the East. (292 
There are many things which becom 
“stars in the East” to lead us to Christ. | 
1. The star of science, the knowledge ¢ 
God’s work. | 
2. The star of yearning for more ligh? 
Goethe’s dying cry, “More light,” is the er 
of the soul. | 
3. The need of forgiveness and reconciliz 
tion to God. ; 
4. The need of help in trouble. 
5. The hunger of the heart for love. 
6. The star of experience of what God ha 


already done for us. ; | 


7. The star of hope—for the redemption c 
the world —F. N. P. 


Too Much Christmas. (293 

Dr. F. E. Clark in the Christian Endeavc 
World recalls “an amusing Christmas stor 
which describes the pitiable plight of the poc 
‘boy whose wish for ‘Christmas every day i 
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benevolent fairies and who was deluged with 
Toast goose and plum -pudding, skates and 
‘games, and toys and Christmas trees, day 
after day until he fairly hated the sight of 
‘them, loathed the dinner-table, and prayed the 
‘good fairies to restore the old order of things, 
and give him Christmas but one a year.” Re- 
e€iving, whether from God or man, unaccom- 
panied by giving, cloys and loses its power. 
“Glory to God in the highest,” must ever ac- 
company his “peace, good will to man.” 
‘Selfishness cloys, receiving alone brings weari- 
ness, but the spirit of giving never cloys. It 
is like the heavenly song-bird described by 
‘Trench in his poem of the “Monk and the 
Bird.” The monk feared that the joys of 
heaven might bring weariness in eternity, as 
here “the sweetest things soon cloy,”’ but 
while he listened to the heavenly song, three 
generations seemed but an hour, and left only 
one dread. 


“Lest an eternity should not suffice 
F To take the measure, and the breadth 
and height 
Of what there is reserved in Paradise— 
Its ever-new delight.” 


re _Have Seen a Great Light. (294) 
“The people that walked in darkness have 
Seen a great’ light.” Isa. 9:2. 


Aristotle, in one or his works, fancies the 
feelings of one who, having lived in the 
‘darkness all his life, should for the first 
‘time behold the rising sun. He might have 
*some idea of the world from the light of can- 
‘dies, or of the stars, but when the sun rose, 
what new glories would burst on his vision! 
The dangers, too, would be shown in clearer 
dight, as well as the safe roads. 


God’s Love in the Gift of His Son. 
(295) 

“In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because he sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through 
mm.’ 1 John 4:1. 

“God sent his only begotten Son.” John 
5:9. God the Father and God the Son were 
‘one in their love for a lost world. God loved 
‘and gave. An evangelist, preaching in the 
outskirts ‘of London. saw a ruffian coming 
toward him with a club in his hand. He of- 
fered a quick prayer for help, stopped in the 
‘middle of the remark he was making, and re- 
‘peated John 3:16. The man stopped. Again 
the evangelist repeated the key-verse of the 
Bible. The man dropped his club and turned 
away. The next day he called at the home 
of the evangelist, but the servant quietly in- 
formed the preacher that she had heard the 
ruffiian declare he would kill him, and advised 
him not to see the man. “Show him up,” was 
the evangelist’s answer. When the man came 
into the room the preacher put out his hand. 
‘The man said, “If you knew who I was, you 
would not offer to shake hands with me. I 
came to the meeting yesterday intending to 
kill you, but when you said, God so loved me 


me 


the year’ was literally granted by the too 


\ 
~ 


that he gave his only Son to die for me, it 
broke my heart. I’ve got two little boys. I 
have been guilty of every crime, but I love 
my boys. I would not give one of my boys 
for the best friend I’ve got; and when you 
said God so loved me that he gave his only 
Son it broke my heart.” In a few moments 
the man was on his knees, and God heard his 
prayer and saved him. : 


Seeking the King. (296) 

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea in the days of Herod the King, be- 
hold there came wise men from the East to 
Jerusalem, saying, Where is he,’ etc. Matt. 
PI WAP) : 

I. Observe the spirit of the seeker, as il- 
lustrated in the conduct of the wise men. 1. 
The spirit of wisdom.. The highest wisdom is 
to. appreciate what is best and most precious, 
and to seek it. Herod sought a crown; the 
people of Jerusalem sought riches and pleas- 
ure; the scribes sought a-verbal knowledge of 
the law, but missed its deeper meaning. These 
men sought the King. They were the mer- 
chantmen seeking goodly pearls, yea, the 
goodliest of all pearls. Were they not wise? 
2. The spirit of faith Many men saw the 
stars, but only these men saw His Star. Theirs 
was the faith which in its essence is spiritual 
insight; for faith is that faculty by which 
the soul sees the things of God. To see God 
in the multitudinous things of the world; to 
hear God’s voice in the din of earth’s noises; 
to seek God amid the calls of pleasure and in 
the doubtings of the human heart—all this 
was the work of faith. 3. The spirit of en- 
deavor. They journeyed more than a thou- 
sand miles over a wild country, crossing des- 
erts, fording rivers, climbing mountains, es- 
caping robbers. What persistent determina- 
tion they must have possessed! Nor were 
they discouraged when, after reaching Judea, 
they found its people careless of their great 
errand. He who would find the King must 
endure hardness in his search. 4. The spirit 
of self-sacrifice. They left all that they might 
find Christ, and when they found him they 
gave him all of their treasures. He that seeks 
Christ must be prepared to consecrate not 
only his gifts, but also himself. 

II. Next, the reward of a seeker, as found 
by these men. 1. Guidance. God led them, 
and he leads every sincere seeker. They were 
guided by a star; we have the clearer light 
of the word. 2. Success. They found the 
King whom they sought. Men who aim for 
lower rewards often fail. They who seek the 
highest will surely succeed. 3. Gladness. 
They rejoiced when they saw the star; they 
were supremely happy when they found the 
King. There is no happiness so unalloyed, 
so abundant, so enduring as that of the soul 
which has found Christ. 4. Safety. They 
were in many dangers through their journey, 
but God kept them. They were in their great- 
est danger at its close, but God gave them 
protection. That soul is safe which is busy 
on errands for the Great King—J. L. Hurl- 
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Prayer Meeting Topics i 


Subjects for 1911 Prayer Meetings. 

Comment on the following subjects for 1911 
prayer meetings will appear in The Expositor 
each month. It will be in the form of quota- 
tions from famous expositors. 

The advantage in using these topics is that 
the subjects are from “The Master Man,” a 
life of Christ in the words of the Synoptic 
Gospels. These we furnish at $3.00 per 100; 
given to your members will give them the Bi- 
ble reading habit. A card with the quarter’s 
subjects will be furnished with each book 
when requested. The book is suitable for the 
vest pocket. It contains material for a year’s 
prayer meeting studies. 


“THE MASTER MAN.” 


The life of Christ in the words of the four 
Gospels. It is so divided that it makes excel- 
lent mid-week prayer service subjects. Scrip- 
ture for the subjects will be found in the book. 


December. 
49. The Resurrection—The Empty Tomb. 
Mir ken) OS GomO= lien ry eave 59 
50. The Resurrection—They Have Taken 
Away My Lord. Jno. 20:11-18.... 60 
51. The Resurrection—The Walk to Emmaus. 
IBY hg Sua is eo cn oy 5 6 MRR 61 
62. The Resurrection—Proof to Believers. 
Tek eae 430243) 2 hee ee ce ene eee 63 
53. The Resurrection—Proof to Doubters. 
A 1 Ove sO SZASZO wire cng ee ee 63 

THE RESURRECTION—THE EMPTY 
TOMB. 
Mark 16:1-7. 


Homiletic Hints. 

The Deserted Sepulchre. I. What they did 
—(1) When they came; (2) The purpose for 
which they came. 

II. What they said—(1) This question was 
natural; (2) The event showed that it was 
needless. 

III. What they beheld—“They saw a young 
man,” etc. (1) His designation; (2) The posi- 
tion he occupied; (3) The raiment he wore. 

IV. What they heard—(1) The tidings an- 
nounced; (2) The command they received. 

V. What they felt—(1) They trembled; (2) 
They were amazed; (3) The effect which their 
terror and astonishment produced. There was 
speed on one hand and silence on the other, 

Suggestive Questions. 

Who was first at the tomb? 

What caused anxiety among the women? 

What had happened? 

What did the women learn from the angel? 

Why was the command to tell his disciples, 
and Peter, given? 

E Thoughts on the Theme. 

History.—Nothing in human history is bet- 


ter authenticated than the laden cross, the 


empty tomb. If we can believe the one we 
can not deny the other. “One Jesus who was 
dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.” The 
uproar in Jerusalem testified to the death of 
the Christ; the testimony of suffering men and 
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women, the sacrifice of all things dear t 
human hearts, “for the excellency of th 
knowledge of Christ Jesus,” left nothing to b 
desired in the way of testimony to his resut 
rection. : 2 

A Thought for Critics.—One of the founda 
tion stones of the Christian church is th 
empty grave. The body was gone. Where 
Did his enemies know? If they did they coul 
easily have shattered the resurrection stor 
and made a laughing stock of these disciple 
as dreamers. ; 

When Peter and John, after Pentecost, ha 
healed the lame man and were put in priso 
for it, were brought before the council the 
said, “Be it known unto you that Jesus whor 
ye crucified, whom God hath raised from th 
dead, he hath made this man whole.” Wh 
didn’t these Sadducees put these preachers t 
confusion by pointing to a sealed and unoccr 
pied grave. They couldn’t. “He is not here. 
—MacMullen. | 

Empty Tomb.—To the door of past sins an 
sorrows with all their horrors of blackness, 0 
this fair Easter morning, comes God’s Ange 
of Mercy, saying in accents tender to wome 
who sit silently weeping, “Daughters of Eartk 
Arise. the tomb of thy griefs is empty. Hence 
forth no grave clothes can bind thy soul in th 
terrors of death. He is not here but is riser 
Rise, give him gracious welcome, so shall th 
joy be full.” | 

Illustrations. | 

God Lives.—Frederick Douglass was at on 
time addressing an audience and recounted a. 
the things which had happened as a deathbloy 
to his hopes for his people. After the meetin: 
was over one of the old colored mammies saic 
“Ts God dead, Frederick?” 

Many a man like the disciples has given u 
under apparent defeat, only to be thrilled late 
by the message, “He goeth before you.” Go 
had brought victory out of man’s utter defea) 

Love for Her Dead.—The procession tha 
had come flower-laden on Decoration Da' 
were about to leave the cemetery. At the gat 
a child was found crying bitterly. “What? 
the matter, little girl?” one asked. “You pu 
no flowers on my papa’s grave.” And thoug 
he wasn’t a soldier, not even one who ha 
commanded the respect of men, yet the father’ 
grave was covered with flowers because of th 
faithful, loving remembrance of his child. 


THE RESURRECTION — THEY HAV] 
TAKEN AWAY MY LORD. 
John 20:11-18. 
Homiletic Hints. 

Seeking the Lord. I. We should seek 
living Christ, not one dead and far away. 

II. If we seek earnestly, like Mary, w 
shall find the living Saviour. 

III. We shall know him when he speak 
to us. 

IV. We shall carry his message to others. 

Suggestive Questions. 

_ What tidings did Mary Magdalene bring t 
Peter and John? = | 


ae : z 4 <4 
Rye 


_ What did Mary discover after they had gone 
1ome? 
How did 
Mary? 

~ What did Mary’s “Rabboni!” mean? 

~ On what errand did Jesus send her? 
pS Thoughts on the Theme. 

_ With Those Who Love Him.—Knowing the 
tetreat of Peter and John, Mary ran thither 
and told them her discovery and her surmise. 
They hurried to the sepulchre. It was indeed 
empty. Peter with characteristic impetuosity 
leaped down and examined the grave. John 
descended and the wondrous truth dawned 
upon him. The two disciples returned home, 
leaving Mary weeping by the entrance. Pres- 
ently she peered into the grave. Two angels 
were there. “Woman,” they said, “Why art 
thou weeping?” “They have taken away my 
Lord,” she sobbed, “and I know not where 
they have laid him.” Did some look or ges- 
ture of the angels apprise her that one had en- 
tered behind her? She looked around and 
beheld one standing there but she did not 
recognize him, supposing it was the gardener. 
“Mary!” he said, and that was enough. “Rab- 
boni!”’ she cried. “Love,” says St. Bernard, 
“knows no reverence,” and flinging herself at 
his feet, she would have embraced them and 
covered them with kisses, for she thought their 
former intercourse would straightway be re- 
sumed. “Cling not to me,” he said, “for I 
have not yet ascended unto the Father; but go 
unto the brethren and tell them.”—David 
Smith. 

God Lives and Reigns.—When the news was 
received in New York City of the assassina- 
tion of Abraham Lincoln, men were frantic 
with despair, but James A. Garfield quieted the 
tumult by saying, “God reigns; and the gov- 
ernment at Washington still lives.” 

“They Have Taken My Lord Away.” 
To his empty tomb the woman 
Steals forth at the dawn of day, 
And the cry is wrung from her breaking heart, 

“They have taken my Lord away.” 

In sorrow she turns, but—“Mary”’— 
- Uplifting her drooping head, 
At the spoken word of her living Lord 

She knows that Death is dead. 


Jesus make himself known to 


= 
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In the dawn of faith I seek him 

*Mid the learned of earth, but they, 
With subtle logic and sophist’s guile 

Have taken my Lord away. 

Then, stooping to lift a brother 

O’erburdened with toil and strife, 

In the glowing morn of hope newborn 

I walk with the Lord of Life. 

—Lawrence W. Neff. 
Illustrations. 

Christianity the Crown of Woman.—In lands 
and ages without the gospel she is treated as 
A nuisance. In Egypt she was doomed to the 
labors of the field, denied music, and could not 
wear shoes. In Greenland, while the men hunt 
and lounge, the women build the houses, tan 
the skins of animals, and row the boat, save 
when a storm comes up and the men take the 
pars to save themselves. Then if a gun misses 
fire it is charged to a sorceress and a woman 


must be slain. In China daughters are thrown 
into the stream to die, and women hitched to 
the plow and driven like oxen across the field. 
Among the Kafirs the price of a wife is an ox 
or two cows. At the East today if a man 
finds it necessary to speak of his wife or 
daughter he always begins with an apology.— 
Talmage. 

Christ’s Eye Is Upon Us.—A Highland chief 
of the noble house of Macgregor fell wounded 
by two balls at the battle of Preston Pass. 
Seeing their chief fall, the clan wavered and 
gave the enemy advantage. The old chieftain, 
beholding the effect of the disaster, raised him- 
self up on his elbow, while the blood gushed 
in streams from his wounds, and cried aloud, 
“T am not dead, my children. I am looking at 
you to see you do your duty.” This rallied 
their sinking courage. 

Seeing Christ Today.—Not long ago there 
was a researcher of art in Italy who, reading 
in some book that there was a portrait of 
Dante painted by Giotto, was led to suspect 
that he had found where it had been placed. 
There was an apartment used as an outhouse 
for the storage of wood, hay, and the like. He 
obtained permission to enter it, cleared out 
the rubbish, experimented upon the white- 
washed wall, and detected signs of the wished- 
for portrait. He tried on till the stern face of 
the Tuscan poet stood out in bold relief. So 
should we seek Christ. 


THE RESURRECTION—THE WALK TO 
EMMAUS. 
Luke 24:13-35. 
Homiletic Hints. 

The Walk With Disciples. I. When they 
are troubled or need him he draws near. 

Il. If our conversation be such that he can, 
he loves to reveal God’s thoughts and plans 
to us. 

III. Our hearts burn as we apprehend his 
truth and we get a clearer realization of what 
he is himself. 

IV. Closer fellowship and communion fol- 
low and we “constrain him to abide with us.” 
Suggestive Questions. 

Who were these two men? : 

What were they discussing by the way? 

How did Jesus join their conversation? 

What light did he throw on their difficulties? 

Through what means did they recognize 
him? 

Thoughts on the Theme. 

Present When We Talk of Him.—While 
Cleopas and his friend journeyed toward Em- 
maus, discussing recent events in Jerusalem, 
so dear to their hearts, Jesus himself drew 
near and took part in the conversation. Cit- 
ing prophecy, he opens their minds to the 
truth of the resurrection. Charmed with the 
power of interpretation possessed by this gra- 
cious stranger, they constrain him when they 
reach their destination to abide with them. 
Then in the breaking of bread he is revealed. 
When we talk of him by the way there coines 
a clearer vision of his truth. When we con- 
strain him to abide with us, fellowship and 
communion follow, manifested’ to our con- 
sciousness in a real sense of his personal pres- 
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ence with us, as he breaks the bread of life 


with us through his spirit in the word day by 
day. 

The Universal Christ—The Lord Christ 
comes out of the grave in which he lay for 
every man, and brings to each man’s door, in 
a dialect intelligible to the man himself, the 
satisfaction of the single soul’s aspirations and 
ideals, as well as of the national desires. His 
gifts and greetings are universal, meant for us 
all and adapted for us each.—Maclaren. 

He Lives Where Men Love Him—rThe 
world cannot bury Christ. The earth is not 
deep enough for his tomb, the clouds are not 
wide enough for his winding-sheet; he ascends 
into the heavens, but the heavens cannot con- 
tain him. “He still lives—in the church which 
burns unconsumed with his love; in the truth 
that reflects his image; in the hearts which 
burn as he talks with them by the way.—Ed- 
ward Thomson. 

Illustrations. 

Christian Fellowship.—As bells answer bells 
and strike with sweet collision in the air, so 
heart answers heart and joy answers joy as we 
sacredly commune together. 

The Christian: Czar Alexander I. said he 
could understand a Christian in five minutes; 
whether monarch or peasant his heart was 
with him and he could profit from his experi- 
ence—Miss Henderson. 

Security of the Word.—A traveler was over- 
taken by a storm at nightfall in the Kentucky 
mountains. He asked for shelter at a cabin 
by the roadside. There were two men, very 
rough and to his fancy sinister looking. After 
he retired he heard them talking in low tones, 
and nervously wondered if they were going to 
rob him. Stealing softly to the head of the 
ladder which led to the loft where he lay, he 
listened. Then he heard the words of God’s 
book, and the old man’s voice in prayer. He 
smiled at his fears and went back to sleep in 
peace and safety till daylight. 

Purity Where Christ Dwells—Two men 
were walking down street when they were 
joined by a third. After the usual greetings, 
one of them said, “A was just telling me a 
good story; I’m going to ask him to finish it.” 
“Tll do that later,” replied his companion. 
“B never talks about those things.” His pres- 
ence brought a rebuke and a change to purer 
thought. 


THE RESURRECTION—PROOF TO 
BELIEVERS. 
Luke 24:36-43. 

‘ ; Homiletic Hints. 

The King of Peace among His Troubled 
Subjects—How faith in the Saviour gives 
peace amidst. 

ze Ns eas of unbelief. 

3 e disquietudes of the conscience. 

III. The sorrows of life. ee 

IV. The fear for the future. 

V. The prospect of death. 

__ Suggestive Questions. 

Why did the disciples think Jesus was a 
spirit? 

What was the effect of his appearance 
among them? ’ 


What evidences did Jesus use to prove his 
reality? 2|| 
Why was the expression “flesh and bones” 
used? | 
Was there any change in his intercourse with 
them? 


Thoughts on the Theme. 

Son of God and Saviour.—Though the death 
of Jesus had shaken their belief in his Mes-. 
siahship, the disciples had by no means lost 
their faith in him as one sent from God. ‘The: 
intellectual difficulty springing from the shat- 
tering of an erroneous dogma seems to them: 
to have wrecked their faith, but to Jesus him-. 
self their hearts still cling. How often this is: 
true in modern times. Suffering and death 
were a necessity of his mission. They counted 
success, not defeat and death, the evidence of: 
Messiahship. Only when they were convinced 
that he had actually died and risen again, could’ 
they believe that this was part of the career of! 
the Messiah.—Burton and Matthews. 

Christ More to Us Than Disciples.—As proof’ 
of Messiahship, as the pattern 2nd prophecy of! 
immortality, and as the symbol of the better) 
life which is accessible for us, here and now) 
—the Resurrection of Jesus Christ stands for! 
us even more truly than for the thankful men: 
who looked upon him in the upper chamber, 
as the source of peace and of joy.—Maclaren. 

The Apostles Graduated—With the scatter-. 
ing of the Eleven in Gethsemane on the night 
of Christ’s betrayal, the apostolic college was: 
temporarily broken up. They continued, in-: 
deed, still to meet together as individual 
disciples, but the bond of the Apostolate was: 
for the moment dissolved. The Apostolic cir-} 
cle was to be reformed, their commission re-- 
newed and enlarged in Galilee, not by its lake: 
where seven only seem to have been present, 
but on. the mountain where he had directed’ 
them to meet him. There he would call them: 
again, give fullest directions and bestow new) 
and amplest powers. His appearances in Je-- 
rusalem were intended to prepare them for 
this.—Edersheim. | 

Illustrations. | 

The Resurrection a Pardon for Sinners.— 
When the Jewish rulers who had sworn away) 
the life of Jesus heard first of his resurrection 
they said to the witnesses, “Ye intend to bring 
this man’s blood upon us.” The resurrection 
of Jesus to them had no other meaning than) 
vengeance. They reasoned, “If he whom we: 
slew is exalted, woe unto us.” But to these: 
very men the apostles preached pardon. They; 
proclaimed that Jesus is exalted for the pur-. 
pose of showing mercy to his murderers. Wa-. 
ter is exalted into the heavens in order that 
it may give rain upon the earth—it is exalted 
to give. Now that Christ is exalted and his: 
enemies are in his power, instead of taking 
vengeance _he .gives remission of sins.—Jennie 
M. Bingham. | 

The Proof of Immortality—The resurrec- 
tion of Jesus is the proof of immortal life be- 
yond the grave; that death does not end all, 
but the soul lives after the body dies. © | 

“A fox came upon a cave, into which he saw 
many foxes had entered, the sand being full 
of footprints. He was about to pass in when 
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his cunning eye detected that all the footprints 
pointed one way. All were turned inwards, 
and there were none leading out of the cave. 
We have come to a great cave—the grave— 
and its entrance is marked by many footprints. 
All lead in and none out. But Christ has set 
his feet the other way; and now, if we go into 
this cave, we shall follow him out again.”— 
London Sunday School Chronicle. 


THE RESURRECTION—PROOF FOR A 
DOUBTER. 


John 20:24-29. 
Se Homiletic Hints. 
— Proof for Doubters. I. Mary Magdalene’s 
Doubt. “They have taken away’—Jesus ap- 
pears and speaks. 

II. Peter and John’s Doubt—Empty Tomb 
—grave clothes—appearance in the upper room. 
Ill. Thomas’ Doubts—met by challenge of 
Jesus. 

IV. The Beatitude for Believers. 

Suggestive Questions. 

What other knowledge have we of Thomas? 
How did Jesus deal with a doubter? 

_ Did Thomas still insist on evidence? j 
- What was the object in the writing of the 
gospel of John? 

- Why was the Beatitude of Faith given at 
this time? 

Proof of Resurrection.—Once more—and it 
is again specially marked: “the doors being 
shut” the Risen Saviour appeared in the midst 
of the disciples with the well-known saluta- 
tion. He now offered to Thomas the demand- 
ed evidence; but it was no longer either needed 
or sought. With a full rush of feeling he 
yielded himself to the blessed conviction, 
which, once formed, must have immediately 
passed into act of adoration: “My Lord and 
my God!” The fullest confession made, which 
truly embraced the whole outcome of the new 
conviction concerning the reality of Christ’s 
resurrection._—Idersheim. — 

Every Man Should Know.—No fact in the 
history of the world stands on such firm evi- 
dence as the resurrection of Jesus Christ. No 
uze of the world ever needed to believe it 
more than this one does. It becomes us all 
(0 grasp it for ourselves with an iron tenacity 
of hold, and to echo, in the face of the mate- 
‘ialism and know-nothing philosophy of this 
day, the old ringing confession, “Now is Christ 
‘isen from the dead!”—Maclaren. 


Trust. 


“Tt is strange we trust each other 
And only doubt our Lord. 

We take the word of mortals, 
And yet distrust his word; 

But oh, what a light and glory 
Would shine o’er all our days, 

If we always would remember 
God means just what he says.” 


Doubt in the Schools.—‘I have studied at 
3arcelona, at Salamanca, at Alcala, at Paris; 
vhat have I learned? The language of doubt; 
ut in me there was no harbor for doubt. Je- 
us came, and my trust in God has grown by 
he doubts of men.’—Ignatius Loyola. 


KING DAVID’S PSALMS—P. 

Lately I read about Palestine, and as I turned 
the pages referring to the past, it seemed as 
though I were there treading in the midst of 
waste and ruin. For it appeared to me, despite 
its occasional flowers and olives, as a dead land. 

And yet, despite the deep fall from its ancient 
beauty and majesty, I could not fail to feel that 
it once ‘had been the home of a mighty, triumph- 
ant people, and gradually I even seemed to see 
their kings walking the highways, while a joyous 
mob welcomed. And again I looked at a de- 
feated. monarch, as he slunk away to hide his 
shame. 

And then it came to me that it was above all, 
“The Land of the Psalms,” the land where David 
watched his flock, met the call of kingship, and 
bore the burden of crushing sins. 

And as I read again, and again, the old- 
fashioned phrases lost their quaintness, and took 
on a living meaning. A mganing not ancient nor 
modern, but perpetual and unchanging as the stars 
o’erhead. Not a narrow, cramped, stinted view 
of a peculiar folk, but one broad, complex and 
enduring as humanity itself. For I saw there, 
laid bare to every gaze, the eternal “Heart of 
Man.” I saw that the suffering and joy pic- 
tured of that one man were the sorrow and glad- 
ness of all. 

I read on and heard the groans of a man who 
stretched imploring hands to the stony heavens in 
the agony of prayers seemingly unanswered. I 
saw him writhe on the rack of disease, and weep 
the nights away in misery. And the memory of 
his grief did not fade out, for from other hearts 
it yet resounded. 

I saw that man a father. I saw his own flesh 
and blood turn against him, and, through the in- 
terlacing branches of heavy forests, seek his life. 
IT saw the broken-hearted father wailing at the 
bier, while caressing the pale face of his beloved 
—all forgotten but the loss. And about me seemed 
to echo the heart sobs of those, whose children, 
worse than his, did plot not at life but honor, 
more than life. 

I saw that man in fear and trembling strive to 
solve the righteousness of God’s doings. Saw 


him watch in anger, craft, and trickery, which 


flourished because no avenging hands stayed their 
growing power. I heard him doubt the worth of 
friendship, when the friend, aye, “the familiar 
friend who had broken bread with him, turned 
his hee] against him.” And I saw that man falter 
and cringe, and abase himself for the sake of 
passion and lust. And this same man in all his 
despair and cowardice seemed but to typify us all. 

I saw that man gripped by remorse, saw him | 
when the false pleasure brought its price of woe, 
and devouring fire of self-accusation blazed 
unchecked within him. I saw him prostrate in 
the dust, abased and humbled, while the sharpest 
goads stung him with the acutest of pangs. And 
know we not the same? : 

Also I saw him dance and smile, and I heard 
him laugh on bracing hills under a blue sky. I 
saw that man go forth sturdily to his heavy tasks, 
with no thought of his life’s brevity, and cheerily 
praise his Maker, because he deemed life good 
even as do we. 

This rugged shepherd and splendid king, though 
living milleniums ago, in all he did and felt and 
suffered, but revealed our hearts, for his heart 
was “The Heart of a Man.” 
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Thou Shalt Gall His Name Jesus: 


Christmas sermon 


REY. G. CAMPBELL MORGAN, LONDON, ENGLAND. 


etext: “And thou shalt call his name Jesus; 
or he shall save his people from their sins.” 
Watt. 1:21. 

_ The Hebrews meant far more by their names 
han we do. 

_ They were often wrong in their naming of 
he children. The first name, Cain, was wrong. 


Zve named her first-born Cain, “acquired.” She 
roped that the promised seed had come. She 
was doomed to disappointment. The second 


lame was a mistake. 
Abel, “vanity.” 
When Mary’s child was born, Joseph named 
tim Jesus in accordance with the instruction 
4% the angel. That angel was the messenger of 
yeaven’s thought and of God’s will. The name 
»xpressed heaven’s confidence in the Child new- 
yorn. LEarth’s salvation will come when earth 
shares heaven’s faith in Jesus. 


She called her next boy 


I. The story of the giving of this name is 


yne of supreme interest. 

Let us first remember the humanness of the 
dame. It was a.very common name. Many a 
oy living in Judea in the days when the Babe 
was born was called Jesus. It had long been 
2 popular name in Hebrew families, for Jesus 
s but the Greek form of the Hebrew Joshua. 
There was nothing, therefore, startling in the 
vame. When the neighbors heard that Mary 
iad called the new-born boy Jesus, they did not 
isk what she meant, for there were other boys 
hat bore the name. Thus God chose a name 
yerfectly familiar, which set the new-born child 
imong the children of men, rather than separated 
4im from them. 

How came it that this name was so familiar? 
What were its associations in Old Testament 
listory ? 

The name had been borne by two men stand- 
ng out prominently on the pages of that his- 
ory, the first a leader and the second a priest. 

The first man to bear the name was the great 
eader who succeeded to the leadership of the 
yeople after the passing of Moses, a man to 
vhom there was committed the stern campaign 
lecessary to the establishment of the people in 
he land. He was born in slavery in Egypt, lived 
here for about forty years, and then followed 
loses in the exodus; spent the next forty years 
n the wilderness, passing through all its ex- 
rience; and finally he led the people into 
ossession of the land. 

The second man conspicuous in the history 
o bear the name of a priest who, in the days 
yhen a remnant returned from captivity, led 
he people in the re-establishment of the worship 
£ God. 


Let us now examine this matter a little more 


closely, for the name itself has a history. 

After the exodus, and a year’s sojourn under 
Mount Sinai, men were sent to spy out the new 
land. They were princes of the tribes. Among 
them went a prince of the tribe of Ephraim, 
bearing the name of Hoshea, which means “sal- 
vation.” : 

When the spies returned, this man was the 
spokesman of the minority, declaring that Je- 
hovah was able to bring his people into posses- 
sion of the land, in spite of all the difficulties. 
Because of that word spoken, Moses, with in- 
sight and foresight recognizing the force that 
this man would be in national life, changed his 
name. . . 

As we have said, Hoshea means “salvation;” 
but this man had no thought that he could bring 
salvation to his people. He declared that de- 
liverance would be the result of the activity of - 
Jehovah. Moses therefore made for him a new 
name. Weaving together Jehovah and Hoshea, 
he called him Joshua, which signifies “Jehovah 
saves,’ or “Jehovah will save,” or the “salva- 
tion of Jehovah.” 

The high priest of the later day who bore 
the name by his action entered into a measure 
of its significance, as he stood, representing the 
people, clothed in filthy garments, and ultimately 
was crowned. All that was prophetic and sym- 
bolic, he himself failing to bear away the iniquity 
of his people, or to lead them to fulfillment 
of the purpose of their existence. 

The centuries passed, an-dthe high and noble 
thought of the name was never realized in the 
life of any who bore it. 

Then there was a hush in the outer court of 
an inn, and the little Child entered the world; 
and the world was quite careless about its com- 
ing, but heaven was not. Stars were shining; 
angels were singing; wise men were feeling the 
touch of the larger life, and journeyed toward 
the manger. 

Who is the Child? 

“Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for it is he 
that shall save his people from their sins.” 

Thus God took hold of a common name, of a 
great historic name, of a name full of profound 
significance, and gave it to the new child as 
indicative both of his nature and of his mission. 

II. That name has appealed to every genera- 
tion and to all classes of men because it is a 
great name. It is the name of the boy who plays 
with his fellows, that touches us with a sense 
of kinship. It is the name of God linked with 
the word in which lies all the music of the 
evangel of redemption, that overawes us with 
the sense of majesty. 

The reason for giving this child this name 
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is brought clearly out by a slight change in the 
Revised Version, which is a great gain, that, 
namely, of the introduction of the word “He” 
in the declaration, “It is He that shall save His 
people.” 

The presence of that word suggests a contrast. 
The writer of the letter to the Hebrews says 
of the leader of the past, “If Joshua had given 
them rest, he would not have spoken afterward 
of another day.” Joshua, the high priest in the 
days of the restoration, was unable as we have 
said, to deliver his people from sin. Joshua the 
leader failed; Joshua the priest failed. The 
leader failed to lead the people into rest be- 
cause he was unable to deal with their sin. 
Joshua the priest failed to realize the purpose 
of God because he could not carry the people’s 
sin. 

The angel’s message to Joseph puts this new 
child into contrast with these men of the by- 
gone days. “It is He that shall save His people 
from their sins,” and thus, by saving them, shall 
lead them into rest, and enable them to fulfill 
their true purpose in the economy of God. 

III. It is His people whom He saves from their 
sins. But who are His people? All such as 
hearing His call obey; and, trusting Him as 
Saviour, follow Him as Lord. 

When this name was given to the child by 
the angel messenger, it was, so far as man was 
concerned, a prophecy, and, so far as God was 
concerned, an affirmation. 

There is a sense in which he did not finally 
receive that name until he passed back again 
beyond the pathway of pain into the place of 
power. Then “God highly exalted Him, and 
gave Him the name which is above every name, 
ae at the name of Jesus every knee should 

ow.” 


rom 


Thus the angel uttered the name as expressive 
of heaven’s confidence, a prophecy of hope to 
men; and the babe received it, carried it through 
the simplicity of childhood, bore it triumphantly 
through the temptations of youth, and, in the 
exercise of the ministry of manhood, bore it in 
the dark hour of the cross, and at last 


“Bore it up triumphant, 
With its human light, 
Through all ranks of creatures 
To the central height.” 


IV. There, at the center of the universe of 
God, is the one who bore the name; and he is 
our Joshua, the Priest who, putting away sin, 
enables us to come to fulfillment of the purpose 
of our life—our leader, who brings us not only 
into the land, but into perfect and abiding rest. 

And thus the name abides full of all music. 
Modify it by whatever translation you will, it 
is impossible to destroy that music. 


“Jesus, the name high over all 
In hell or earth or sky; 

Angels and men before it fall, 
And devils fear and fly.” 


That is the tone of his triumphant march to 
the perfecting of salvation, and therefore it has 
another tone— 


“Jesus, name of sweetness, 
Jesus, sound of love; 

Cheering exiles onward 
To their home above. 


“Jesus, O, the magic 
Of the soft love sound! 
How it thrills and trembles 
To creation’s bound!” 


Girt and Truth 


REV. J. H. JOWETT, D. D., NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Text: “Stand, therefore, having your loins 
girt about with truth.” Ephesians 6:14. 

A Roman soldier’s girdle was a strong belt 
which he wrapped around his loins, binding the 
armour tight to his body, and preventing it from 
interfering with the freedom of his action. 
The girdle braced him up, gave him a sense of 
firmness and a consciousness of compact and 
concentrated force. There was the civilian’s 
girdle, as well as the soldier’s, and this too ac- 
complished a similar purpose. Its purpose was 
to lay hold of the flowing Oriental garments, 
which would otherwise flap loosely and catch the 
winds, and become a serious impediment to 
progress, and to bind them about the loins, and 
give the wearer a sense of physical firmness, re- 
source and control. Such is the apostle’s figure. 
“Have your loins girt about with truth”’ Take 
the truth and wrap it round about your life. 
Wear it like a belt, to give you strength. Let it 
gather up the whole of your life, and bind it into 
conipactness. Do not let your life be loose, in- 
definite. limp and inconclusive. Let it be firm, 
assured, decisive. “Stand, having your loins girt 
about with truth.” 


Now, if any man wore the girdle of truth, 


that man was the apostle Paul. He took “the 


’ 


truth as it is in Jesus,’ and he wrapped it about 
his life; and while he was wearing it nothing 
could intimidate or dismay the grand old war- 
rior. The belt gave him a wonderful sense of 
power. As he felt its bracing support, he cried 
in the joyful consciousness of might: “I can do 
all things through Christ who strengtheneth me.” 
So long as he wore the girdle, no enemy could 
overpower him. Suffering, temptation, loss, 
death—let them come: “I can do all things.” 
How rarely we hear that note of absolute con- 
fidence in the religious life of today! We are 
more conscious of weakness than of strength. 
We feel limp and loose, with scarcely any 
spiritual strength. How is it? It is because 
we are not wearing the girdle. We are trying 
to live the Christian life without the Christian 
revelations, without the sustaining power of the 
mighty truths which Christ made known. Re- 
vealed truth is the dynamic of the spiritual life 
Let us put on the girdle, and wear it night and 
day. The girdle gave Paul a sense of power 
it gave him self-possession, it also gave him 
decision. What it did for him it will do for al 
men. It will fill them with a calm consciousnes: 
of encompassing power, which will be to then 
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the proof that they are partakers of the strength 
of God. 

| And now let me try to put a girdle round about 
some of my hearers who may need bracing up 
into spiritual confidence and strength. There are 
some who are care-worn, anxious about tomor- 
‘Tow, wondering if the meal-barrel will hold out, 
and if the cruse of oil will fail. Here is a great 
truth, which I would ask you to put on and 
“wear as a girdle, and wear it always, “Cast all 
your care upon Him, for He careth for you.” 
_And some are just beginning to live the Chris- 
tian life, and they are experiencing all the joys 
of its most delightful spring; but they are a 
little fearful as to how they will fare on the 


morrow, when the skies darken, and temptations 
come thick and strong. Here is a great truth, 
which I ask you to buckle on and wear like a 
belt: “Having loved His own, He loved them 
unto the end.” 

And there are some who know themselves to 
be so embedded in evil habit as to be almost 
hopeless of escape. They are coming to regard 
themselves as almost past redemption. Let me 
ask all such to take this truth, and fasten it 
round about their lives: “He loved me and gave 
himself for me.’ “We are justified by faith.” 
“He is able to save even unto the uttermost.” 
“Take this truth and wear it, and paralyzing de- 
spair shall yield to a bright and vigorous hope.” 


6 . From the Minimum to the Maximum 


_ Text: “He shall not alter it, nor change it, 
a good for a bad, or a bad for a good; and if 
he shall at all change beast for beast, then it 


and the exchange thereof shall be holy.” Ley. 
eet :10. 
“What do ye more than others?” Matt. 5:49. 


“He shall not alter it, nor change it, a good 
for a bad, or a bad for a good.” They are all 
‘ritual and rule, the twenty-six chapters leading 
‘up to this last one of Leviticus; they contain the 
rules for Hebrew piety, for ritual, for modes of 
expressing sentiments of obligation’ to God. 
They, as children, have their lessons, their tasks 
allotted to them. But in this closing chapter 
there is a peep of Christian liberty. It is as 
though suddenly the face of Jesus Christ were 
seen in the window. For evidently, when we 
come to a text like this, a man has gone beyond 
rule and regulation. He feels something in him 
larger than the lesson, and he wants to express 
it. He is anxious to make a special offering, 
‘something extra, not down in the code; and in 
order to meet him we have this word of God: 
If you wish to make a special offering to God, 
be sure that the wishes are genuine. Take noth- 
ing back from God if you have once devoted it 
to him. 

I have been trying to picture to myself how 
‘this word of God would come out in the prac- 
tical life of the Hebrew people, a people of 
shepherds and farmers. It is not difficult to 
picture one of these sons of the hills—a hard- 
working pioneer, fighting against circumstances. 
Things are beginning to improve ,and one spring 
morning, going through his fields among his 
‘flocks, with “the voice of the turtle” heralding 
‘the coming of sweeter days, his heart is filled 
not only with the joy of spring, but with the joy 
of the presence of God. He meditates; he asks 
himself questions; he has a conversation with his 
soul—a good thing for a man in the midst of 
his flocks and walking over springing fields— 
‘and he asks what he has been doing for God. 
He has not forgotten his religion. He has not 
forgotten the annual visit to the city on the 
‘great feast day. But he has never done any 
more than he was obliged to do, to be a respect- 
able Hebrew; and his heart this morning is so 
full that he makes up his mind when he goes 
to the next great feast, to take with him an extra 
‘thank-offering. Then, casting his eye over the 
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flock, he selects the choicest of the lambs, and 
in his mind sets the mark of God upon it. Evi- 
dently he is a revival mood, and he desires to 
express the mood in something more than a wish. 
The weeks intervene, the spring morning is gone, 
and possibly the revival mood has changed be- 
fore the date of the feast day; and it is when 
preparing to make his journey to Jerusalem that 
he goes among the flock again, and remembers 
the lamb. But he has some misgiving. Is it 
really necessary that he should give the best 
and the choicest? As it was only meant to be 
something extra, may he not select another? And 
he is ranging his eye carefully to find a sub- 
stitute, and is just on the point of deciding, when 
this word of the law comes to him: “What is 
it you are doing?” “I am finding a_ thank- 
offering to take to Jerusalem, I am selecting the 
one.” “But you made the selection weeks ago.” 
“T am only making a very slight change.” “Ah, 
but,’ the law tells him, “you cannot make a 
change. You have set the mark of God upon the 
offering, and you cannot take it off.’ The man 
is startled. But still he is anxious to make the 
exchange. “In that case,” the law tells him, 
“if you are going to select another, you will have 
to take the two. The first belongs to God. 
That you must take whether you take the second 
or not.” Now, this word, then, is evidently 
meant to save the man from religious meanness. 
But we will take another case. Again a man , 
makes up his mind to take the extra offering, in 
a devout mood, wishing to express his gratitude 
to God. But when it is time for him to make 
the journey to the feast the lamb which he 
selected weeks ago has not turned out as well as 
he expected. So he comes among the flock and 
finds another, a better one than the lamb he had 
chosen, and he tells himself: “I would be 
ashamed to come to the Lord with anything but 
the choicest. Today I choose another.” Now 
you would expect even the law to encourage a 
man in that mood. But this word comes to 
him and tells him, nay. “May I not exchange 
the poorer and give the better?” “Nay; if you 
wish to choose another and better, you must still 
give the first, for it was not the lamb that pleased 
God, but the love, and it is your love God 
wants.” : 
Now, that seems to me to be the working of 
the law in Israel. May I translate all this to 
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our religious habits of today? Here is a man 
who has devoted a portion of his gifts to God. 
He has made up his mind to give so much, to- 
wards missionary work or any other Christian 
effort. Having decided what he will give, he 
finds out that another member in the church 
has decided to give more than he. He is anxious 
to be equal with the other, so he reconsiders, 
and changes. My text says that to his account 
in God’s book will be put only the first item. 
He gave the first promise in order to please God. 
He is making a revision in order to please him- 
self and to be as good as his neighbor. “No,” 
God tells him, “giving in that way is not serving 
me, 


So that it comes to this; it is a costly business 
to make these sudden changes; and it means this: 
that religion is not a matter of caprice. It is 
not a matter of sudden feeling, or doing a thing 
in order to please oneself. It is not a casual 
sentiment. Our religion is a great and holy debt 
to Almighty God, and we must honor the debt. 

Now, it seems to me that in the religion of 
today that is the element that is missing. We are 
too easy-going with ourselves. We almost 
imagine that we are patronizing God, that we 
are doing him a favor. I want you with my- 
self to realize that you and I have an honorable 
debt that we ought to pay, and we must look into 
our own lives to find out what it is we can give 
as an offering to God; and the moment we set 
our mark upon the offering we are noi allowed 
to change it unless tomorrow, we are holier and, 
therefore, wish to make the better gift. 


J. What we have, then, in the first text is 
this; the minimum in piety—apparently not a 
very profitable subject. I never yet heard of any 
man going into ecstasies over the minimum. We 
are having trouble in our country over the 
minimum wage. No one wanted to reduce it; 
all were anxious to raise it. And yet—I speak 
with you as honestly as I try to speak with my- 
self; are you sure that even the minimum you 
owe to God is duly paid, whatever that minimum 
may be in our life? It will not be the same 
in any two lives. Your minimum is not my 
minimum. Our opportunities differ, our talents 
differ, our gifts of time to God vary. The ques- 
tion is: Have you set the mark of God upon 
anything in your life? If the mark has been set 
upon it, do not change it unless you really have 
been carried higher, and, therefore, must make 
a better gift. 

There is a second text, as you noticed, and 
that will bring us to the maximum, 


1. We will take two or three simple illus- 
trations. What is the minimum of time in each 
day that you think ought to belong to God? 
How many minutes in each day of your life do 
you give to the business of your soul? I am 
not speaking for the moment of social religion, 
but of personal piety. How many moments in 
each succeeding day of your life can you set 
apart for God? Not less than ten minutes? 
Surely that is not too much! In the business 
life, however hard driven, surely every man can 
save ten minutes out of every day for the busi- 
ness of his soul, for devout conversation between 
himself and his father in heaven! Ah, but 
there may come something suddenly one day and 
he has to neglect it; he is not able to devote 
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these ten minutes to God. But this word aif 
us that we must not rob God. It is better even 
to rob ourselves than to rob him of the few 
moments set apart for him in our life—what- 
ever the minimum may be, five minutes, ten 
minutes, or a half hour. It -will be as easy for 
some of you to give an hour each day as it 
is for another to give five minutes, to this private 
solemn dealing of a soul with the Eternal God. 
My plea with you is this: If you set apart a 
minimum of your time each day, let nothing 
rob your soul of the definite opportunity. 

I remember a friend of mine, a revivalist of 
another generation in Wales, telling this story. 
He came one day to a miller whom he knew. 
Grinding corn was busy work during those weeks 
and the preacher felt obliged to speak quite 
honestly with the miller. He said: “How about 
your soul? You do not forget your prayer.” 
“Well,” said the miller, “during the six days of 
the week I have to give it up, but on Sunday I 
say my prayers seven times over.” Ah, but say- 
ing a prayer seven times over to save personal 
inconvenience does not count seven times in 
heaven. It does not count even one. It means 


that God has been given a second place and that 


anything and everything has to be looked after 
first before God gets even his minimum. Let 
me plead with you, dear friends, not to be mean 
in your relation to God. Let us not only be 
religious; let us be nobly religious. 

2. Take again, the question of money, of 
gifts. What is the minimum? How much do 
you think out of what you have could be de- 
voted to God? Here again there will be a 
variety. It will be as easy for one to give five 
dollars as for another to give one, or even one- 
fourth of one, and consequently it is not a ques- 
tion of quantity but of principle. How much do 
you feel belongs to God out of what you pos- 
sess? My text tells you that when you have set 
apart God’s gift you must not on Saturday after- 
noon rob him of a part of it, or on the verge of 
a holiday take a portion of it and leave God 
poorer. It is better for you to suffer than that 
God should be left without what you honestly 
purposed to give him. And it works out beau- 
tifully the moment any one understands it. 


I remember an incident of-a faithful churck 
member who was leaving her home for six 
months. She had been a widow since her chil 
dren were little; she had brought them up brave: 
ly in spite of difficulties, done well for them and 
they were good lads. One of them was in South! 
Africa and he had invited his mother to go and 
spend six months with him. On the Sunday. 
before leaving she was at church twice, as usual) 
The treasurer of the church, when the offerings 
had been counted up, made the remark: “We 
had a very curious offering today. We had the 
sum of twenty-six shillings in one envelope.’ 
Now, we were pretty certain that there was nc 
disguised millionaires in our church; where hac 
it come from? These twenty-six shillings were 
from the widow. It was the sum of her usua: 
gift of one shilling every Sunday. She woulc 
be away for twenty-six Sundays and she did no: 
wish to keep God waiting for what-was due hin 
because she was taking a holiday. She paid ir 
advance. | 

I remember at the time of the Welsh reviva’ 
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hearing of a young man who had been deeply 
touched in the autumn months. He was a miner 
and in the early weeks of the new year an 
accident happened in the mine and he died. 
When they came to examine his goods, to find 
out what he had left, they found, among other 
things, his church membership envelopes for the 
year and they had all been filled up in advance. 
Apparently when he had received those en- 
velopes on the first Sunday in January he put 
the gifts in them all, so that at any rate God 
would have his own. The minimum had been 
“devoted,” and when he passed to his grave he 
had paid in advance for months that never came 
to him upon earth. Now surely this is the way 
to deal with the minimum, this nobler way, and 
even here—not in the gospels as yet—even here, 
the word has come and man has felt it. 


3. Then, again, as to talent. How much of 
your talent belongs to God? Have you set a 
mark upon it, whether it be a voice to sing his 
praise, a power of teaching, the gift of prayer, 
the eloquence of a kindly word? Is that only 
incidental in your life or is it devoted? Is there 
a mark set upon it so that God must have his 
own? The talents vary just as other things 
vary, but that is not the question. You may 
have five talents, or two, or you may have only 
one. But the one is as choice in the sight of 
God as the five if that one has been devoted to 
him. 

II. Now, there seems to be the rule of the 
minimum in piety. And again I ask you who 
are Christian people here: Are you quite happy 
in thinking even of your minimum? Have you 
been honorable in your dealing with the minimum 
that belongs to God? For we have to pass on 
to something better still. And so we come to 
the great word of Jesus Christ in the Sermon 
on the Mount: “What do ye more than others?” 
What extra, beyond what you give regularly and 
ordinarily? Do you not feel at times as though 
you could give more, very much more, rejoicing- 
ly more, victoriously more? 

1. What about time? Perhaps some of you 
felt disappointed that one ten minutes were 
mentioned as the portion of the day to be given 
to God. I wished to begin there so that no one 
could escape, so that no one of you could make 
the excuse, “He is asking too much!” But I will 
tell you what will happen. You give ten min- 
utes every day and the ten minutes will grow 
without your knowing how. At first you will 
find the ten minutes to seem long. By and by 
they will be too brief and you will want to en- 
large them and you may even forget to look at 
the clock. 

2) And money? We would not be here to- 
night if people had been satisfied with offering 
the minimum. But evidently there has been a 
revival towards the maximum in the hearts of 
thousands of people and I am very certain that 
all of you will be willing to pray that the re- 
vival may still go on, for today great philan- 
thropic and missionary causes are waiting for 
help. Christ claims from all, however well they 
may have begun with the minimum, that they 
rise to the maximum. 

3. And then as to talent. 
his talent and say: 
to be given. 


t Who will measure 
_ ‘Surely, this is too much 
I can give a little less?” Have you 


asked that? How much will you give of your- 
self? Will you begin tonight with the minimum 
and then let the Spirit of Jesus Christ come to 
you more and more until the minimum will of 
itself be carried upward to the maximum of 
service? 

There was a young missionary in-India who 
spent a few splendid years in service and then 
came home on furlough. But he did not come 
home so much for the sake of having a holiday 
as for the sake of making a request. He was not 
satisfied to remain where he had been working. 
He said the work was too easy, the field had 
already been tilled and prepared, and he was 
anxious to find another where no missionary 
had ever been; and he had discovered such a 
field. His friends pleaded with him. “What! 
leaving the place where you have done so well!” 
“Oh,” he said, “others can take my place there.” 
“But what about the long, difficult, perilous jour- 
ney? Scarcely any man has attempted it be- 
fore.” “Then let me be the first,” he said. But 
still they pleaded with him. “Surely,” they said, 
“we can find some one else to begin work there.” 
“No,” he replied, “the work is not good enough 
for any other; it is good enough for me.” That 
was the man who had found the joy of the 
maximum. He might fairly have been content 
to remain where he was; but difficulties, perils, 
and all possible disappointments together, were 
not able to hinder him from going to his own 
and though he died after a few months of de- 
voted service, his name and his influence helped 
others to go where he had begun. 

Do you know, dear friends, why it is your 
religion is not a joy to you? You have not 
enough of it. 


I would not feel that I had been faithful to 
my master, if I simply gave the rule of the 
minimum, and then spoke of the joy of the 
maximum without bringing you where it is pos- 
sible for everyone to be filled with the grace, 
You know where every revival begins? At Cal- 
vary. There is no other birthplace for great re- 
vivals, but in the shadow of the Cross. And if 
there is any one here feeling it is somewhat dif- 
ficult to rise from the minimum, a visit to Cal- 
vary will help you. Why? Do you remember 
that God in giving his son did not ask about the 
minimum? That is a wonderful phrase, “He 
spared not his own son,’—as if for a moment 
the eternal heart of love wondered, “Will noth- 
ing less do?” “He spared not his own son, but 
delivered him up for us all,’—the infinite maxi- 
mum of redeeming love. And I know of no life 
made impressively great except in the shadow of 
the Cross. I know of no life redeemed from all 
limitations, from all littlenesses, except by going 
to Calvary. 


THE BELIEVER’S FEET, | 


1. Set on a Rock—Salvation. Psalm 40:2. | 

2. Cleansed by the Word—Communion. John 
13 :10. | 

3. Kept by Divine Power—Preservation. J 
Sam, 2:9. 

4, Shod with Peace—The Gospel. Eph. 6:15. 

5. Running with the Gospel—Service, Rom: 
nC) Sa ts), | 

6. Bruising Satan—Victory. Rom. 16:20. 
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Denomination 


Thou Shalt Call His Name Jesus 


REV. CHARLES CAMPBELL, WAYNESVILLE, N. C. 


Text: “Thou shalt call his name Jesus; for he 
shall save his people from their sins.” Matt. 1:21. 


I. There is a tenderness about the name— 
“Jesus”—which appeals to the hearts of men as 
no other name has ever done, or ever can do. 


Around the sacred name of mother is gathered 
the holy memories of love’s brooding tenderness, 
and wonderful self-sacrifice, but however tender 
the scenes which unfold themselves to our gaze 
as we meditate upon the mother, who may long 
since have gone to her heavenly home, dearer 
and tendered by far, are the scenes which un- 
fold themselves to our wondering eyes as we 
think upon the holy name of Jesus. 


That name which stands for a mother’s tender- 
ness, and a father’s providing care, for a mother’s 
yearning over the child of her love and a father’s 
effort to destroy the evil which seeks the life of 
the child. That name which opens to us the 
gates of heaven, and brings to our human con- 
sciousness the vision of the eternal God. 

When we give to Jesus his Messianic title and 
call him “The Christ,’ or think of him under 
that other name—‘Immanuel”—“God with us”’— 
we feel that, somehow, a barrier has been raised 
between ourselves and him. As “The Christ”— 
“Tmmanuel”—he is lifted up to a height to which 
we can never attain. He dwells in a sphere alone, 
apart from men, and thus apart, is unable to 
sympathize with men, or to appreciate the world’s 
grinding toil and never ending tragedy of sor- 
row and tears. 

What is it to us although as “The Christ” he 
stilled the raging tempest, and hushed the sea to 
a great calm! What is it to us although he un- 
stopped the ears of the deaf, and opened the 
eyes of the blind! What is it to us although he 
healed all manner of diseases, and drove devils 
from the breasts of men—back through the gates 
of hell from whence they came! What to us 
although he unbarred the door of the tomb 
and set the death captive free! As “The Christ” 
—‘Tmmanuel”—his was the power to do all these 
mighty works which amaze, bewilder and blind 
us, but we fail to understand either the worker 
or his works. 


We concede his power, we acknowledge his 


divinity, we are prostrated in the dust before the 
white holiness of his life, but we would rather 
see him as Jesus—the son of man—sitting by 
Jacob’s well. travel-stained with earth’s dust, 
weary and footsore, seeking that rest and re- 
freshment which the pilgrims of today still need. 

We would rather see him as Jesus—hbattling in 
solitude with temptation—for then we know that 
lic will understand the mighty power of the evil 
which surges in upon the souls of the men and 
women of today. 

We would rather see him as Jesus, crushed and 
weeping, brooding with a mother’s tenderness 
over the city which had rejected him, for seeing 
him thus we are conscious of his love, and 
know that he is not indifferent to our fate. We 
would rather read that “Jesus wept,” as he beheld 
the grief of the sorrowing sisters of Lazarus 
than read that “with a loud voice” he called the 
dead back to life; for it is thus we know that 

(Continued on page 222.) 
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ceipt of same, and send $1 per month 
for four months, total $5. | 
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will tell 


us how much it pays and give us name and address of church official or chairman 


of pulpit committee. 


Hwennettas Dalene ROL 
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How Rev. Became Wealthy 


Less than five years ago Rev. — had only $4,400 in the bank to 
his credit, although he was receiving a yearly salary of more than $10,- 
| 000. He was very generous in aiding missions and local charities. When 
the opportunity knocked at his door he saw it at once; invested $4,400, 
: borrowed on his life insurance policy. His total investment at the end 
} of four years amounted to nearly $11,000. Then he was offered $133,000 
and sold. He has since been able to travel abroad as well as in our own 

land, and in addition has contributed to charity much more than 
| previously. 


The above is a true and correct incident. Owing to the prominence 
of the minister who made the investment with us, we are prohibited from 
using his name here. If you have a dollar to invest, let us show you how 
to invest it in a natural resource constantly diminishing, and therefore 
certain of increasing in value. Now is the opportune time. Information 
costs you nothing. Fill out the coupon below. 


HILLIS & WHITE 
| ENGINEERS BUILDING CLEVELAND, OHIO 
a COUPON  ----------------------------=-------2-0ne none nnn nn 


GENTLEMEN:—Please give me names of people who have greatly benefited by investing with you, 
also references as to your reliability. Show me how I can invest to make large profits (without 


} speculation), and with absolute safety. 
FATINNS see ae oe eee 
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he enters into our sorrows, and is a companion 
with us in our grief. 

We would rather watch with him in Gethse- 
mane with its gloom, its agony, its tears, than 
stand with him amid the dazzling splendor of 
the Mount, for there, like the disciples, we would 
be afraid, and fall dazed and unconscious to the 
ground, but the garden is the common heritage 
of men, and when we see him thus, we know that 
he understands, and will watch with us when our 
night of agony comes. It is as Jesus “The Son 
of man” we thus behold him, and seeing him thus 
find strength and peace. 

For the name of Jesus comes to men with a 
ringing message of Hope. 

Il. “Thou shalt call his name Jesus for he 
shall save from sin.” It is well-nigh 
impossible for us today, to grasp the tremendous 
import of that utterance to those who first heard 
it. We are so accustomed to the name and its 
meaning that to a large extent, it has lost its 
significance, but to the men and women who have 
been living in a world into which Jesus had not 
come, a world grown old in corruption and sin, 
a world without hope and in the clutch of a great 
dispair, a world conscious of having lost the 
way to happiness and God, a world which had 
tried by ways innumerable to get rid of sin, and 
to find peace for a guilty conscience, can you 
not feel something of the thrill which sent the 
blood racing through the veins of the old world 
when it first heard the news of a Saviour’s 
birth! 

Such tidings was to the old world like the 
dawn of a new day after a murky night of 
stress and storm. It was the message of emanci- 
pation to a world which had been held in the 
grip of a bondage, degrading, hopeless, terrible! 
It was at the welcome light amid the dark night 
to the traveler who had lost his way. It was as 
the sound of the harbor bell to the master of the 
fog-bound craft: “Thou shalt call his name— 
Jesus” Saviour, and from the hour in which 
that name was first made known to men, there 
has never been a moment when hope has ceased 
to sing its sweet refrain. & 

Sin! Sin! Sin! On every hand sin with its 
attendant sorrow and woe, but the destroyed of 
sin has come and no man need despair. 

III. Let the men of today only realize, as all 
men must at last realize, the terribleness of hu- 
man sin with its power to shut forever the gates 
of heaven in the fact of the individual; with its 
power to drive men forth from every Eden of 
peace, and rest and love; with its power to kill 
the noblest qualities and destroy the holiest as- 
pirations of men; with its power to enter our 
homes and wreck our happiness, to enter our 
hearts and wreck our manhood. Only let men 
feel for themselves the blighting curse of sin, 
only let them feel that sin is the clamy, slimy 
hand of hell reaching for their own life and the 
life of their beloved, then they will appreciate 
the name of Jesus, and seek to experience its 
power, for there is a power in that name which 
gives both strength and inspiration to those who 
believe. 

Tt was the power of that name which gave 
strength to the cripple who sat daily at the beau- 
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tiful gate of the temple, and who in response to 
Peter’s “rise up and- walk” leaped and walked! 
and praised God! i 

It was the power of that name which lifted! 
the woman of the city, who was a sinner, from) 
the depths of her degradation and placed her: 
feet upon the way of God and Heaven. | 

It was the power of that name which trans-- 
formed the persecuting Saul into the heroic: 
apostle of the Gentiles. 

It was the power of that name which rescued! 
St. Augustine from the gutters of sin, and made: 
him a prince in the kingdom of God. It was the: 
power of that name which laid hold of John: 
Newton, the drunken sailor, and made him a1 
preacher of righteousness. It was the power of! 
that name which transformed a _ drunken 
blasphemer into the author of the world’s im-. 
mortal allegory. It is the power of that name: 
which is permeating the business world with the: 
spirit of the golden rule. 

It is the power of that name which is driving) 
corruption out of politics, and has raised a new) 
standard for the character and conduct of public: 
men. | 

It is the power of that name which is cleansing: 
both literature and art, and clothing them with) 
dignity and beauty. 

It is that name which is cleansing the cities of! 
our land, that name which is flooding the world! 
with sunshine and love. ; 

That name which constrains men to build hos- 
pitals for the sick, and homes for the homeless ;) 
that name which has transformed weak, timid, 
shrinking women into heroines and martyrs—that 
name which has steeled the nerves of men so) 
that, they are not afraid, or ashamed, to stand’ 
alone for God and the right. That name which 
is the world’s only hope—the blessed name of! 
Jesus—the name which is filling heaven with a) 
mighty multitude who have been redeemed from 
sin by its power, and washed white in his blood. 


MARRIAGE 
CERTIFICATES 


AT LET-LIVE PRICES 


Upon request, we will send any ordained Minister of the Gospel _ 
an assorted dozen ‘‘Holt’’ Marriage Certificates, all express paid, — 
and if same are not the finest you have ever seen—satisfactory in | 
every way, price and all—goods may be returned within five days — 
at our expense; you can pay in 60 days, or in 10 days for a liberal — 


t. 
iz eed kindly say whether books or framing designs. 


THE HOLT CONCERN 
602 So. Main St. WARREN, OHIO. 


(Removed from Chicago.) 


Short-Story Writing 

A course of forty lessons In the history, 
form, structure and writing of the Short 
Story, taught by J. Jerg Esenwein, ; 
Editor Lippincott’s Magazine. 

Over one hundred Home Siudy Courses 
under professors in Harvard, Brown, 
Cornell and leading colleges 
Mr. Esenwein 250-page catalog free. Write to-day. 

The Home Correspondence School, Dept. 386, Springfield, Mass, 
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SERMONS 


can be greatly improved and made more 
interesting by being illustrated 


YOU PREACH the sermon—WE ILLUSTRATE it. 
We list over 100,000 slides which may be pur- 
chased or rented. We make and sell stereopticons 
suited for all circumstances and conditions. 


We always make good, because 
McINTOSH LANTERNS are HONEST LANTERNS 


Our Dept. 5 will tell you more—Write to them. 


- McINTOSH &S8f53R7'CO™ 35 Randolph St. E., Chicago 
Withouw $100 $307 On Approval Freight Paid 
fae 917 5f Lé OVFL. 


SR weee /T GROWS WITH YOUR L/BRARY 
ANY SPACE SECTIONAL, BOOKCASE 


ey ~~ ENDORSED “THE BEST” BY OVER FIFTY THOUSAND USERS 


Made under our own patents, in our own factory, and the entire pro- 
duction is sold direct to the home and office. That is the reason we 
can offer them at such reasonable prices. Our Sectional Book Cases 
are the product of years of undivided attention to this one line of 
manufacture. Book sections have NON-BINDING, DISAPPEAR- 
ING GLASS DOORS, and are highly finished in SOLID GOLDEN 
OAK. Other styles and finishes at correspondingly low prices. 


WRITE FOR NEW CATALOGUE NO. 14 
THE C. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO., LITTLE FALLS, N. Y. 


Manufacturers of Sectional Bookcases and Filing Cabinets 
New York Office Flatiron Bldg. 

Send for the 64-page Catalogue of 

; ENVELOPE SYSTEM SUPPLIES 


a “ly Single and Double Envelopes 
Finances 

MAC CALLA & CoO., Inc. PHILADELPHIA’ Pa. 
-CENTRAL UNIVERSITY 8s$t8S3"4e50 


Offers unsurpassed facilities to advanced students for the prosecution of studies in 
- Language, Literature, History, etc., etc. Ministers, teachers or others who may be in- 
- terested in literary or scientific work are invited to write for Announcement outlining 
courses for HOME STUDY, leading to degrees. The constant aim of the institution 
is the development of the intellectual and moral forces inherent in every individual to 
the end that such patron may go forth more fully equipped for his or her life work. 
With this object in view special Courses are carefully planned for the purpose of sup- 
plying the particular instruction that will prove of greatest advantage to the student in 
whatever profession he may be engaged. Our students are found in every state and in 
many foreign countries. Distance no obstacle; earnest application ts all that is neces- 
sary to insure success. Strongly endorsed by leading clergymen and educators. 
Address 
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